
Water experts meet in Oman 


MUSCAT (AP) — International water experts Wednesday concluded 
a two-day conference on desalting of sea water in t be framework of the 
Middle East peace process, the government said. The meeting was 
apparently meant to prepare for a similar conference later this month 
in which Israelis have been openly invited to the Gulf region for the 
first time. An government statement said the meeting involved experts 
“from several countries" defining areas of study and development 
projects in the desalination of water for household use. The statement 
described the meeting as “an offshoot of the Middle East peacemaking 
process” and said the outcome so far was “positive and encouraging." 
No further details were given. An Omani Foreign Ministry official said 
an Israeli team, due in Muscat to prepare for the Apr' ‘* n 
conference, did not come. He refused to say why. Water expei u iruin 
Arab countries, Israel, and sponsors of the peace process are expected 
to attend the multilateral conference later this month on water 
shortages in the Middle East. 
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Suicide car- bomber 
kills seven in Afula 


AFULA (Agencies) — A car- 
bomb, apparently ignited by a 
suicide attacker, exploded next 
to a bus taking on Israeli high 
school students Wednesday, 
and officials said eight people 
a ?re killed and about 40 
bounded. The Islamic 
(Hamas) Resistance Move- 
ment claimed responsibility in 
reprisal for the Hebron Mos- 
que massacre. 

- The explosion erupted about 
12:30 p.ra. in the centre of 
Afula, a northern Israeli city 
surrounded by Arab villages 
and located near the occupied 
West Bank town of Jenin 70 
kilometres northwest of occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

; Witnesses said they saw a 
huge flash when a car parked 
about three metres from the 
bus exploded. Many of the 
victims were teenagers from 
two nearby junior high schools 
where some classes had let out. 

Police and hospitals said at 
least eight people were dead 
and 50 injured. 

Hamas said it carried out the 
attack to avenge the massacre 
of some dozens of Arabs by a 
Jewish settler or settlers in 
Hebron's Ibrahimi Mosque on 
Feb. 25. 

A caller to a Western news 
agency said Hamas used 175 
kilogrammes of explosives. 
The caller named the suicide 
bomber as Raed Zakameh, 19, 
of Qabatyeb in the occupied 
jjfest Bank. Police had no im- 
mediate comment on the 
Hamas claim. 

Army sources said Zakameh 
was a fugitive wanted for mem- 
bership in Hamas. 

Moti Lrfshitz, director of 
Haemek hospital, said seven 
people besides the car bomber 
were killed and 44 others 
wounded, including 10 in se- 
rious condition. Most were 
teenagers under 18, but some 
victims were Arabs. 


U.S. wants Arafat 
to condemn attack 

THE UNITED STATES 
Wednesday urged Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to con- 
demn the car-bombing in Afu- 
la. 

“We certainly hope that 
Chairman Arafat would con- 
demn this act of violence,” said 
State Department spokesman 
Mike McCurry. 

“The language would be of 
the chairman's choosing. But it 
would be helpful if he express- 
ed himself on this incident,” be 
said. 

Some victims were from 
Brosh junior high school, 
where students told reporters 
the teachers made them sit in 
the hallway with their heads 
between their legs for 20 mi- 
nutes after the explosion be- 
cause they feared further 
blasts. 

A number of youths were 
treated for shock and psycho- 
logists rushed to the scene to 
calm students. 

Witnesses said a shock wave 
rolled over the area when the 
car exploded. 

Northern region police chief 
Yaakov Granot said prelimin- 
ary reports suggested the blast 
was a suicide attack. It came 
one day after the end of a 
40-day Muslim mourning 
period for the Hebron victims. 

“I am sorry to say that eight 
people were killed,” Mr. Gra- 
not told Israel Radio. He said 
the driver of the explosives- 
laden car was among the dead. 

“Bodies were strewn in the 
street, on fences, on trees. 
There were dead with their 
legs and beads blown off,” a 
fire fighter said. The car's 
steering wheel was found some 
30 metres from the bus stop 
where the vehicle exploded. 


The explosion coincided' 
with talks in Cairo between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation on im- 
plementing their peace deal. 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sand, who has negotiated with 
the PLO in previous rounds, 
said the peace process would 
not be affected by the attack. 

“Why stop? So that terror 
will increase, spread and be 
threatened?” he told army 
radio. “If the peace process is 
stopped, we are placing our 
fate in the hands of ... these 
suicide bombers — and that is 
their wish.” 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres conceded that “it is clear 
that when an incident like this 
happens support for the peace 
process dwindles.” But he and 
other officials signalled they 
would shoulder ahead with 
peace talks. 

Like the killings in Hebron, 
which took place inside a mos- 
que on a day of prayer in the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, the 
Afula attack resonated all the 
more intensely in Israel be- 
cause of the teenage casualties 
and because it came on the eve 
of Holocaust day, when Israel 
mounts the killing of Jews at 
the hands of Nazi Germans. 

Opponents of the peace 
talks organised demonstrations 
in numerous cities. In Afula, 
students chanted “death to 
Arabs” and “Baruch Gold- 
stein, we love you.” Goldstein 
carried out the Hebron attack. 

Beniamin Netanyahu, the 
leader of the right-wing Likud 
party, called on Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to suspend the 
talks just as the PLO did after 
the Hebron massacre. 

Police forces were sent into 
nearby Arab villages to protect 
residents from reprisal attacks. 
Residents of the occupied ter- 

Cantmued on page 5) 


Accord on deployment of 
Palestinian police still elusive 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) chief delegate said 
:Wedncsday that an agreement 
;on deploying Palestinian police 
;in the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
-was again delayed and oom- 
Iplained the Israelis had cut 
;short the negotiations. 
-['However, Nabil Shaath’s 
comment came after PLO 
J'.Tiainnan Yasser Arafat 
'.apparently either rejected or 
had questions about a schedule 
worked out by the two sides for 
deploying the police in Gaza 
and the West Bank town. 

- Dr. Shaath bad said earlier 
that a schedule for deployment 
Was worked out but needed 
Mr. Arafat's approval. At the 
same time, he said the deploy- 
ment also depended on setting 
a ; date for signing a formal 
agreement on implementing 
Palestinian autonomy in Gaza 
,a(id Jericho. 

“If the date of the signing is 
fixed, then the rest of the 
calendar has been totally and 
iri detail fixed,” Dr. Shaath 
had said. 

;'But later, after Dr. Shaath 
returned from a meeting with 
Mr. Arafat, the Israeli dele- 
gates left for home. The chief 
Israeli delegate, Major Gener- 
al Amnon Shabak, said only 
that they would be back Sun- 
day for further talks. 

..The Israelis had been ex- 
pected to depart sometime 
Wednesday afternoon to be 
home before sundown, the 
start of a memorial to the 
Jews killed in World War II. 

, - The departure also came af- 
ter a car-bomb exploded in the 
northern Israeli city of Afula. 
killing at least eight people and 
wounding more than 50. The 
Palestinian group Hamas, 
which opposes the peace r*' 
claimed responsibility foi the 
attack. 

’ Dr. Shaath did not outline 
Mr. Arafat’s response to the 
tentative deployment sche- 
dule. 

‘ He complained that the 
Israelis' departure meant that 
the negotiators were unlikely 
*tf reach agreement by April' 


13, the date set in last Septem- 
ber’s PLO-Israeli accord for 
Israel to actually complete its 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Noting that separate PLO- 
Israeli talks on economic issues 
in Paris were following a sche- 
dule of meetings through the 
next several days. Dr. Shaath 
said: 

“If it (this schedule) had 
been applied to these negotia- 
tions, they would have finished 
on time.” 

He added, however, that the 
Israeli delegates agreed to con- 
tinue negotiations by fax and 
telephone and said he hoped 
that ' an agreement could be 
worked out by Monday . still 
ahead of the deadline. 

Asked about the Afula 
bombing. Dr. Shaath said only 
peace could prevent more kill- 
ings on both sides, mentioning 
Palestinian deaths in Gaza and 
the slaying of dozens by a 
-Jewish settler in Hebron on 
Feb. 25. 

“One of the important 
reasons we are pushing for a 
signing of this agreement is to 
stop all these killings, whether 
in Gaza, Hebron or Afula." he 
said. “It is a reminder we need 
to sign the agreement.” 

Maj. Gen. Nasr Yousef, 
who will head the Palestinian 
police, also expressed regret at 
the deaths in the northern 
Israeli town. 

“The continuation of acts of 
violence is a very sorry thing 
and we do not support it,” he 
told 'reporters. "We are ex- 
erting all our effort to rid the 
region of ?cts of violence." 

The departure of Israeli 
negotiator 4- ur« : Egyp- 
tian hosts. 

"We see there are delays for 
-csson r ile •»•*».• 

should the .. Uc legation 
depart today, which will cause 
a delay in the talks?” asked 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa. 

Mr. Musa was speaking after 
Mr. Arafat, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and Dr. 
Shaath met at Mr. Mubarak's 
palace in Cairo. 


Gen. Yousef said the nego- 
tiators were waiting for Mr. 
Arafat to resolve the problems 
bolding up agreement on the" 
police force deploying. 

The two sides differ on how 
fast the handover of authority 
should be. 

Israel wants a small group of 
Palestinian policemen to move 
into the occupied territories 
early, to learn the lie of the 
land and prepare the way for 
the full force of about 9,000 
men. 

The Palestinians, impatient 
to see the Israelis go and wary 
of collaborating too closely, 
want Israel to set a firm timet- 
able for their withdrawal be- 
fore they commit themselves 
too far on the initial deploy- 
ment. 

Dr. Shaath hinted at differ- 
ences between the civilian and 
military wings of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team. 

“Security people like to see 
things very specifically de- 
fined. They do not like to work 
with uncertainty. I see how 
once can plan with a little 
uncertainty,” he added. 

Dr. Shaath, asked if Palesti- 
nian commanders were wor- 
ried about compromising their 
men by deploying while the 
Israelis were still present in 
Gaza and Jericho in force, 
said: “There are possible vi- 
sions of that.” 

The PLO negotiator also 
appealed for donors to come 
forward quickly with cash and 
equipment for the Palestinian 
police. 

“With the exception of Nor- 
v;iv vhich has provided some 
.-dan ar.- uniforms, and 
Greece, which has given a 
l»:an. nothing has come from 
- Mors yet," he said. 

In Gaza City, in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip, Palestinians 
cancelled plans to receive the 
keys to the first Israeli police 
station to be handed over as 
part of a power transfer in 
Gaza because of snags in the 
autonomy negotiations, an 
official said. 




AMMAN — (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Wednesday called 
on Muslim and Christian scho- 
lars to promote the scope of 
Christian -Muslim dialogue and 
to highlight Islam’s position 
vis-a-vis Jerusalem. 

Addressing a three-day 
meeting on Jerusalem which 
ended at the King- Abdullah 
Mosque Wednesday, Prince 
Hassan said scholars also had 
the duty to clarify Islam's posi- 
tive relations with die Christ- 
ians throughout the ages. 

The meeting coincided with 
preparations by some people 
(in the west) to observe the 
3,000th year of “founding” 
Jerusalem, Prince Hassan said. 

**We have to discuss and 
prove by science and research 
that Jerusalem existed before 
David and after him,” the 
Crown Prince said. "We do not 
talk about this in mere rhetor- 
ics or in an emotional manner. 
We seek to remind the world 
of the historic eras which are 
linked together starting from 



the Cannanites and the other 
Arabs,” the Crown Prince said 
in an address to the 40 scholars 
gathered at B asm an Palace. 

“I wanted to talk to you 
today about what we can call 
divine sovereignty over Jeru- 
salem that does not conflict 
with political sovereignty. I 
would like jto point out that 
divine sovereignty derives its 
dignity and esteem from its 
value and from the morals of 


the faithful who believe in it,” 
Prince Hassan said. “In this 
context, we can only express 
pride in the A1 al Bait Uni- 
versity, which is due to embark 
on the experiment of setting up 
an institute for Christian stu- 
dies,” he noted. 

“We hope this institute, (the 
first of its kind in the region), 
would yield good results be- 
cause we believe that the time 
has come for the world to 
realise that this nation has al- 
ways been oriented towards 
promoting culture,” the Crown 
Prince said. 

Addressing the delegates. 
Prince Hassan said: “You have 
to enhance the concept of the 
holiness of the city of Jeru- 
salem and promote dialogue 
among the religions and reaf- 
firm the status of tire Holy City 
for the Christians and Mus- 
lims. 

“We are facing a historic 
moment entitled ‘survival of 
the more competent' in ex- 

(Coatanned on page 5) 


Assad seeks to revive peace talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak stressed dur- 
ing their talks in Cairo the 
need to reactivate the Arab 
track of peace talks with Israel, 
a Syrian official said 
Wednesday. 

Mohammad Khair Al Wadi, 
editor of the government daily 
Tishreen who accompanied 
Mr. Assad during his visit to 
Cairo, quoted the Syrian lead- 
er as saying Israel was trying to 
foil the peace process by trying 
to arrange separate and secret 
deals with Arabs. 

Such pacts could not bring 
peace to the region, Mr. Wadi 
said. He did not mention the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) by name. 


Tishreen said that the Cairo 
summit had improved chances 
of a just and comprehensive 
peace in the region. 

Tishreen also said the com- 
mon stand by Syria and Egypt 
would “fortify Arab ranks 
against any Zionist penetration 
attempts." 

Syria has long called for a 
comprehensive peace settle- 
ment, meaning that it opposes 
separate moves towards peace 
by each of the Arab parties 
involved. However, it has not 
condemned outright the 
Israeli-PLO peace accord 
reached in September. 

Mr. Assad on Tuesday wrap- 
ped a two-day visit to Egypt. 

Negotiations between Syria 
and Israel have been at an 


impasse since the opening of 
the Madrid peace conference 
in October 1991, stalled over 
the issue of the Golan Heights. 

Egypt, which has strong ties 
with Damascus, supported the 
PLO- Israel peace deal for li- 
mited Palestinian self-rule in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho which 
was signed in Washington in 
September following secret 
talks in Norway. 

It also backed - 1 two "other 
deals signed in Cairo to pave 
the way for implementation of 
the accord, but Damascus 
strongly condemned the pacts 
and accused the PLO of aban- 
doning Palestinian rights and 
dealing a blow to Arab coor- 
dination. 
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Jordan, PLO focus 
on committees 9 work 


Paramedics cover a body next to the bus which was hit by a car-bomb on Wednesday in the 
Israeli town of Afula (AFP photo) 

Jerusalem inseparably linked 
to Islam — Crown Prince 

Prince urges religious scholars to promote 
positive thinking, highlight Islamic ties 
3-day meeting decries U.S. stand on Holy City 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat said on Wednes-' 
day he had briefed His Majesty 
King Hussein on the progress 
of Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions and discussed with the 
Monarch Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian coordination. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), said he and the 
King agreed to convene meet- 
ings of the joint committees 
announced last year. Commit- 
tees on Jerusalem, economic 
cooperation and refugees are 
exposed to meet soon. Other 
committees deal with water- 
sharing, Laws and regulations, 
and border and security. 

Mr. Arafat, addressing re- 
porters shortly before leaving 
for Cairo after overnight talks 
with King Hussein, said the 
Monarch offered to send 
Jordanian experts to help die 
PLO in negotiations on econo- 
mic and monetary issues. 

A round of Israel-PLO talks 
on economic cooperation was 
scheduled to open in Paris on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Arafat said he was de- 
manding an Israeli military 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho by April 13 as 
envisaged in the Sept. 13 
autonomy accord signed be- 
tween the PLO and IsraeL 

He said that although Israeli 
troops had started evacuating 
some of their military posts 
and installations in the areas to 


come under Palestinian auton- 
omy the PLO was not formally 
notified of the Jewish state's 
intentions. 

“It is imperative that all 
Israeli troops evacuate the 
(self-rule) areas by that date 
(April 13), and we insist that 
the date of the self-rule agree- 
ment be respected,” Mr. Ara- 
fat said. 

The Sept. 13 accord set 
April 13 as the date for the 
completion of Israeli with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho, but Israel-PLO 
negotiations on the imple- 
mentation of the accord have 
delayed the entire process. 

“It is true that the Israelis 
have started evacuating some 
of the military bases in Gaza 
and Jericho but until now we 
have not been officially noti- 
fied.. .where to send our police 
forces to take over those 
areas,” said Mr. Arafat. “We 
hope to have an answer soon." 

The talks between King 
Hussein and Mr. Arafat also 
dealt with the details of the 
PLO's negotiations with Israel 
and issues related to the de- 
ployment of Palestinian police 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

Mr. Arafat's visit here came 
amid intense negotiations in 
Cairo between PLO and Israeli 
negotiators to thrash out de- 
tails of implementing the Sept. 
13 accord. 

The visit was also seen as 
aimed at fulfilling a promise 
Mr. Arafat has made to keep 
Jordan abreast of all develop- 

(Cootamed on page 5) 


Yemeni leaders said 
committed to unity 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s feud- 
ing leaders have failed to agree 
on ways to end their political 
crisis but are determined to 
maintain the union of the 
north and south, official 
sources said on Wednesday. 

An official Yemeni source 
said talks hosted by Oman on 
Sunday and Monday between 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and bis estranged deputy Ali 
Salem Al Beidh failed to pro? 
duce concrete results. 

But he said the talks, meant 
to avert a slide towards civil 
war, helped stress the need for 
a speedy implementation of a 
reconciliation accord signed by 
Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh in 
Jordan in February for reforms 
in the country that they 
merged in 1990. 

“Although the meetings did 
not bring about the aspired 
results ... they helped stress 
the need to stick to the accord 
and the speedy implementa- 
tion of cabinet decisions,” the 
official SABA news agency 
quoted the unnamed official as 
saying. 

One political source said the 
Oman talks “were marked by 
an initial thaw between Saleh 
and Beidh at the personal 
level. Their aides however re- 
main intransigent.” 

The official Al Thawra 
newspaper on Wednesday 
struck an optimistic note 
saying “removal of the crisis 
signs and a thaw in the domes- 
tic Yemeni differences are just 


a question of time." 

It said the talks in Oman 
“defused animosity between 
the president and his deputy 
and restored cordiality be- 
tween them." 

“This cordiality is one of the 
ways out of the crisis and could 
not be ignored because it is an 
important foundation for any 
meeting or dialogue to lay 
down radical solutions to our 
problems.” 

Oman expressed frustration 
on Monday at the two men's 
inability to resolve their differ- 
ences. It announced it would 
pull out of a multi-national 
team trying to disengage north- 
ern and southern armies after 
clashes last month. 

Political sources in Sanaa 
said Salem Mohammad, a 
senior official in the Beidh’s 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), 
had left for Saudi Arabia on 
Tuesday for talks with Saudi 
officials. 

They said he was expected to 
later visit Cairo, where press 
reports have said that Mr. 
SaJeh and Mr. Beidh might 
meet agatin. 

An Egyptian peace envoy' 
who shuttled between Aden 
and Sanaa for the past 13 days 
returned home on Tuesday 
saying his government would 
reconsider its mediation efforts 
in the light of the failure of the 
Oman talks. 

YSP sources attributed the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Berlusconi party threatens to force new elections 


ROME (R) — Media magnate 
Silvio Berlusconi's Forza Italia 
party threatened on Wednes- 
day to force another general 
election if federalist leader 
Umberto Bossi persisted in 
blocking talks on formation of 
a new government. 

“If Umberto Bossi betrays 
the popular will once more, 
impeding the formation of a 
government that governs, 
there will be no alternative but 
to return to the ballot box,” 
the party said in a statement. 

Forza Italia, the party set up 
by billionare Berlusconi on his 
entry in to politics less Than 
three months ago, said the 
electorate would be sure to 
punish Mr. Bossi. 

“It will be left to the voters 
to wipe out the old-style poli- 
tics so dear to the honourable 
Bossi," the statement added. 

Mr. Berlusconi on Tuesday 
broke off government talks 
with Northern League leader 


Bossi, his ally in the Freedom 
Alliance which emerged trium- 
phant from general elections 
last week, after Mr. Bossi deli- 
vered ultimatums on federal- 
ism and the premiership. 

Forza Italia accused Mr. 
Bossi of changing his ideas by 
the day and betraying the 
wishes of voters. 

“Italy is not a banana repub- 
lic where the popular will can 
be betrayed by the first party 
leader who wants to preserve 
his slice of power without car- 
ing a damn about the country's 
problems.” its statement said. 

Newspapers on Wednesday 
published editorials and com- 
ments from ordinary Italians 
slamming Mr. Bossi. 

“By breaking off his dia- 
logue with Bossi. Berlusconi 
has freed us from one of the 
most degrading spectacles in 
recent Italian political life," La 
Stampa newspaper com- 
mented. 


Mr. Bossi, pushing hard for 
a firm commitment to federal- 
ism as the price for his support, 
argues that this league is the 
biggest party in the Freedom 
Alliance, with some 120 of its 
366 seats in the 630-member 
Chamber of Deputies (Lower 
House). 

Mr. Berlusconi counters by 
saying the league owes its seats 
to voter backing for Forza Ita- 
lia. 

The abrasive Bossi has 
vetoed Mr. Berlusconi as 
prime minister, dubbing the 
entrepreneur "Berluskaiser.” 
Mr. Bossi says his vast nw?L 
interests make him a threat to 
democracy. 

League Senator Francesco 
Speroni on Wednesday ac- 
cused Mr. Berlusconi of acting 
as if he had been elected to run 
the country presidential-style. 
“The danger for democracy 
comes from Berlusconi declar- 


ing himself prime minister, in 
defiance of all the rules of the 
constitution,” Mr. Speroni said 
in a statement. 

The league announced it 
would hold talks with the Cen- 
trist Pact for Italy, among the 
election losers, on a consti- 
tuent assembly to give the 
country a federal structure. 

But pact leader Mario Segni 
said he had not heard from the 
league and could not say if or 
when any talks would take 
place. 

The Freedom Alliance, 
»’hirh also includes the neo- 
idausi National Alliance plus 
two smaller centrist groups, 
won an absolute majority in 
the lower house. 

But the formation of Italy's 
53rd post-war government 
looks set to be a tortuous 
process with the Berlusconi- 
Bossi rift putting matters on 
hold until parliament convenes 


on April 15. 

Parliament’s first task will be 
to elect speakers of its two 
houses who must then confer 
with President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro on the nomination of 
a prime minister with the .task 
of attempting to stitch together 
a government. 

Political commentators said 
they believed that the Freedom 
Alliance would eventually be 
able to form a government but 
added that delay seemed in- 
evitable with the administra- 
tion unlikely to take office 
before mid-May. 

It may also be flawed by the 
antagonism shown by Mr. Bos- 
si and neo-fascist Gianfranco 
Fini. the other partner m Mr. 
Berlusconi’s alliance. “1 don’t 
want a government which Bos- 
si brings down as soon as he 
sees something be doesn't 
approve-of — like perhaps the 
first time we make a law which 
helps the south,” Mr. Ftni said. 
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Gaza and Jericho 
Palestinians await 
arrival of police 


RAF AH, occupied Gaza Strip 
(R) — With Israeli soldiers and 
police hauling away their gear, 
Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip are 
waiting for the vanguard of a 
police force to replace them. 

Wrangling at Israel-Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) talks in Cairo on the 
date for implementing an 
Israeli withdrawal is holding up 
the arrival of a core group of 
Palestinian officers. 

But both Israeli and PLO 
officials on the ground agree 
on the need for the swift de- 
ployment of Palestinian forces 
in Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
where there is no law, little 
order, a departing occupying 
power and lots of guns. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat plans to deploy between 
$.500 and 10.000 men to police 
the nearly two million Arabs of 
the territories, the bulk of 
them in Gaza, said Ziad AJ 
Reif. a Palestinian police com- 
mander sent here three months 
ago from Egypt to prepare the 
ground. 

So far he commands only 78 


men, he told journalists in a 
rare interview as he watted for 
a group of Palestinian expel- 
lees and fugitives to return 
through this border crossing 
with Egypt on Tuesday 
evening. 

He had expected a core 
group of seven commanders to 
arrive here on Wednesday to 
plan for a larger deployment 
with the departing Israelis. 

He and a group of Gaza 
PLO leaders toured a police 
station and billet vacated by 
Israeli police on Tuesday. But 
the men who are to occupy it 
are unlikely to come for a 
while. 

PLO officials said the com- 
manders might not arrive for 
several days. Palestinian nego- 
tiators in Cairo want Israel to 
give a firm date for withdraw- 
ing its soldiers, not just equip- 
ment, from Gaza and Jericho. 

Under the September peace 
agreement' withdrawal and a 
handover to Palestinian au- 
thorities should have been 
completed by April 13. but 
Israeli officials now doubt this 
can be met. 


Zvili: Syria has full 
U.S. backing on Golan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Clinton administration sup- 
ports Syria's claim to the 
Golan Heights, but Israel is 
not prepared to surrender all 
of the strategic territory in 
exchange for a peace treaty, a 
top official in Israel's ruling 
Labour Party said Tuesday. 

“We are prepared to make 
concessions on the Golan, but 
not to go down completely," 
Nissim Zvili, the party's secret- 
ary-general, said in outlining 
the status of Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations on all four fronts to a 
B'nai B’rith conference. 

At this point, Mr. Zvili said, 
“I cannot see the way to find a 
compromise" with Syria. 

In exchange for peace. Syria 
demands a total Israeli pullout 
from the territory Israel seized 
in the 1%7 Mideast war. 

Mr. Zvili asserted that a 
peace, agreement with Jordan, 
that would launch Israel and 
the Kingdom on economic 
cooperation, needs only a 
green light from King Hussein 
to be signed. 

And he said Israel wo . 
withdraw its troops .on: 
southern Lebanon witiii * “ \ 
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he said Israel did not want to 
conclude an agreement with 
Syria while it was reaching an 
accord with the PLO. 

The Labour Party official 
said it would be difficult to 
convince the Israeli people to 
accept a pullback on the Golan 
after years of being told that 
retaining the enclave protects 
Israel's security. 

“Most of the people would 
be against it,” he said. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad has offered Israel peace 
in return for the Golan 
Heights. The negotiations stal- 
led even before the Hebron 
attack. Israeli negotiators said 
Syria had not spelled out its 
peace terms. The Syrians said 
they needed first to be told 
they would recover the entire 
Golan. 

Clinton administration offi- 
cials have tried to mediate the 
differences between die two 
side But Mr. Zvili went furth- 
er and said the administration 
had taken two significant 
stands. 

“They completely support 
Syria on the sovereignty 
issue," M \ Zvili said. “It is not 
easy for u K ." 

•dr. 7vii laid Israel tried t-j 
mvirjce President Clinton and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Ch iSiopher that agreements 
a S> : i and 1e P J could 
ot be conclud-d simul- 
taneou y because of the pub- 
lic’s reservations about the 
terms. 

He said the Uni*:d States 
had offered to help provide 
security in the Golan Heights, 
though, and “maybe we'll be 
able to convince the people of 
Israel" to accept a settlement 
when it is presented to them in 
a referendum. 

A State Department official 
said afterwards “We don't take 
a position on these final status 
issues." 

“It's up to the parties them- 
selves to sort out the rela- 
tionships among the issues of 
peace, withdrawal and secur- 
ity." said the official, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

“As the president and the 
secretary said, we are going to 
be active in working with the 
partie t!>. tins track." 

: he i.iiicia 1 . noted he had not 
heard Mr. Zvili's speech and 
response to questions. 


Prince praises army’s innovative skills 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Tuesday 
toured several construction 
and water harvest projects. 

Prince Hassan commenced 
his tour at the Armed Forces’ 
A1 Hussein workshops where 
he inspected work progress. 
After seem? an out-of-service 
military id aK turned into a 
bulldoz .or agricultural use 
by the workshops. Prince 
Hassan commended the per- 
formance of the Armed 
Forces in using modem tech- 
nology to improve the condi- 
tions and performance of 
machinery. 

He visited an exhibition of 
locally-produced spare paps 
and was familiarised with 
several projects carried out 
by the army in cooperation 
with Jordanian universities 
and institutions, such as a 
remote-control plane project 
carried out in cooperation 
with fir. Jordan University of 
Science and Technology. 



Prince Hassan also visited 
several dam projects carried 
out by the Royal Engineers 
force in various parts of Jor- 
dan, such as A1 Geelat D^m, 
located 100 kilometres sr .h- 
east of Amman, whi.:.., once 
finished, can hold more than 
90,000 cubic metres of water. 


After visiting sever * con- 
struction projeev Vince 
Hassan met with re *“* ci 
Al Husseiniya town 
presence of Sheikh Faisai a. 
Jazi and representatives ot 
the bedouins of southern Jor- 
dan in the Lower House of 
Parliament. 


New Hebron muyor 
wants mosque opened 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The new Palestinian 
mayor of Hebron called on 
Wednesday for Israeli author- 
ities to reopen the mosque 
where a Jewish settler mas- 
sacred dozens of Muslim wor- 
shippers six weeks ago. 

“We wish to open the mos- 
que. It is very important and 
vital for the city... the tension 
will go down.” Mustafa 
Natsheh said in a telephone 
interview. 

After the Feb. 25 massacre 
Israel dosed the site and has 
maintained a curfew on the old 
city of Hebron, where the main 
Jewish settler enclaves in Heb- 
ron are located, in apparent 
fear of revenge attacks. 

Mr. Natsheh, deposed by 
Israeli occupation authorities 
in 1983, took up his post on 
Sunday as part of a deal be- 
tween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on security arrange- 
ments for the West Bank dty. 

Under that deal, 160 armed 
international observers from 
Norway, Denmark and Italy 
will deploy in Hebron. Mr. 
Natsheh dismissed any fears 
for their safety following a 
purported threat by tfwfel&rfiic 
Jihad to attack them. 

“I don’t think they are in 
danger. They are coming to 
help. So why injure them,” he 
said. 

Mr. Natsheh said he was 
travelling to Cairo on Wednes- 
day to brief PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on the situation 


in Heb-on. 

"We are going to give a real 
picture of the dty — the cur- 
few, thi closure of the centre, 
the stoppage of industry — in 
order that he will support us in 
all fields." 

Mr. Natsheh said Hebron 
needed 550 million in urgent 
finandal aid from the interna- 
tional community to fund de- 
velopment projects. 

Denmark confirmed on 
Wednesday it would send 
police to the European obser- 
ver force being sent to monitor 
security in Hebron. 

“Pariiament has today given 
us the green light to station 35 
Danish policemen and dvil 
observers in Hebron as part of 
the European Corps,” Prime 
Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmus- 
sen said. 

He was speaking after the 
parliamentary foreign affairs 
committee gave the govern- 
ment backing to send the con- 
tribution to a 160-man force 
due to be set up in Hebron in 
coming weeks. 

“It is vital for the further 
progress of the. Middle. East 
peace process that theobsep/er 
corps is in plape in Hebron;’’ 
Mr. Rasmusserrtold reporters. 

He said the exact nature of 
the peace observers' operation 
would be made clear next 
week, when police experts 
from the three .-..tributing na- 
tions i...J visited Hebron and 
talked with the Israeli author- 
ities and Palestinian repre- 
sentatives. 



Mustafa Natsheh 

“The corps will not be con- 
ducting an actual peacekeeping 
operation. The idea is that they 
monitor events and report 
back to the local town hall and 
Israeli or Palestinian repre- 
sentatives," Mr. Rasmussen 
said. 

“Every single inddent which 
could potentially spark off a 
conflict will have to be re- 
ported to the local authorities 
in Hebron," he added. 

Wednesday marked the for- 
tieth and final day of Palesti- 
nian community mourning for 
the Palestinians shot and killed 
in the Ibrahimi Mosque in Feb. 

The Danish national news 
agency Ritzau said a delegation? 
of diplomats from Denmark; 
Italy and Norway postponed a" 
planned visit to Hebron on 
Wednesday for fear of dvil 
unrest. 

The agency quoted Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
as saying he hoped the 160 
observers would be able to 
take up their duties in Hebron 
next week. 


Islam remains strongly 
rooted in Central Asia 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The former foreign-affairs 
adviser to the chairman of the 
Muslim Spiritual Board of Ta- 
jikistan says the Conner Soviet 
republics in Central Asia face a 
slow but inevitable return to 
the Islamic World. 

“That means the old com- 
munist rule would be swept 
away," Sergei Gretsky told an 
April 4 seminar at the Wilson 
International Centre for Scho- 
lars. 

“The fundamentals of Islam 
are now being taught in schools 
in Turkmenistan. Criminal 
punishment is handed out for 
polygamy.** Mr. Gretsky said. 

The most Muslim countries 
are Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 
Mr. Gretsky said. 

But while Central Asian 
Muslims are “gradually pro- 
ceeding to return to their Isla- 
mic roots,” they have not 
attained political rights, he 
said. 


A native of Belarus, who did 
his graduate studies in Tajikis- 
tan's capital of Dushanbe, Mr. 
Gretsky was foreign' affairs 
adviser to Qadi Akbar Tura- 
jonzoda from 1991 to 1993. 

Mr. Gretsky noted the civil 
war erupted in Tajikistan 18 
months ago. According to 
press reports, the communist 
elite that ruled Tajikistan in 
Soviet days defeated an in- 
surgency led by Islamic and 
democratic parties. 

The reports said opposition 
leaders were imprisoned, kil- 
led or driven into exile. More 
than 20,000 people are esti- 
mated to have died in the 
fighting in 1992 and early 1993. 
About 70,000 Tajiks fled to 
Afghanistan. 

After regaining control, the 
Russian-backed Tajikistan reg- 
ime began to repatriate re- 
fugees a year ago under a 
United Nations repatriation 
programme. 


Clashes in 
S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Re- 
sistance fighters and pro-Israeli 
militiamen fought artillery and 
rocket duels in South Lebanon 
Wednesday. Security sources 
said one militiaman and seven 
.civilians were wounded. 

The fighting began at mid- 
afternoon, when Hizbollah 
guerrillas fired mortars at a 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
outpost in the village of Beit 
Leif on the edge of die Israeli- 
occupied zone, injuring the 
SLA member. 

Israeli and SLA gunners re- 
taliated with artillery shells on 
suspected guerrilla hideouts in 
villages facing the western sec- 
tor of the border strip. 

The guerrillas then re- 
sponded with a sustained bar- 
rage of Katyusha rockets. One 
rocekt destroyed a house in 
Beit Leit and several others 
crashed in nearby ’Bin Ibil and 
Dibit, where the seven villa- 
gers suffered shrapnel wounds. 


Abu Jihad’s daughter 
symbolises peace hopes 


JERICHO, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — A young woman 
with a schoolgirl’s voice and a 
page-boy haircut has become 
the Palestinians’ most tangible 
sign that peace talks with the 
Israelis have finally begun to 
bear fruit. 

Hanan Deck, daughter 'of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) assassinated 
military chief Khali AJ Wazir, 
returned to the occupied terri- 
tories on Tuesday with her 
husband Ahmad, who was de- 
ported from a West Bank vil- 
lage in 1988 for being active in 
the Palestinian uprising. 

“Brothers, we win foe right 
today for every Palestinian to 
return,” she told hundreds of 
cheering well-wishers at a 
reeption in a garden restaurant 
fer those returning to the West 
Bank. 

About 50 Palestinians re- 
turned to the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank Tuesday. 
In activists greeted them 
with the black, red; white and 
green Palestinian flag and 
shots fired in the air. 

In Jericho, the daughter of 
the late Palestinian hero 
seemed a bit overwhelmed by 
the crowd's adoration. 

Two or three bodyguards 
protected her from the enthu- 
siastic crowd pressing to greet 
her at the oasis restaurant built 
around a spring pool and sur- 
rounded by banana groves. 

Encouraged into a small 
speedi, the young woman in 
her early twenties told the' 
celebrating people, “we are 
coming back for good- 
... brothers today we entered 
our nation into the history 
books.” 

Whenever her father was 
mentioned — for many Palesti- 
nians, be is a symbol of aimed 
struggle against Israel — the 
crowd burst into chants of 
“With our spirit and our blood 


we will redeem you, Abu 
Jihad.” 

Abu Jihad is believed to 
have been killed by Israeli 
commandos. 

The return of the expellees 
was negotiated as part of an 
agreement fo get peso- talks 
back on track after the Feb. 25 
mosque massacre of dozens of 
Palestinians by a Jewish set- 
tler. 

The members of the return- 
ing group, who either fled or 
were expelled for organising 
the uprising against Israeli 
occupation, also worked at the 
PLO’s Tunis headquarters in 
exile. 

They axe expected to help 
smooth public acceotance of 
PLO leaders who ne. lived 
under occupation. They face 
fractured local leadership, 
attempts by some armed fac- 
tions to continue attacks on 
Israel and disbelief that peace 
pacts will cause Israel to with- 
draw. 

For some of the expellees' 
elderly parents, Tuesday 
marked the first day they saw 
grandchildren born in exile. 

Fawzi Deek, Hanan Wazir 
Deek’s father-in-law, said he 
had never seen his three-year- 
old granddaughter Farah and 
added that the family reunion 
was a sign that peace was near,- 

The most prominent among 
the returnees to the West' 
Bank, Marwan Bargbouti, 
gave a fiery speech to the 
crowd about the PLO’s fight' 
for a Palestinian homeland.' 
But speaking later in Hebron 
to an Israeli reporter he sound- 
ed more pragmatic. 

“I believe that if there aren’t 
many more Baruch Goldsteins 
among the Israelis, we can 
establish good relations on the 
basis: of Israel’s withdrawal 
from all the (occupied) terri- 
tories,” Mr. Bargbouti said. 


Kuwait commentators 
cool to premier’s call 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
commentators on Wednesday 
reacted coolly to an attack by 
the prime ministc. on pc .al 
infighting in press -Jid parlia- 
ment ana gave mixed reviews 
•to news .of an impending gov- 
ernment reshuffle . 

Newspaper .columnists wel- 
comed a renewed commitment 
to parliamentary democracy by 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah on Monday evening 
in his first address to the nation 
since the .1991 Gulf war.. 

Some said a well-executed 
reshuffle might well bring clos- 
er his vision of a more produc- 
tive and self-reliant way of life 
in this affluent oil-exporting 
Gulf state of 1.5 million 
people. 

But the columnists said the 
prime minister had foiled to 
dispel an uncertain national 
mood because his announce- 
ment of the long-awaited- 
reshuffle was too vague. He 
also did not spell out detailed 
policy, they said. 

The possibility of a reshuffle 
had been rumoured for two 
months. It is expected to take 
place in the next two weeks. 

The present cabinet was 
formed in October 1992. It 
includes six elected deputies — 
the largest number of elected 
parliament members ever to sit 
in a cabinet. The top offices of 
state — foreign, defence, in- 
terior — are held by members 
of the ruling Sabah family. 

Sheikh Saad voiced support 
for the institution of pariia- 
menr revived in 1992 after a 
six-year absence but said 
“chaotic” political practices 
and outspoken newspapers had 
spread dissension, “inteDectnaJ 
intimidation, insults and iso- 
lence.” 


“The prime minister might 
not see what satisfies him in 
opinions we express through 
writing, but that does not mean 
that an opinion, when it lacks 
courtesy, becomes corrupt,” 
wrote Saud Al Samakah. depu- 
ty editor in chief of Al Qabas 
newspaper.. 

“All (government) ministers 
are not aware of the type or 
form of the reshuffle that his 
highness spoke of in the 
speech. For us this is a matter 
that amounts to a question, 
mark that makes the speech, in 
content and form, a bureaucra- 
tic speech that is far away from 
the field of reality.” 

“The way to serious reform, 
your highness, is dear and lit 
by 'he icyes of loyal people,” 
said Mr. Samakah. 

Sheikh Saad asked Kuwaitis 
to put behind them the trauma 
of Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation 
and prepare themselves for 
sacrifices to boost the economy 
through state expenditure cuts. 

Mohammad AJ Jassem, de- 
puty editor in chief of Al 
Watan newspaper, said: “It is 
obvious that the speech... had 
some change in the language 
used in comparison to previous 
speeches.” 

“This modernisation in the 
language of the speech is not 
enough to extinguish the flame 
of depression which had foil 
control on the psychology of 
the political street.” 

Newspapers enjoying new 
freedoms following the lifting 
of censorship after the war 
■have taken aim at almost all 
players in the country’* politic- 
al and economic life and have 
regularly splashed leaked con- 
fidential state documents on 
front pages. 
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3 Algerian 
Islamist 
leaders to 
be tried 

TUNIS (R) — Three Algerian: • 
Muslim -nufitant leaders, in-;.- 
dudtng the former head of the 
banned Islamic Salvation: 
Front (FIS), are to go on trial; 
in Algeria later this year, the; : 
Algerian newspaper Liberie 
said. 

Liberte quoted unidentified' ' 
sources as saying one erf the - , 
three men, Abdul Haq 
Layada, would be tried in June 
by a spedal court. 

It identified the other two: 
men as Abdul Kader Hachani : 
provisional president of the ex-/; 
ecutive office of the FIS, and: 1 
Charati Yeklef, a leading FIS;:, 
member. They will be tried in^’ i 
the third quarter of 1994. .-*• 

Mr. Layada was arrested in .. . 
Morocco and extradited to 
Algeria in late 1993. He itfg. 
considered the head of this--, 
most active Islamic militant' j 
group in the suburbs of; : 
Algiers. 

i\lx. Hachani took over as ; 
lead*** 1 of the FIS in July 19911 ; 
after the arrest of its prominent < 
leaders a month earlier. He has ] 
been in detention since early ; 
1992 after the army-backed au-* * 
tborities cancelled an election ■ 
the fundamentalists were? ; 
poised to win. ' ; 

The special tribunals wen! ■ 
created in late 1992 fo help * 
combat the wave of violence ip : 
which 3,200 people have been ; 
killed so for. 1_- 

Mr. Yeklef was arrested in ar. 
suburb of Algiers late in 1993 ; 
for his alleged support of ; 
armed groups. 

*FIS network found’ ^ ; 

French police have unco-2 j 
vered an Algerian Muslim fan-, i 
damentalists network iiA ; 
France and arrested two susi * 
peered members of the banned ■ 
FIS, Europe 1 radio reported; i 

The radio said police found i 
an arms cache belonging fo the ; 
FIS and arrested the two susj j 
peered militants on March 
in Lille in northern France, j 

Europe 1 quoted investigaJV 
tors as saying they had disco- ; 
vered a network which served <’ 
as a logistical base for the FI3 : 
v ,jp the first of its kind on * 
French t erritmy. ■ j* > 

police seized ah Hraeli-madq.1 
machine gun, ammunition^’. 
Hundreds of false Algerian 
identity cards and unspecifiedt ; 
documents. Police were look-i - 
mg for a third suspect, it said. - 

The radio added that anti- I. 
terrorism experts believed ; 
there were other such caches ■ 
and networks in France but \ 
that the FIS did not plan to 
attack targets in France. — 1 

There was no immediate^ 
-confirmation of the report. \ 

r 

Expulsion suspended j 

A French court on Wednes- ; 
day suspended an expulsion ■ 
order against two Algerian • 
teenagers sent to Algiers at the : 
height of protests against a. - 
youth wage law. 

Justiciary sources said thd i 
court in Lyon ruled the expul- ! 
sion was not an emergency and . . 
must be suspended pending a# ' 
final decision on whether it was ' 
justified. 

They said the ruling allowed 
Abdul Hakim Youbei, 18, and 1 
Mouloud Malad, 19, to return ; 
home to Lyon. 

The youths, long-time resi- 
dents of France, were expelled . 
on March 22 after they were 
accused of stoning police and 
looting. Algeria has refused to 
jet them in and they have since , 
been stranded in the transit 

area in the port of Algiers. • 

Human rights groups have . 
FOtestedthatthes ere expeh 
led before a court cwjld decide 
whether they were guilty. ' 
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Italian. AKMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Anny. Marita 89I6IU15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqe Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

ihc Slua Hospital t09i<lK>732 

! • ' ' ' ’i-v'-rr . irtris^JKO 

J-. 

Princes 3 jsnu .-iuspital . 

Grrak Cethotic Hospital 
■tar Al Nefccs Kcspit:;! .... 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


•021275555 

(02)272275 

(02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This infemadoo is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ABa IntematioatJ 
Airport TcL (08)S32OQ-S. where A 
should always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

Roysf Jordanian (RJ) Flights - 
(Terminal 1) 

MeH Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ1 

®&30 . — Adcn(RJ) 

08:10 Sanaa (RJ) 

0M5 New Delhi (RJ) 

1 035 Aqaba (RJ) 

HfcSfl - Riyadh (RJ) 

11.-00 — Bcirui (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

19:1a Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain f RJ) 

.ih30 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19-.45 .......... Tunis. Casa Slanca(Rj) 

Athens. LunacalRJ) 

21:55 RoaefRJ) 

21:55 Torino. LanwcaffiJ) 

2309 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

JifS 

SIS -.Cairo (MS) 

SS Istanbul (TK) 

- Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

{fee! Beirut (RJ) 

jwj - Aqaba, .Rome (add) (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (Rj) 

Amacrdam,aii c ^|^| 

(rJ) 

2U30 .... 

Otiiar Rights (Torminai 2) 

Whfi Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Udo Beirut (ME) 

isdo ^jwcaa) 

•* — -=r=sSS8a 


K15A2 E A iLWAY YRA1 

Pep-A mPM . 3:00 a.m.erreiy Mob 

jw. ..unman 5,-Oup.in every Mm 

" aras 7:30 un. every Sun 

Arr - AHBMB 5:00 p.m. every Sa 

prices 

Uppcrtowcr price m fOs per kg. 

Apple 

Banana " t ’ 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cksncntjnc 

Cucumbers parw)"ii” 

f«*|n^!sman) .... 

Bagptant 

Garlic 

^recn beans 

Lemon ..... 

“*"0*118^) ;;;;;;;;; 



Sfe::::::::::: 

^pper(hrt) 

■■■: 

Radish 

Tomato 

Spinach 

®*rittgbcans 


. 550(650 

680 

fiZO 

ISO / 100, 
.. 230/160 
.- 140/80 
260 / 200 
. 140/80 
230/160 
. 280/150 
1000/800 
.. 280/170 
. 460/300' 
130/160 
. 140/80 
260/170 
.. 480/380 
. 300/ 150 
450/250 
280/160* 
...750/450 
560 / 360 
560/360 
. 380/220. 

.. mm 

. 400/250 
250/170 
570/ 350' 
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REVAMPING THE SYSTEM: Prime Mink, 
ter Abdul Salam Majali Wednesday addres- 
ses a meeting attended by Minister of 
Education Khaled Omari and directors of 
education departments. Dr. Majali said that* 
it is incumbent on educationists to draw np 
and implement the appropriate me chanisms 
to bring about the desired change to the 
coon try’s educational system. The ministry 
has a duty to pot into force the democratic 
policies of the government in its schools that 


would raise competent generations of young 
people capable of coping with the require- 
ments of the modem age, said Dr. Majali. 
Democracy in dealing with the students and 
respecting the views of all should be en- 
hanced because it would create the proper 
educational climate for students and society 
at large. Dr. Majali added. At the outset of 
the meeting. Dr. Omari briefed the group 
on school building plans and other 
education-related projects (Petra photo) 



Majali opens society premises 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali Wednesday inaugurated in. 
Amman the new premises of the South Jordan 
Charity Society. In an opening address. Dr. 
Majali said the society does not aim to serve any 
factional purposes, but was established initially 
by University of Jordan students coming from 
south Jordan in view of the remoteness of the 
university from the south Jordan areas. The 
premises, he said, provide suitable lodging for 
ftmore than 60 students for free. 

Minister opens laboratory in irbid 

IRBID (Petra) — Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim. Malhas Wednesday visited Irbid Gov- 
ernorate where he met with Governor Fayez A1 
Abbadi and discussed with , him health-related 
issues. Dt. Malhas and She governor then 
opened the Irbid govemorate’s central labora- 
tory which will be used to examine samples sent 
by the govemorate's health centres and private 
sector physicians. 

Yarmotik University, ESCWAsign agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — A technical cooperation 
agreement Wednesday was signed between Yar- 


raouk University and the Economic and Soda! 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) at the 
university in Irbid. The agreement was signed 
on behalf of ESCWA by its executive secretary 
Sabah Bakjaji, and on behalf of the university 
by its president, Marwan Kama). It aims to 
mrgrade cooperation between die university and 
ESCWA in all fields of research and traTning. 
The agreement provides conferences and semi- 
nars and cooperation in conducting studies on 
issues of common interest, in addition to ex- 
changing expertise in various academic and 
scientific fields. 

11-day workshop targets poverty 

AMMAN (Petra) — A workshop on income- 
generating projects and curbing the poverty rate 
in Palestinian refugee camps Wednesday was 
opened in Amman. Some 27 participants from 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip are participating’ in the 
11-day workshop, organised by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agenc y (U NRWA) 
and the Near East Foundation (NEF), a non- 
governmental organisation offering training and 
development programmes. The workshop aims 
to improve the performance of relief workers 
and spreading awareness of the importance of 
launching income-generating projects in refugee 
camps to tackle poverty. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
pad place with the concerned institutions. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

☆ Italian film entitled “Fratelli E Sorefle” 
(Brothers and Sisters) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 
it Spanish film entitled ‘Los Santos Inocentes” 
(The Holy Innocents) at the Rpyal Cultural 

Centre on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

• 

it Spanish film entitled ‘Los Santos Inocentes” 
(The Holy Innocents) at the Royal Cultural 
• Centre on Friday at 5:00 p.m. 

Gorman fflm entitled “Abgeschminkt (Mak- 
■ ing Up) at the Royal Cultural Centre on 
' Friday at 8:00 p.m. 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCES 

& Musical performance by ‘‘Mirage” band at 
Prince Hassan Auditorium at the University 
of Jordan on Thursday and Friday at 5:30 
pjn. 

FUN FAIR 

First Annual Care Fun Fair at the Amman 
Baccalaureate School on Friday (l(h00 ldl 
- 5:00 p-m. includes games for children, 
food concessions, and other activities- At 
5:00 p.m. The Dead Sea Fish-Club Band 
will present a performance — proceeds to 
benefit the handicapped). 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr The Jordanian Comprehensive Medical 
Fair *94 (displaying medical and drug 
industries, medical appliances, computer 
and X-Ray equipment, and dental equip- 
ment) at the Jordan Inter-Continental 
Hotel. 

£ by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at 

the Itafian Language Centre (9ri» 
pan.) (Td- 669348) 

'*■ Exhib ition of Zafloum foodstuff products at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 
it The Second International Stationery Exhlbi- 
■ tion at the World Exhibition Centre, Uni- 
versity Road (Tel. 847113). 

Exhibition by Egyptian artfct Shalva 
Ibr ahim at Baladaa Art Gallary (Td. 

: 678589). 

Exhibition of spring paintings by Dr. Ali A1 
u Ghoul at Orfafl Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 

*■ “Spring Exhibition 1994” at the Jordan 
Plastic Art Association Gallery (Td. 
699914). 


-fir Exhibition by artist Perween A1 S&rraf at 
Aba'ad Art Gallery (l(k00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.) 
(TeL 819861). 

* Exhibition by Iraqi artists ELayfa Habeeb and 
Faroufc Hassan at Alia Art Gallery (10:00 
a.m. - 1:30 p-nu, 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.). 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Return to Nature” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

•it “The Amman-Baghdad exhibition” by 
Artist Ahmad AJ ShaikhaJi at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■it Ceramics exhibition by artist Zsam Nseirat at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of Jordanian herbs at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ flower exhibition entitled “The Flower 
Bridge Between Jordan and Palestine” at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Ama n (10:00 a.m. -6:00 p.m.) (TeL 679166) 

it Art exhibition by artist Ahmed Nawar at 
BaOca’ Art Gallery in Fubeis (daily from 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.} (TeL 720902). 

☆ Jordanian-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by 
over 80 artists at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi 
Saqra (9:30 ajo4b00 p.m.) (Td. 644451). 

* Exhibition of sculptures and drawings by 
Jordanian sculptor Samer Tabbaa. Also 
showing “permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab 
contemporary artists at Darat A1 Funun of 
the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Luwcibdeh (Tel. 643251/2). 

* Book exhibition at the Safeway Interna tion - 
aL 


FILM 

Video film in English on artist Edgar Degas 
(part 1) (accompanied with commentary in 
Arabic by Dr. Khaled Khrds) at Darat A1 
Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation in Jabal Luwdbdeh on Thurs- 
day at 5:00 pan. 


DRAMA 

'it Comedy in Arabic entitled “The Guaran- 
tee” at the Royal Cultural Centre ou 
Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 

TRIP TO SALT 

it Trip to Salt, organised by the Friends of 
Archaeology, includes a wanting tour focus- 
ing on different architectural and 
archaeological rites (mduding the Toukan 
and Q&qish houses). The next stop will be 
Jal’&d to see ruins from the Roman and 
Byzantine periods as wen as an Umayyad 
mosque. Departure will be from the Amra 
Hotel parking lot on Friday at 9riX) s_m. In 
private cars. 


Green belt planned 
to stem desertification 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A team of ex- 
perts from the United Na- 
tions Environment Program- 
me (UNEP) is due here to- 
wards the end of April to 
examine details of a planned 
green belt project to stem 
desertification on the eastern 
fringes of Jordan. The pro- 
ject is expected to be im- 
plemented shortly by the 
Ministry of Municipal and 

Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment. 

Saleh A1 Sharee*. director 
of the ministry's Environ- 
ment Department told the 
Jordan Times that the UNEP 
has given its initial consent to 
grant the department S8 mil- 
lion to help it carry out the 
project. 

“We plan to set up a three 
to five-kilometre-wide green 
belt of trees, shrubs and 
other vegetation along a 330- 
kilometre stretch from the 
north to the south of Jordan, 
in order to stem the en- 
croachment of desert land 
west wards,” said Dr. 
Sharee'. 

“Tree, shrub and pasture 
land cultivation will take 
place on lands located be- 
tween the dry or semi-desert 
areas; the plants will be 
selected to suit each area," 
said Dr. Sharee'. 

He said the UNEP team 
will be taken on tours of the 
region to obtain first-hand 
look at the situation and to 
recommend steps to be taken 


in creating the green belt 
which will serve as a natural 
barrier to the desert. 

Dr. Sharee' said that the 
ministry will enlist the assist- 
ance of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation as weii 
as the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) in implementing the 
scheme. 

He confirmed an earlier 
statement by Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
Ahmad Akaileh who said 
that the ministry was current- 
ly working on a suitable 
mechanism for the imple- 
mentation of the project 
which will be executed over 
several years. 

RSCN President Anis 
Muasher said that some 
tribes and settlements have 
destroyed the vegetation 
layer m the eastern parts of 
the country near the dry 
lands by plowing the land to 
grow cereals. He said these 
areas receive negligible 
amount of rainfall and could 
produce nothing. 

“Over time, the land dried 
up, the wind blew off the top 
soil because it had lost the 
vegetation cover that pro- 
tected it." said Mr. Muasher. 

According to Dr. Sharee'. 
when the UNEP grant starts 
to arrive, the Department of 
Environment will embark on 
the first stage of the green 
belt project, probably before 
the end of this year, he 
added. 


Extraordinary House session 
expected towards late April 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Ttmes 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament is ex- 
pected to hold its extraordin- 
ary session during the Iasi 
week of April, parliamentary 
sources disclosed' 
Wednesday. 

Both the executive and leg- 
islative authorities are debat- 
ing the issue, but lawmakers 
maintain that the session is 
most likely to convene in late 
April, especially since some 
international sources, they 
say. are pressuring the gov- 
ernment to endorse the sales 
tax draft legislation. 

According to Minister of 
Finance. Sami Gammoh. the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) refuses to negotiate 
with the government about 
the country's national debt 
until the sales tax draft law is 
endorsed. “The IMF considers 
the draft legislation an indis- 
pensable pillar for economic 
reform," Mr. Gammoh was 
quoted as saying in A1 Dus- 
tour daily on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile. Deputy Deeb 
Abdullah (Amman First Dis- 
trict) told the Jordan Times 
that members of Parliament 
were meeting with govern- 
ment figures Wednesday 
evening to finally agree on a 
date to convene the House's 
extraordinary session, which, 
according to the deputy, 
would have the sales draft 
legislation at the top of its 
agenda. 


Parliamentary sources said 
that some lawmakers were in 
favour of delaying the session 
until August, but the govern- 
ment cannot afford such a 
delay because of the urgency 
to approve the draft sales tax 
law. 

Some deputies, however, 
say that a compromise agree- 
ment by which lawmakers 
could convene a lengthy 
three-month session instead 
of a short two-month one is 
under way. 

About 20 deputies are also 
requiring a grace period dur- 
ing the extraordinary session 
to perform the pilgrimage 
(haj). according to the 
sources. 

As for the agenda of the 
session, lawmakers expressed 
their wish to include discus- 
sions on other issues after the 
draft sales tax legislation is 
approved. “There are many 
unanswered questions that 
require attention” 1AF De- 
puty Abdul Aziz Jaber told 
the’ Jordan Times. 

Meanwhile, .the House 
Judiciary Committee is re- 
viewing two approved draft 
legisl at ions after receiving 
complaints from different 
sectors concerning the “injus- 
tice" of some articles of the 
tenancy and municipal coun- 
cils’ draft laws. 

The House's approval of 
the tenancy draft law raised 
the disapproval of hundreds 
of downtown Amman traders 


who charged that the draft 
law gives the owners the right 
to evict the traders from their 
rented properties, thus caus- 
ing them (the merchants) 
many losses as they would 
have to move their businesses 
to other areas, which would 
mean losing regular custom- 
ers as well os large sums of 
money. 

Municipal council mem- 
bers also disapproved of the 
draft law on municipalities 
passed by the house Iasi 
month, saying that they were 
not even consulted and that they 
(council members) would 
know better what was in ihe 
best interest of their munici- 
palities. They added that the 
draft law gives the govern- 
ment the right to end the 
council membership of newly- 
appointed citizens before 
they are given the chance to 
serve their municipalities. 

Deputies- have been criti- 
cised for passing the laws 
“irrespective of the needs 
and requirements of their vo- 
ters," charged several mem- 
bers of municipal councils. 

According to the Constitu- 
tion. the agenda of the ex- 
traordinary session is set by a 
Royal Decree, which pre- 
cludes deputies from raising 
any issue outside the agenda. 
According to Al Dustour, the 
extraordinary session will 
heighten the gap between 
legislators and the govern- 
ment. 


Employment fund to inform 
job seekers on its. work 


AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
velopment and Employment 
Fond (DEF) Thursday will 
start visiting various govern o- 
rates to present an outline of 
its activities to local job seek- 
ers and voluntary and charit- 
able organisations, according 
to Mohammad Semadi, the 
DEF director general. 

The programme will start in 
Irbid where DEF board mem- 
bers will explain the fund's 
objectives and methods of pro- 
viding loans to those seeking to 
start a business, said Dr. Sema- 
di. 

Analyses by the DEF of 
available figures on unem- 
ployed Jordanians revealed 
that the majority live in the 
rural regions, and therefore, 
the fund will focus on the job 
seekers in those areas rather 
than in the cities, Dr. Semadi 
said. 


This year the DEF con- 
cluded two agreements: one 
with the Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development (QAF), 
and the other with the Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) which promised to pro- 
vide the fund with JD2 million 
that will be allocated in loans 
to job seekers attending to 
start an agricultural business. 
Dr. Semadi added. 

He said the fond is seeking 
the help of QAF because it has 
50 offices around the country 
that can assist the DEF m‘ 
providing its loan services. 

The DEF also obtained a S5 
million loan from the Euro- 
pean Union (EU); SI million 
of this loan will be spent on 
training heads of families in 
income-generating trades and 
the rest can be allot ed in direct 
loans to job seekers starting 
their own businesses. 


Jordan supports ALO drive 
to promote small industries 


CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan 
Wednesday voiced support for 
the Arab Labour Organisation’s 
(ALO) drive to promote small 
industries and traditional 
handicrafts in the Arab World.. 

Addressing the 21st Arab 
Labour Organisation's confer- 
ence here. Labour Minister 
Khaled Ghzawi said that Jor- 
dan-backs a report by the Arab 
Labour Office which urged 
Arab states to open the door to 
small and light industries which 
serve as tributaries that enrich 
socio-economic development 


in the Arab World. 

He called on the Arab 
Labour Office to establish a 
specialised department within 
the ALO to stimulate small 
size industries. 

Representing Jordan at the 
head of a government, em- 
ployers and workers delega- 
tion, Mr. Ghzawi said that in 
the past two years the Jorda- 
nian economy witnessed sign- 
ficant expansions in these in- 
dustries, vertically and 
horizontally. 

Small size industries in Jor- 


dan have given momentum to 
the economy, created job 
opportunities and boosted in- 
dustrial production, he said. 

To help boost this industry, 
the minister said, the govern- 
ment created the Development 
Employment Fund (DEF) with 
a special budget to finance 
small size projects and help 
curtail the unemployment 
problem. 

Mr. Ghzawi said Jordan 
would be ready to cooperate 
with the Arab Labour Office in 
promoting small size industries. 


Balqez elected AACO chairman 



Mi®*# 


Ceramics by Perween Al Sarraf 


A mastery of diverse 
ceramics styles, forms 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A high level of 
craftsmanship and a thorough 
mastery of a diverse range of 
ceramics styles and forms 
were evident at Iraqi artist 
Perween Al Sarraf s exhibi- 
tion, on display at the Al 
Aba'ad Art Gallery in Am- 
man. ■ 

Her 'mosaic patterns, wall 
plaques, cityscapes and pot- 
tery figures blend modem ab- 
stract styles with a broad 
panorama of Middle Eastern 
themes and motifs. 

Although the crafts- 
manship Ms. Sarraf shows in 
some 60 artworks she has 
chosen to display at the stu- 
dio is uniformly of high quali- 
ty, there were some rough 
edges in the exhibit in terms 
of artistic content. 

A few of her pieces, such 
as a trio of owls, are more 
suitable as decorative craft 
items and not as pieces for 
display at an art > gallery, 
where different merits apply. 
Displaying these pieces de- 


tracted from some of her 
stronger, more fully-fledged 
ait works. 

Ms. Sarraf s work is conde- 
mn able for its richness and 
sumptuousness of colour and 
hue, and a selection of pot- 
tery, and vase-like forms em- 
ploying deep earth-brown 
tones with a black glaze are 
particularly striking. 

Ms. Sarraf i$ currently the 
director of the ceramics sec- 
tion at the Young Muslim 
Women's Centre in Amman, 
and the display is being held 
under the patronage of the 
Young Women’s Muslim 
Association Honorary Pres- 
ident, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath. 

The Iraqi artist earned her 
diploma at the Institute of 
Arts and the Department of 
Ceramics at the Institute of 
Cultural Arts, both in Bagh- 
dad. 

She has exhibited her 
works in Baghdad, Moscow, 
and Amman. 

The current exhibition, 
which opened on Sunday 
April 3, will continue until 
April 14. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian President and Chief 
Executive Officer Mahmoud 
Jamal Balqez was elected 
chairman of the Arab Air Car- 
riers Organisation (AACO) at 
a recent meeting of its general 
assembly in Manama. 

Mr. Balqez urged Arab air- 
lines to upgrade their coopera- 
tion and launch joint efforts to 
deal with new world air trans- 
port developments. 

He said that he would call 
for a meeting of the heads of 
civil aviation authorities and 
chief executives of Arab air- 


lines soon in order to draw up a' 
pan-Arab air transport strategy 
to improve the Arab countries' 
air transport negotiating posi- 
tions in dealings with Euro- 
pean airlines. 

The AACO general assem- 
bly will hold its next session in 
Amman in mid-1995. and it 
entrusted Mr. Balqez to launch 
steps towards implementing a 
new pan- Arab airlines strategy 
through the help of a commit- 
tee comprising the directors 
general of the Moroccan, 
Egyptian. Lebanese and 
Kuwaiti airlines. 



Mahmoud Jamal Balqez 



ISTANBUL AND ANTALYA: 
2 CLASSIC DESTINATIONS 
1 CLASSIC AIRLINE. 
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Monday, Friday! 06:00 > 08:45 


Amman Office: jabal Amman, Third Circle. 
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Towards a strategy on Jerusalem 

IN LESS than two weeks, the Muslim and Arab worlds win be 
celebrating the completion of restoration works on the Dome of 
the Rock in Jerusafan. The significance of the occasion stems 
from the political implications it win have for the fatare of a 
city to which Muslims, Christians and Jews have looked with 
reverence for hundreds of years. The restoration work will help 
preserve the Islamic character of the Roly Gty against 
continuous Israeli attempts to bury it in oblivion. 

Jordan win be marking the occasion with the importance it 
deserves. Hundreds of Arab Christian and Muslim intellectuals 
from all over the world win converge on Amman on April 18 to 
celebrate it The committee entrusted with or ganising the 
celebration should view it as a prelude to the formnlaiioa of a 
comprehensive, thorough and inteffigent strategy aimed at 
denying the Israelis the monopoly they have claimed on the city 
since they occupied it through force in 1967. 

The committee should present the Arab and Muslim scholars 
and intellectuals with a rich agenda of activities geared towards 
tapping their knowledge and expertise for keeping afive Arab 
efforts to assert the Arab, Christian and MusBm identity of 
Jerusalem. 

A strong articulation of the Arab rights h Jerusalem to the 
rest of the world should be a priority in light of the enormous 
propaganda Israel has been launching to distort the history of 
the OH City to serve its purposes. As Crown Prince Hawam 
said to the meeting of the General khwA- Congress an 
Jerusalem m Amman yesterday, the Arab media should do its 
share in projecting to the world the fame story of Jerusalem. 
The Arab media and intellectuals should use the language of 
reason to co n v in ce the world of their rights hi the city. No 
Israeli propaganda can erase the history of Muslim and 
Christian Arabs hi Jerusalem. But there is mnch tint we can do 
to present this history to the world, «■» gam its support. 

Ota fondameuta! ina n es , the Arabs and Muslims cannot 
afford to be divided, said participants at the congress at the end 
of their three-day meeting. No Issue in the Arab-Israefi conflict 
is as fundamental as that of Jerusalem. Peace wiH never prevail 
in tbe Middle East unless Arab, Muslim and Christian rights in 
Jerusalem are restored. 

Jordan has always been in the forefront . in defending the 
Anto identity of the Holy City. His Majesty King Hussein has 
spared no effort in working towards preserving the Arab rights 
in Jerusalem. Jordan has history to speak for its role in the 
Holy City. But Jordan and the Palestinians will need afl the 
support they can get from the Arab and Muslim world to fight 
Israefi attempts to Judaise Jerusalem. The dnBenge is enor- 
mous. It is a task for all Arabs, Mns&m and Christians. 

Israel is reportedly pl anning to organise a Christian-Jewish 
celebra tio n to mark what it claims to be the passage of 3,000 
years since David bmU Jerusalem. These plans ring with alarm 
on two c o unts . First, it Es yet another attempt by Israel to 
rewrite history m its favour since it ignores that the dty was 
estabfisbed by the Cmranitr Arabs long before David. Second, 
because huge Israefi resources wiB be earmarked to me the 
event as a means of winning the sympathy of the world for its. 
claims in the dty. 

The Arabs wiB not be short of historical evidence to refute 
these da hn s . Mnsfims and Christian Arabs have coexisted 
peacefully in the dty for hundreds of years. Tbdr roots in 
Jerusalem are dog too deep for Israel to abolish, for its modern ■ 
and efficient propaganda machinery to bury with fabricated 
daims. Mnstim and Arab countries have a responsibility to 
fight these plans. And with the facts of history behind them, it 
should not be dif ficu l t for them to convince the world of their 
rights in Jerusalem. 

As Jordanian, Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese negotiators 
try to regain tbdr rights from Israel in Jerusalem and other 
occupied Arab territories through the peace talks, Muslim and 
Christian hndfeduab should be fighting Israeli propaganda in 
the Bahama tioual arena. The fight for Jerusalem is one that 
should be bmnehed on all fronts: diplomatic, political and 
fanteBectnaL It is time enough resources were iDocattd on afl of 
these fronts. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra*i daily Wednesday reminded the 
world of the urgent humanitarian services which Jordan 
accorded to the nearly one million evacuees from Iraq during 
the Gulf crisis and demanded fair treatment from the world 
community. The latest personality to praise Jordan for the 
services it offered to the evacuees was the head of the 
International Federation of the Red Crescent Societies. But 
praise for Jordan is not enough because the country is in need 
of an end to the injustice done to it and an end to international 
piracy practised against Aqaba-bound shipping, said Tareq 
Masarweh. Jordan’s territory and airports were open to all 
international agencies which flew in and out of Jordan the 
people stranded in Jordan after the war. But the Kingdom was 
rewarded afterwards with a siege on its sole port, continued 
the writer. The one million evacuees did not go to Syria. 
Turkey or Iran but to Jordan, rhe safe haven where Jordanians 
were generous offering food and medical supplies and free 
transport, said the writer. He said perhaps it was a mistake for 
Jordan to be so sympathetic to others and help other nations 
since this humanitarian gesture has drawn the world commun- 
ity's disregard to Jordan's rights and national interests. 

AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily commented on Palestine Libera- 
tion Orcanisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Ariifat's visit to 
Jordan which was designed to further bolster bilateral ties and 
maintain the highest" level of coordination between the 
Palestinian and Jordanian leaderships with regard to the 
Middle East question. The visit is timely, coinciding with a 
critical stage when the Palestine issue is facing a turning point 
as the Palestinian people continue to face repression as Israel 
drags its feet over the implementation of U-N- Resolutions 
and other agreements, said the daily. It said there is no 
alternative for the two sides but to intensify their contacts and 
coordinate their steps as they face a common destiny and 
future and bolster the national unity between the Palestinians 
and Jordanians. The paper said that Jordan is in the forefront 
and is deeply concerned with the Palestine question and the 
Palestinian people's national interests and will help the 
Palestinians regain their rights. Its said the joint efforts are 
bound to yield fruitful results, benefiting the Jordaman- 
Palcstinian family. 


Peace from a position of strength 


By Dr. Ahmad Y, Mqjdoubeh 

WITH DUE respect to the opinions of all those who think 
otherwise. I do not believe that we Arabs hold the weaker 
cards at the Arab-Israeti negotiating table, be it at the 
bilaterals, the multilaterals or the Gaza-Jericho negotiations. 

The number of those among us who wish to persuade us, 
whether iU-advisely or naively, that to enter into peace talks 
with Israel at this point in history is a grave mistake on our part 
(even though we have in fact entered into such talks is 
somewhat worrying. Such position is expressed by many 
journalists (especially in our Arabic dailies), political analysts, 
unionists, religious leaders, university professors and (less 
strongly) people from the various walks of life. The assump- 
tion held by most such individuals is that Arabs are either 
forced to engage in a process which we are not particularly 
qualified for or that we have, in the opinion of most radical 
forces deviated from the course of “resistance” and ‘'strug- 
gle,'* whatever that means. 

This attitude is both seriously flawed and unavoidably 
harmful. It is flawed for at least two reasons. First, those who 
do not see much value in peace negotiations between the Arab 
countries and Israel do so because, generally, they lack the 
vision for it. Such people are, quite simply, trapped in a 
historic era and a mentality which they are unable to 
transcend. Most of them belong to a defunct period, which 
some prefer to call (and somewhat justifiably, I think) the old 
world order, a world of cold wars, of military power, of 
dichotomised geography and of conflicting ideologies; a world 
in which we were at best intellectual dwarfs and ideological 
"bastards.” To them, people are composed of winners and 
losers: You win a battle, you have your rights; you lose it, you 
lose all — a Darwinian vision in its most negative sense. 
Individuals with such horrid perspective, who are found as 
much in Israel as in the Arab World, ding to the past 
desperately because they do not know any better: They can 
never imagine how solutions can be reached without the 
exercise of prowess and the show of military might and the 
shedding of blood. In my view, these people miss the point on 
two counts. In peace, there are no winners and losers, for all 
are winners and all gun; the realities of the world are 
changing, or have in fact changed. More important than 
military power is economic power, industry and social de- 
velopment. 

The biggest story of success in the 20th century is not the 
U.S. victory in the Gulf war but the triumph of Japanese 
technology, economy, work ethics and mind. Tne biggest story 
of failure is the fall of the Soviet Union. 

Secondly, such line of thinking in the Arab World is part 
and parcel of the greater myth and lie, namely, that Zionism is 
absolutely mighty and invincible, that it is an “octopus” 
holding in its grip Western governments, economies, intellec- 
tual institutions, the mass media and the sympathy of the 
masses. This myth, which has been perpetuated by Israel itself 
in order to incapacitate the Arab World and hold it hostage to 
such grave misconception, has found its way among many of us 
faster than fire can spread in bay largely because of ignorance. 
This is not to say that Israel does not have strong lobbies in the 
West. Far from it. It is to suggest, that we exaggerate Israel's 
strength and our own weakness. It is a big mistake to either 
feel impotent or be tricked by Israel's outrageous statements 
and declarations, as many of us do. 

There are many among us who read Israeli political 
discourse only superficially. When Israel says no to the 


dismantling of the settlements, to withdrawal from Jerusalem; 
or to recognition of the Palestinian state, they take it as a no, 
not as a negotiating tactic. Israel can say what it likes, but 
when it comes down to serious business, it roust compromise, 
be flexible and turn the no's into yes's. Its words are neither 
written in gold nor engraved in marble. For the sake of peace 
there must be give and take. 

Hie attitude is also harmful (as stated above) because it 
weakens the position of the Arab negotiator. If some of us 
continue to play their repetitious, monotonous and immensely 
boring song about the futility of the peace process, the 
gullabiiity of the Arab diplomat, the absurdity of talking to 
Israel, and the uselessness of attempting to change present-day 
realities through civilised dialogue, they will do os and our 
negotiators and politicians a great disservice. Many of our 
journalists, writers, political analysis, poets, novelists, eco- 
nomists and intellectuals are participating' only subversively 
and negatively. This is a shame, for what we need from them is 
not a destructive but a constructive perspective. Our diplomat 
and our negotiator are in need of their assistance. To be 
cynical is easy, to be an asset is more difficult. 

The peace process will undoubtedly benefit from an 
informed opinion, a specific fact here arid there, a profound 
comment, a sound advice and an appropriate critical remark. 
We want our historians to bring history to bear ou the 
negotiating process, our economists to bring economy to bear 
on them too. This is not happening much, for the majority is 
either silent or loud and obnoxious. 

We negotiate from a position of strength. We ought to know 
this, and Israel ought to know it. We bold so many cards in our 
hands, and we have so much to offer Israel. Through its racist, 
colonialist, imperialist, oppressive and violent policies Israel 
has alienated itself from all the essentially friendly countries in 
the region. Through its arrogance, intransigence and unwil- 
lingness to give us back our territories which it occupied by 
force, Israel has locked itself up in a prison winch it itself 
erected. How long can Israel live in such self-imposed 
isolation? How long can it continue to antagonise its neigh- 
bours? In exchange for the land it took by force, Israel can win 
its true freedom and contribute to peace. It can take part and 
enjoy the benefits of a happy Middle East This is a card whidi 
we hold in our hands. 

Can you imagine Israel achieving prosperity and happiness 
without the acceptance and assistance of its neighbours? How 
long can Israel rely on Western aid and charity? How can its 
economy grow if it does not interact with its neighbours? This 
is another card we hold in our hands. 

How can Israel have peace when it is committing a great 
deal of injustice in the occupied territories? How can it have 
peace of mind when there is an intifada? This is another card 
we have in our hands. Since the 1980’s, in particular, we have 
had the sympathy of the whole world. Since the very beginning - 
of the conflict we have had international law on our side. And 
so on and so forth. 

I am not saying the peace process will be all milk and honey. 
I am not saying we will get through it all we want. What I am 
saying is the following: Peace is an opportunity for us and for 
everyone in the region. We need to give it our best shot, and 
we need to change much of our attitude towards it. We are 
going to the negotiating table anyway; let’s go with know- 
ledge, faith and determination. 


The writer is a professor of American literature at Yarmonk 
University. 
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Yeltsin foes already campaigning for presidency 


By Anatoly Verbin 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — Russia's next 
presidential election is still 
officially more than two years 
away. But for President Boris 
Yeltsin's two fiercest rivals, 
the presidential campaign has 
already begun. 

Election rules have yet to 
be drawn up. Polls have not 
been called. Indeed, under 
the current constitution, they 
are not due until June 1996. 

But extreme nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky and 
former vice-president Alex- 
ander Rutskoi. ignoring Mr. 
Yeltsin's calls for a political 
time-out, have begun the 
race already. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky was made 
official candidate by his 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDPR) over the weekend. 
Mr. Rutskoi is clearly posi- 
tioning himself to stand, 
though he is yet to announce 
it. 

With Mr. Yeltsin himself 
keeping his powder dry. 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin constrained by his 
office, and radical reformers 
still in disarray after their 
electoral defeat in Decem- 
ber, opposition figures have 
the field ro themselves. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky won dic- 
tatorial powers at an LDPR 
congress this weekend, 
saying they were needed "to 
form a one-party government 
and win the top post in the 
country.” 

The erratic nationalist 


promised to restore the Rus- 
sian empire, threatened to 
dissolve the United Nations, 
accused the West of waging a 
bloodless world war three 
against Russia and, unusual- 
ly, targetted Mr. Yeltsin per- 
sonally. 

He also hosted a congress 
of Slav peoples attended by a 
dozen delegations from 
fringe nationalist parties, 
most of them from Serbia, to 
announce: 

“Let the West start wor- 
rying from April 3, the day 
when the Slavs started unit- 
ing, forming common state, 
political and maybe even 
military bodies.” 

Mr. Rutskoi was scarcely 
less militant. This week he 
took part in a procession of 
hardline Communists, 
nationalists and neo-Fasctsts 
of the Russian National Uni- 
ty Grouping (RNE) to com- 
memorate those killed last 
October when government 
troops and tanks crushed an 
armed uprising against Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Mr. Rutskoi led the upris- 
ing, in which officially 147 
people were killed, from the 
old parliament headquarters, 
the White House. When it 
was crushed, he was taken to 
jail and charged with organis- 
ing mass disturbances. 

He was amnestied by par- 
liament in February in what it 
called a conciliatory move 
but has shown no sign of 
repenting his call for armed 
militants to storm the Mos- 


cow television centre and 
mayor's office, the actions 
which sparked off the up- 
rising. 

"No less than 500 people 
- have been killed in the White 
House," Mr. Rutskoi said, 
i “It is not RNE who are Fas- 
j cists. It is those who opened 
',fire on the White House.” 

While avoiding Mr. Ruts- 
koi's hardline rhetoric, mod- 
erate Communists in parlia- 
ment are also hostile to Mr. 
Yeltsin's idea of a political 
truce up to the presidential 
polls in 1996. 

Communist leader Gen- 
nady Zyuganov made clear at 
a news conference last week 
that his party still does not 
accept the new constitution, 
passed in a referendum in 
December, and wants to 
amend it. 

He also suggested that the 
presidential elections be 
brought forward. Mr. Yelt- 
sin, now 63, was elected in' 
June 1991 for a five-year 
term. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s vagueness on 
whether he will stand him- 
self*. topped by continuing 
media reports of his failing 
health, vehemently denied 
by his aides and family, lead 
the opposition to view him as 
a lame duck. 

Liberal reformers, shat- 
tered by their loss in Decem- 
ber parliamentary elections 
and unable, ar least for now, 
to overcome internal splits,* 
do not seem in a position to 


put forward a strong candi- 
date. 

Free marketeer Yegor 
Gaidar has announced plans 
to create a party. Russian 
television responded in a sad 
comment: “The party cannot 
have mass following because 
he (Mr. Gaidar) is too honest 
and too clever.” 

That leaves Mr. Yeltsin 
himself and the centrist Cher- 
nomyrdin, though both are so 
far avoiding any firm commit- 
ments. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s message is 
that if there was a candidate 
whom he could trust and who 
was likely to win, the Russian 
leader would consider his his- 
toric task completed. 

"For me, it is not a ques- 
tion of staying or leaving. It is 
a question of leaving Russia 
in safe and democratic 
hands,” he said in a recent 
interview in die Spanish daily 
El Pais. 

“These hands will have to 
be capable of holding the 
Russian rudder steady in 
heavy seas.” 

At the moment those 
hands seem most likely to be 
Mr. Chernomyrdin's. Soce be- 
coming prime minister in late 
1992 Mr. Chernomyrdin has 
emerged as undisputable 
number two in Russia. 

He has never wavered pub- 
licly m his loyalty to Mr. 
Yeltsin and maintains it is 
immoral to speak about his 
own presidential ambitions 
while the current incumbent 
is still in place. 


China’s move against 
dissident shows 
power of ideas 


By David Schlesinger 

Renter 

BEIJING — China’s latest 
move against its most prom- 
inent dissident shows Wei 
Jingsheng’s potency as a sym- 
bol of democratic pressures. 

'The official Xinhua news 
agency this week published a 
police statement saying Mr. 
Wei was being detained and 
interrogated “because he 
violated the law on many 
occasions and is suspected of 
having committed new crimes 


dons for industry, agricul- 
ture, technology and the 
armed forces, 

"People should have 
democracy. If they ask for 
democracy, they are only 
asking for something they 
rightfully own. Anyone refus- 
ing to give them democracy es 
a shameless bandit uo better ' 
than a capitalist who robs 
workers of their money 
earned with theii sweat and 
blood,” the article said. 

Mr. Wei's long years of 
imprisonment have dearly 
not changed his ideas at all. 
This leaves him directly at 


whim be was deprived of his with a Communist Party# 

political rights and on determined to maintain ' 

P Mr te Wei was released m poBtkal only five 



September after serving near- 
ly 15 years in prison. His 
renewed detention is sure to 
rekindle debate in the United 
States about whether human 
rights concerns should stand 
in the way of normal trade 
between Beijing and 
Washington. 

In less than two months, 
U.S. President Bfll Clinton 
must dedde whether to re- 
new China's Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) trading pri- 
vileges, something he has 
said he will do only if it 
makes progress on rights. 

Chinese officials did not 
specify the new charges 
a gains t Mr. Wei. 

But tbe timing of the hard- 
line statement shows how 
dangerous the Communist 
Party feels Mr. Wei has be- 
come... .1 . He 

has been a focal point of 
Beijing’s small and scattered 
dissident community since his 
release. 

“They have found it very 
difficult to handle Mr. Wei 
Jingsheng,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. “They had two 
options: Let him go on, 
which has domestic consequ- 
ences, or stop him, which has 
international consequences. 


years ago it ordered a bloody 
army crackdown on student- 
led pro-democracy protests in 
Tiananmen Square. 

In one recent article, writ- 
ten for Hong Kong’s Eastern 
Express newspaper, Mr. Wei 
warned businessmen a gain st 
sacrificing democratic princi- 
ples in their rush to make 
money off the China market, 
an argument winch cuts to 
the heart of tbe MFN debate. 

“Tbe potential of China’s 
vast market is very seduc- 
tive,” he wrote. 

“But if investors fail to 
invest in helping the rational 
forces of democratic reform 
and instead leave China’s fate 
in the hands of reactionary' 
autocrats or other unpredict- 
able elements, then this is not 
merely harmful to the in- 
terests of the Chinese people. 

“It is also harmful to the 
interests of the businessmen) 
who have invested in the 
China market themselves.” • 

His words directly contra- 
dicted Chinese leaders who 
have worked hard to get 
American businesses to lobby A 
the Clinton administration to ff 
remove the link between hu- 
man rights and trade. 

Businessmen and econom- 
ists have wanted of serious 
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“They’ve showed that no .economic, consequences . f fof 
matter what, they re not - .‘both sides if the rights row 
going to have dissent at any- — — ----- 


cost.” 

Mr. Wei is a self-taught 
political philosopher who has 
been a challenge to the Com- 
munist Party since the late 
1970s. .. 

His most famous work, 
written at the height of the 
short-lived “Democracy 
Wall” movement in 1978, 
was a tract entitled “the fifth 
modernisation — democra- 
cy” 

Tins demanded that the 
Chinese people be given a 
voice in their future. This 
right, said Mr. Wei, was as 
important as the government- 
approved four modern isa- 


ruptures trade ties. 

-‘-A commentary in this, 
week’s official Outlook 
weekly praised business lead- 
ers who took China’s side and 
dismissed as know-nothing 
idealists those who tried to 
get human rights progress 
through trade pressure. 

“Their ignorance of China 
and the world situation is 
extreme,"" the magazine’s 
commentator wrote. “They 
still grasp on to the outdated 
weapons of the ‘carrot’ and 
the ‘stick’. 

“But we believe that real- 
ity is the best teacher and will 
sooner or later bring these 
idealists around.” 


Foreign channel 


misnamed? 


To die Editor: 


RECENTLY I read in the Jordan Tunes that Jordan Televi- 
sion (JTV) is going to start airing yet another Arabic series 
which will be subtitled in English. I felt we viewers might be 
headed for trouble when I heard a commentator on Radio 
Jordan saying how a wonderful, brilliant series ‘‘End of a 

Brave Man was and how well it was accepted. Who loved the 
senes and acrepted it? Nobody I know. Did anyone do 
research into who watched and who didn't? a.c — _ ^ 


. — auu i considered mat the 

senes was shown on television as part of sacrifice for most 
viewers. After trying very hard to watch the series, I found it 
uninteresting, overdone, and of student film-maker quality (it 

a one OT one “d-a-half hour movie 
bntmrt a mgMy senes for one month). Also, the subtitles 
were very poorly dime (poor timing, wrong spelling, letters 
left out, and poor English usage). R 

fo addition to airing more uninteresting Arabir 

weefarf Te . lCTisio " >“* <*osen to air two 

x - ° f 

mo « well-loved 


programmes are being at lUMVm arVn'* 
winch is bedtime for most people. 
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foreign charnel/ 01 P™* 1 * “ the JTV 
quality. I feel I soeak^fi^^” 0111 ® Was a * wa 9* of very high 

sssrss ^ iask ^ * 

to be entertained, informed and id? WSC dcds,on * 
to death). and “"Ehtened (not to be bored 
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Exhibition leaves deep impression on art society 


By Mohammad Mashauriqa 

An exhibition of paintings, entitled Writers... Painters, has 
jnst come to a dose at the Royal Cultural Centre in 
Amman without much fanfare. 

The visitors were a limited group of artists and writers 




who examined a new phenomenon in art work by writers , 
poets and novelists-tumed artists. 

Indeed , painting is a sudden and unexpected talent 
displayed by Jamal Naji. Farouq Wadi and Ibrahim 
NasraUah. The visitors were spell bound by the excellent 
and high quality pieces of artwork which placed these 
writers in the forefront among the list of modem Jordanian 
artists. 

Asked to assess his own talent as painter after excelling 
as a novelist and a poet T Jamal Naji said: “In painting , I am 
haunted by the characters of my novels. I imagine their 
features and situations and try to depict them in my 
painting. 

“/ have learnt through writing that a play or a novel 
would not be complete without putting in all the details, . 
and this is exactly what I am experiencing and applying in 
painting, though the tools in this art are different. ” added 
Naji. 

He said he had actually painted the characters of his ' 
novels. “The smallest details missed in writing are being 
embodied in the painting. " 

Naji, a bank employee in Jordan , has written six novels 
and a number of short stories. He is rightly considered one 
of the notable novelists of Jordan who tackle social and 


tbrmbim KasraRah’s pahttlngs prmsmnt a 
mood of mystmry 



Onm of tha paintings by Farouq Wadi 


political issues. His latest novel, about life and death, 
featured the critical situation in Jordan in the late 1980s 
when the Jordanian society was deeply shaken by a violent 
economic crisis that resulted in a deep deterioration in the 
Jordanian people's standard of living. 

In Naji’s view a novelist/painter has more potential in 
depicting the details of a novel's character. Naji opted for 
the abstract expression in his paintings but at the same time 
he was scrupulous in reflecting minute details of the subject 
of his drawing. 

Nove/isc/poer Ibrahim NasraUah considers painting as a 
tool to express his views, “not so much different from 
writing except in form." 

He says: "In painting I can express hidden and hitherto 
undiscovered talents in myself and in painting I try to 
acquire and express my desire to achieve a miracle . " 

In his view, poetry and novel writing are interwoven in 
artistic work with painting because they are both an' 
expression of the talent. 


AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


NasraUah says painting has the power of attracting the 
viewer though it does not possess as much power as the 
poem or the novel in impressing readers. 

NasraUah 's paintings present a mood of mystery and 
concealment expressed in the strange characters and 
subjects. He resorts to co/ours to express his ideas. 

NasraUah has published eight collections of his poetry 
and four novels, one of which was translated into English. 

Farouq Wadi, the third writer/painter, adopts a different 
method and different tools to present his works of art. 

He avoids abstract art in his paintings which depict 
oriental architecture. 

Wadi says: “ Since the Arab defeat in June 1967, 1 have 
not been able to touch my brush and deal with the colours, 
neither was I able to deal with or resort to armed struggle 
or to tackle the issue of class struggle. I have dedicated my 
past work to writing. But in recent years I felt that I have 
the need to express views in a different manner and hence, 
my decision to revert to my past interest, that is painting. 



A painting by Jaunml Magi 

which I had abandoned for 25 ycars."\Vadi has published a 
collection of novels and a book on literary criticism. 

The exhibition Writers. . . Painters could be described as 
one of the main art exhibitions that have left deep 
impression on the art society in the country. 
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TI taArab Work! After Dmsart Storm 

By Mohammad Faour 

Published by the United States Institute of Peace 
Press J 76 pages 

‘'WASHINGTON — 'JJbere seems' little chance, for t 
Western democracy tri develop and prosperin the Arab 
World, at least in the Short run, ” according to Mohajp- 1 j 
mad Faour, author of The Arab World After Desert 1 
Storm. Although the Gulf War increased popular 
demands for democracy and raised Western expecta- 
tions to high levels , if did not significantly reduce several 
major obstacles to the development of democracy: 

— Most Arab countries lack a strong chU society — a 
uefwarfc of independent voluntary associations such as 
labour onions that mediate between the government and 
tbe people — which is a hallmark of established 
democracies. - — 

— Some Arab regimes continue to exert increasing 
control over tbeir citizens’ daily lives by using the army, 

We ’pdBcefbFceTand cml security agencies to control or 
suppress dissent _____ - 

— The governing eBtes are cohesive groups, often 
based on family or class ties, and political leaders hip has 
traditionally been “personal, authoritarian, patrimo- 
nial, and patriarchal . M Abo, communal and sectarian 
bonds, which generally work against national unity, 
remain strong. 

— The governments themselves are by far the largest 
economic actors in each country, giving them another 
effective measure of control. 

— And, finally, powerful democracies such as the 
United States have failed to exert “continuous, strong 
external support for democracy, ” in tbe Arab World. 

In The Arab World After Desert Storm , Faour 
examines tbe Middle East in the wake of tbe Gulf War 
and speculates on changes that may occur in the next 
few years. The book details post-war developments in 
six key countries — Algeria, Egypt, Iraq , Jordan, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

According to Faour, the human costs of the war were 
“appalling. Given the large number of Arab expatri- 


ates from poorer countries working in the oil-producing 
countries, the war triggered a chain of events with 
enormous Jmpact throughout the Middle East: 


— - Roughly 350,800 Palestinians woe displaced from 
Kuwait Most of them ended op in Jordan, causing 

— Saudi Arabia expelled close to one mfllum Yemeni 
wfoJriiers-’ • MdSf 'bfthese workers retumed td Yemen y' 
depriving and already weak economy of $12> billion in 
. workers’ remittances through April 1991 (and more 
thereafter ). 

— Roughly 800,000 Egyptian farmers and skilled 
workers in Iraq returned to Egypt Subsequently, almost 
one million Egyptians sought work in Saudi Arabia, 
replacing the expelled Yemenis. 


“The tendency... within some 
Western circles to ascribe to the 
war all sorts of beneficial effects 
must be corrected; in the Arab 
World at least, the war has cre- 
ated more problems than it has 
solved.” 


— Nearly 1.8 million Iraqis, mostly Kurds, were 
dislocated within their own country. In addition, Faour 
estimates that over 100,000 Iraqis died as a result of the 
war and its aftereffects, and that 1.4 million Iraqis sought 
refuge in Iran. 

Faour also cites the enormous economic costs of the 
conflict. War-related costs in Kuwait amounted to more 
than igfl billion, not including the price of restoring the 
shattered environment. For Saudi Arabia, costs associ- 
ated with conducting the war and related economic 
losses were at least $60 billion. Jordan lost $500 million 
in annual aid from the Gulf states and $400 million in 
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annual remittances from Jordanians previously em- 
ployed in Kuwait. 

Tbewar'also dramatically underscored the gradual 
decline of pan-Arabism in favour of territorial national- 


ism and the concurrent rise of Islamism (sometimes 
referred to as "political Islam ” or “ Islamic fundamental- 
ism”) in the Arab World. Faour predicts that although 
“the outcome of the struggle for power between the 
Islamists and... the ruling elites is far from certain , " the 
influence of the Islamists in Egypt will probably grow 
and in Algeria they will “ continue to be a powerful 
political force... dominated by radical, militant ele- 
ments. ” In Jordan, on the other hand, tbe Islamists and 
King Hussein have developed a working relationship, 
that, while not without tensions, will continue to 
provide Islamists with some influence on Jordanian 
politics. 

Faour expresses optimism about greater Arab flexibil- 
ity regarding the Arab-Israeli peace process. Arab 
states, he argues , now realise that “maintaining tbe 
present status quo is truly more dangerous than a 
potential negotiated compromise, ” (as evidenced by the 
agreement between tbe Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and Israel). The Gulf War contributed to this more 
realistic point of view by destroying Iraq's military 
superiority; exacerbating domestic economic, political 
and social problems in key Arab countries; and dispell- 
mg the myths that tbe Arab states could achieve mili tary 
panty with Israel and that Arab solidarity would surface 
when one or more Arab countries was fighting a 
non-Arab power. 

Faour also analyses how intraregional relations have 
changed in tbe aftermath of the war. He conclude tit at 
since the end of the Gulf War, inter-Arab politics 
continues to be heavily influenced by each nation's 
wartime position (in support of tbe international coali- 
tion against Iraq or not) and that politics have become 
"atomised," with each state “ explicitly placing its 


domestic interests before regional or subregional in- 
terests." This fractured “new Arab order’" includes 
many elements: 

— The economic split between the “haves” (tbe Golf 
states) and tbe “have-nots” (Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Syria 
and tbe Palestinians ) continues. 

• — A number of Arab states have become more 
dependent on tbe support of countries outside tbe region, 
such as tbe United States, Britain and France. Kuwait, 
for example, has reached bilateral security accords with 
all three countries. 

— Several longstanding disputes between Arab states 
have become more active. For example, the border 
disputes between Saudi Arabia and Yemen and between 
Bahrain and Qatar have flared in recent months. 


Operation Desert Storm was “the 
equivalent of an enormous earth- 
quake that has rearranged va- 
rious features of the Arab land- 
scape, and the aftershocks of 
which are rumbling still through- 
out the region." 


— Regional international organisations such as the 
Arab League, the Arab Maghreb Union, the Arab 
Cooperation Council, and tbe Gulf Cooperation Council 
have faded to forge common positions. 

— Tbe roles of Egypt and Saudi Arabia as regional 
powers have declined. Indeed, Saudi Arabia," which 
previously mediated inter-Arab conflicts, has now be- 
come a party to regional conflicts, "straining Its relations 
with Iraq, Jordan and Yemen. 

— Syria's importance in regional politics has grown , 
since it is " the only Arab power that constitutes a 
military threat to Is rad . " — U.S. Institute of Peace. 


American matador fought bulls, prejudice 


By Richard Bastin 

Reuter 

;V2 LLE, Spain — Tbe 
ty living North American 
have fought his way to 
> top in Spanish bullfight 
r is ready to hang up his 
jc after nearly 40 years of 
ring one of the world's 
rst dangerous animals. 
But John Fulton says. that 
i most difficult thing be 
s had to deal with is not 
i hulls, but the prejudice 
the Spanish bullfighting 
'abashment. 

Fulton, 61, who made his 
t stand in Mexico on 
ml 2, has struggled 
■ vughout bis career to 
iakinto the close-knit or- 
s that dominate the buO- 
bt or “ corrida 
He is not alone. The 


problems faced by aspiring 
“ toreros " are notorious m 
Spain, especially for fore- 
igners. 

Colombian matador 
Cesar Rincon had enor- 
mous trouble getting Eglii* 
in Spain when he. arrived, 
even though he was a star in 
Ins own country . He kept 
fighting brilliantly and 
eventually could not be 
ignored. 

Fulton’s own entrance 
into the surreal and roman- 
tic world of bullfighting be- 
gan when he saw the film 
version of Blasco Ibanez’s 
novel Blood And Sand ab- 
out the rise and fall of one 
young SevUlano hopeful. 

“Its still a marvellous 
movie , but when 1 was 12 it 
really impressedme^ I knew 
‘then that one way or 


another / had to become a 
bullfighter and live in Sevil- 
le,” Fulton said. 

He first was introduced to 
Spain through exiled Spa- 
niards in ms native Phi- 
ladelphia. One was a retired 
matador, who taught him 
some moves with the sheet 
be used in bis barber’s shop. 

Eager to pursue his bull- 
fighting interest, Fulton 
won a scholarship to study 
painting in Mexico, and it 
was there that he first stood 
in front of a boll. 

“ Even when you have 
seen them ride-on, they 
never seem as bigas they do 
up front” he said. A four- 
year-old fighting bull stands 
at least 1.5 metres (five 
feet) tall and weighs more 
than 500 kilos (1,100 lb). 

After doing tbe rounds of 


the Mexican “ novillero ’’ or 
novice dreoits , Fulton de- 
cided to come to Seville , 
when? the Maestranza Ring 
is the unofficial capital of 
world b unfig hting. 

He arrived in 1955 with 
$400 in his pocket , an 
American name and Mex- 
ican experience. 

It took him eight years of 


struggle to make it to tbe 
top level, but even then 
things were not easy. He 
found it difficult to get 
signed up for fights because 


of his nationality. 

“It was all too much for 
them, it challenged their 
self-respect and their pre- 
conceptions, ” Fulton said. 

Shortly after becoming a 
fully-fledged bullfighter, be 
killed a mill from the legen- 
dary Miura farm as the only 


success of an afternoon 
featuring six of the coun- 
try’s top matadors. 

But the impresarios and 
critics were still not in- 
terested. 

“You apt the feeling that 
some of them saw * Amer- 
ican matador * on the post- 
ers and wrote their articles 
in advance ,” Fulton said. 

Despite its poUtics of ex- 
clusion, Fulton loves bull- 
fighting and is nostalgic ibr 
the days when toreros took 
bigger risks and the bulls 
were stronger and more 
powerful. 

“There was real danger 
and real excitement — what 
it's all about. What we have 
nowadays is decaffeinated 
bullfighting. Rincon is one 
of the few gays who really 
gets out there and puts him- 


self on tbe line by getting 
dose to the bull , ” Mr. Ful- 
ton said. 

The cprrida as an art 
form — its aficionados insist 
it is not sport — is in a state 
of crisis as it struggles to 
re-define itself in modem 
day society and fend off 
critici sm from animal rights 
groups . 

“I really don't believe the 
bull suffers too much, 
there’s so much adrenalin 
involved that neither the 
animal nor tbe matador 
tend to notice the pain,” 
Fulton said. 

To support bis first love. 
Fulton was forced to look 
for other sources of income. 
He developed bis painting 
skills and eventually opened 
bis own gallery in Seville , 
which features bis personal 


cave painting-style pictures 
in bull’s blood. 

He has also recently 
finished illustrating a new 
book by American author 
James Michener. who met 
Fulton while writing Iberia 
in the 1960’s. 

Fulton’s studio walls por- 
tray his life as an expatriate 
living in Seville. There is a 
picture of him and actor 
Peter O'Toole in matador 
costumes during the filming 
of Lawrence Of Arabia. 

Alongside is a photocopy 
of a cheque payable to Ful- 
ton signed by a bullfighting 
aficionado named Ernest 
Hemingway. 

There is a photo of Ful- 
ton and bullfighting legend 
Juan Belmonte. iHe was 
with Belmonte in 1961 
when they were told that 


Hemingway had committed 
suicide. 

Belmonte said of 
Hemingway: “He did what 
he had to. *' A year later 
Belmonte killed himself. 

Fulton fought his last bull 
in the picturesque Mexican 
town of San Miguel De 
Allende where he made his 
first kill nearly 40 years ago. 
He sports a pony-tail in 
anticipation of the tradi- 
tional retirement ceremony 
where a fellow torero wifi 
lop it off and mark the end 
ot Fulton ’s days in the ring. 

If he were to start again, 
he said he would change bis 
name to something Spanish. 
“They'd have no excuse hut 
to recognise me for who / 
am. Perhaps I’d call myself 
Juan Gallardo” — the bull- 
fighter in Bldod And Sand. 
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How does it work? 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


Thanks to attractive , easy to read persona/ computer 
(PC) magazines . to more than a decade of inherited 



ts 

994 


computers and data processing, 
Megabytes — million bytes or characters — , 
megahertz (one of the units used to measure a compu- 
ter s speed), MIPS (Mega Instructions Per Second) have 
no more secrets for PC operators. Even teenagers will 
tell you everything you wanted to know (but never 
dared to ask) about the different components of a 
PC-based system: keyboard, monitor, disks, central 
memory , multi-media, laser discs , etc... 

As valuable as it can be, such a level of knowledge is 
called “basic" by computer professionals. I would even 
add to it the term “ commercial ” for it is the kind that 
allows people to choose and buy the PC they need. 

Beyond the layman's knowledge and the commercial 
level, beyond even the standard level of professional 
analysts, programmers and electronic engineers, is a 
MM, unkn 


chip talk 



digital electronics are perfectly aware of the theories 
involved in designing microchips, fn other words, 
specialists do know about the principles of microchips 
manufacturing, but what remains a well preserved secret 


is the actual manufacturing process. 
Simblv out. all comDlicatea cL 


Simply put, aU complicated circuits are laid on large 


scale drawings, large enough for the human eye to 
perceive ana work on. Once the final stage is reached, 
the drawings are photographed, reduced to a much 


wo j 


town to most of us — the world of VLSI — 


Very Large Scale Integration, 
we know that data is - recorded on a bard disk. 


displayed on the monitor and 
can even 


vinted on hard copy. We 


a jpnnte 

explain how software works, bow data 
ives us perfectly prepared documents and 
tw databases let us “ crunch ” information. But do we 
know exactly how the computer does all this internally? 
How does it keep all these megabytes in memory? How 
can it calculate, compare, sort, retrieve and store 
information? 

Processing is possible thanks to the microchips, these 
tiny blade silicon wafers found on electronic boards 
which remind us of the building blocks in a Monopoly 
game. Without them there would be no computing. At 
least not as we have come to know it. 

Sophisticated manufacturing techniques allow en- 
gineers to squeeze, on a single chip, mind boggling 
amounts of data. Some chips are designed to store 
information while others pei 
(calculations, comparisons. 


“ 

chips are designed to store 
perform the actual processing 
s, etc...). All those who study 


smaller scale and transferred to the siticon wafer 
through special ultra-violet “ printing " techniques. It is 
precisely the reduction and transfer techniques that are 
the trade secrets of chips manufacturers like Intel, 
Motorola, Texas Instruments and others. 

The chips' design , even on a human scale, is already a 
prowess in itself, but the reduction and manufacturing 
te chni ques are almost unbelievable. Currently, four 
million characters can be stored on half of a square inch 
area memory chip and microprocessors weighing a few 
grams and having a one square inch area can process 50 
million instructions per second. Only a few lucky 
specialists in the world know exactly how this is 
achieved, from the manufacturing point of view. VLSI is 
definitely not a bobby to practice at home. 

Once the limit of the matter itself (silicon or other) 
are reached, down to the atomic level, computer 
designers will start relying on parallel processing 
(already commercially available) whereby several pro- 
cessors work in parallel, at the same time, each being 
assigned a specific task. Nobody can even foresee the 
limits of parallel processing. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 




BELIEVE FT OR NOT 


1 The coldest region in the world is Washington 
Mountain in New Hampshire where temperature 
never exceeds 2 degrees below zero all the year 
round and that the thickness of snows foiling on it 
approximately readies 7 metres. 

One of the nohtiity in England held a funeral for his 
•tame parrot on.tbe occasion of die bird's death. The 
gentleman placed the panot in a coffin surrounded 
by a thousand tities. He also adorned the parrot’s foil 
with a diamond ring. 

The law in die American city of Memphis prohibits 
foog croaking after 11:00 p.m. 

An American covered his car with hundreds of 
pennies made of brass. He himself wears a suit made 
of 3^568 pennies weighing about 10 kg. 


He must have crept on both arms and legs so as 
nobody would feel bis presence. 

The thief, hearing the husband's words , began 
crawling on his limbs and suddenly fell into the 
Ugbt-shaft 

HUSBAND: For heaven's sake, what brought you 
here at this late hour of the night? 

THIEF: It is your futile advice, sir. 


Yr fr 'fr ir "fr 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


HONEYMOON: 


& ☆ as- -a- 


There is some disagreement on 
the interpretation of this dream, 
but the consensus appears to be 
that whether it was your dream or 
someone else's honeymoon, it is a 
dream of contrary and signifies 
disappointment in love or a per- 
sonal relation. 


LET’S LEARN ARABIC 


Don’tbcsilfy. 

Don't be against me. 
Don't be shy. 

Don't be late tomorrow. 
Don 't get nervous. 


La taken ahmak. 
La takoa dld'dcc. 
La taken kbqfoolau. 
La tata'akbar ghadmn. 
La takoa assabiyan. 


HOLIDAY: You will have to work bard but your 
efforts will be productive if you dreamt of 
a holiday. 

FOOTSTEPS: If you beard footsteps in your room, you 
can expect to learn something to your 
great advantage. 


— Don’t do it again. La QunaJha marratan thanfya. 


•fr ir fr -fr fr 


Never be in a hurry. 
Never be a backbiter. 
Never be so haughty. 
Never be a parasite. 
Never be hard-hearted. 


Latata'alfaL 
La takoa mogb t a b a a. 
La taken nmtakabtrirau. 
La takon tofooByan. 
La takoa kesB-ktib. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


fr hr h ft fr 

YOUR MEDICAL GUIDE 


UNDESCENDED TESTICLE 


(1) What is a Basque and what is a basque? 

(2) Why is the saxophone so-called? 

(3) Who was Pluto and what is a plutocracy? 

(4) If you leave the lid off the saucepan, win the soup 
get more, or less, salty? 

(5) Who was Stavisky and who was Stravinsky? 


The testicle, or male sex organ , normally lies within 
the abdominal cavity before birth. By the time the male 
baby is bom, however, it should have moved down to 
occupy its proper position within a special sac of skin, 
the scrotum. Sometimes one or both of the organs may 
foil to do this, and the condition is then known as an 
ondescended restide. Unless the testicle occupies its 
normal position it cannot function property. Sometimes 
it can be made to descend by means of glandular 
treatment, but often a small operation is necessary in 
order to bring it down. 


it fr fr ft it 


PUZZLES 


1. Which are there more of: seconds in a week or feet in 
100 miles? 


•ft fr ft Hr fr 


LAUGHTER 


2. Using the digits 1 to 9, and just one mathematical - 
‘sign’, make an expression exactly equal to 100. 

3. Dotto: Can you place eight dots on the diagram 
below in such a way that there ate two dots on each 
straight tine and two dots on each circle? 


BRIDEGROOM: I see the boose is full of Hies. 
Could you tell me why, my sweet-heart? 

BRIDE: Oh, that's such an easy question to answer. 
Don't you know we are enjoying our honeymoon 
nowadays ?! 

CUSTOMER: How much is a kilo of grapes? 
FRUIT-SELLER: Fiffy piastres a duster , separated 
thirty. 

CUSTOMER: OK. I want two kilos separated from 
those clusters, please / 


Hr fr fr fr fr 


WIFE: There's a thief on the floor. 


HUSBAND: (Amazed) How did he come? I can't 
believe it. 




Living gold 


By E. Yaghi 


Hani was a quOt maker who lived in a small village 
somewhere in the Jordan Valley. When young , he spent 
a great deal of his free time with his bast friend Elyas. 
Together, on warm days , they would go out into the 
Gelds and sit and discuss life, religion and the future. 
The worst thing about Hani was that he could see no 
faults in his friend who remained his ideal until one day 
some money was stolen from Elyas ’s house. It was then 
Elyas signed a complaint that he suspected Hani, for as 
he stated, “he was the only one who knew where I hid 
my money." 

Try as he would to no avail, Hani protested the 
accusations and asserted his innocence , but no one 
believed him , not even his Gance- He was detained in a 
local prison during investigations of the reported theft. 
No evidence was found against him, so the police soon 
released him. It was early evening in. spring, when Hani 
walked out of jail Gee, but though be bad been behind 
bars , be felt freer when be was imprisoned. Slowly, he 
trudged home in the still of the night where the' only 
sound be could hear was the whoop of an owl and some 
crickets squeaking in wee voices. He could only think of 
his friend's double betrayal and bis fiance’s breaking off 
their engagement. Once home, be tit an oil lamp and sat 
alone into the small hours of the night thinking hard 
about all that had happened. 

For days he refused to step outside his door and 
sweated while sleeping, waiting up in the middle of the 
night screaming; “No, I didn't steal anything. Tm 
innocent!" 


more vool for h* q un*, 


{0r m e n Hani returned borne, be discovered bSsemjg 
iJthefbae trampled on the Boor, covered with dirt. 
With disbelief, he slowly picked it up, 
down and shook it even though he *?ewit fSftS 
slumped down on his bed, sunk his head m /us£a*fc 
and cried, “ this is the second time I have been brayed 
by other human bongs and now I have lost the only 
thing that was dear to me!" _ , 

JFOr two weeks, be stopped making ^“5*^ 
alerting his neighbours and the village, of the theft, he 
secluded himself in his home, making it a veritable 
prison. Yet, the reaction of the 
stunned him. They seemed concerned, yet their sym- 
pathy hardly touched his hardened heart. 7 hen one day, 
at the beginning of summer, a man from Amman 
knocked on his door. In his arms be earned a small child 
with golden curly hair. Hani opened the door and stared 
at the child with a dirty face and large brown eyes, wide 
and wondering, looking back at him. The man said: 
*Tm sorry to bother you, sir, but Tm a friend of your 
brother's. He told me that if anything ever happened to 
him to deliver his only child to you. A week ago, you r 
brother and his wife were killed in a car accident. The 
baby survived and you are the next of kin and the only 
one who can take care of the child. Fve been searching 


He suddenly jumped up when he saw the stem. 

lis friend Elyas in his ni ghtmar e and 


for you for days. 
Hani i 


countenance of his 
then paced back and forth in his cottage arising hiznself, 
“why me? Why me? I trusted Elyas. He' was my idol 1" 

He decided the only face saving thing be could do 
would be to move to another village. He gathered hi s 
equipment, which wasn't much for a quilt maker, paid 
bis rent and left without telling a soul one word of 
good-bye. To further bis confusion about friendship, he 
was told that Elyas planned to marry his former Gance. 

After he settled in a different village, he shunned his 
faith and fellow man, and kept much to himself except 
when someone wanted him to make a new quilt or 
refurbish an old one. At times, he felt tike visiting his 
brother living in Amman, but at other moments shutting 
out the world seemed better. He continued his trade for 
several years having as tittle contact with others as 
possible. Since there was no one to spend his money on 
and he cared tittle for the extravagances of life, he saved 
his earnings and exchanged them for gold. At last, his 
greatest pleasure became his treasure and jevery night 
after he Gnished working, be would take out his gold 
and spend horns nearly worshiping it Then he 
returned it to his leather bag and hid it on his closet 
shelf. One day, when be went to the village to buy some 


didn't know what to be more shocked about, his 
brother’s death or the sudden responsibility of this 
young life thrust in his arms. The bundle cuddled next to 
him He felt another heart beating beside bis own in a 
warm body. AU he could say to the stranger who 
brought the baby was , “ what is its name?” 

“His name is Yahya. Good day sir and forgive me for 
having to inform you of your brother's death in this 
manner. " 

Hani looked down at the small form and exclaimed, 
“I've found some living gold to replace the gold I lost!” 

It was tittle Yahya who taught Hani to rediscover the 
world again and to have faith once more in bis fellow 
man. He raised the boy to grow into a dedicated adult 
and together they prayed and believed in God, for Hani, 
as a good unde, could not raise the boy as an atheist 
And the circle of love, once non-existent, grew into a 
realm of wonder. Hani gained friends who praised him 
for dedicating hi s life to the orphan child. The child 
grew into a man, got married and now lives with bis wife 
and their children in his Uncle Ham's house. The day 
Hani's gold was stolen from him became the turning 
point in bis life, for he gained . unthougbt of riches in 
the golden haired tot who found his heart and gave him 
back his trust in human nature. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 
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Thursday, April 7 Saturday, April 9 to investigate. 


830 Bony 


7:45 Charlie Chaplin 


1030 News In English 


_ A story of police corrup- 
tion in Australia, and bow 
one policeman gathers aU 
the misting links in a series 
of sudden disappearances 
and murders. 


A programme on Charlie 
Chaplin's old silent movies, 
including: Ace On The Bal- 
loon, Floor; Between Sha- 
dows; The Tramp; Work 
and The Pawn Shop. 


1030 Island Son 


Walter and his partner 
are to locate a missing sin- , 
ger, whose disappearance ’ 
they find is too well-staged . ! 


1030 News In En g iM i 


10:20 Da Beat’s On 


Weekly pop show with 
Muhannad A1 Jazireh, 
where be brings you the 
latest chart hitters in Lon- 
don. 


830 Fresh Prince Of Bel Air 
Bang The Drum Ashley 
William pushes every- 
body around to learn to 
play various musical instru- 
ments... but to no avail. 


The Christmas Story 

On- Christmas Eve, Dr. 
Daniel comes face to face 
with plague... and a mother 
whose sudden miscarriage 
changes her whole life. 


1030 News In English 


11:10 The Upper Band 

Just The Job 


1030 The Cape Rebel 

The Challenge Of Arende 

Sleuth is back to bis wife , 
only to realise that Meese. 
was there before him. He 
packs bis bag and he's on, 
the run again. 


9:00 One To One 


An ex-soccer player be- 
comes a butler. His services 
to the woman he works for 
expand to include advice. 


11:10 The Second Half 
Coughin Up Meat 
David gets choked while 


A 


1130 Feature FOm — The 
Jerry Sherwood Story 


Starring: Beverly D'Angelo 
and Michael McGrady 
A powerful drama, based 
on a true story of one 
mother's determined Ggbt 
for justice. With the help of 
a reporter , she reopens the 
case of her son ’s mysterious 
death at the age of three 
while she was in prison. 


This week. Dr. Ziad 
Rifa'i talks to Jordanian 
actor Nabeel Sawalha ab- 
out the role of theatre in 
Jordan, with particular in- 
terest about bis partner, 
Hisham Yanis, in their 
famous comedy Ahlan 
Hisham and Nabeel. 


Monday, April 11 


having dinner at a res- 
taurant. 


8:30 The Nanny 


Friday, April 8 


930 The Campbells 

Dreams Stay With You 

Neil goes back to Christ- 
ine... but finds she has got 
engaged; Despite her 
fothePs objections, Christ- 
ine decides to marry Neil. 


Maggie is given the 
approval to go on her first 
date with Eddie on condi- 
tion that her Nanny 
chaperons her. 


Wednesday, April 13 


830 Too Close For Comfort*. 


7:45 Hotchpotch 


1030 News In Engffcfc 


9:00 Out Of The Past 

Collapse 

Reasons behin d the de- 
cline and demise of great 

old tivitisations might be 

the clues we need to help 
save our own civilisation. 


Henry takes his daugh-‘ 
tors to Aspen , Colorado 
.for siding... But deGnitety ' 
tiding is not his game. 


9:00 Prism 


This week Nida ' Ramahi '■ 
sheds tight on the Amman- 
Financial Market. The * 
guest speaker is Mr.' 
Umayya Toukan. 


This local programme is 
presented by Mansi Azar. 


Sixty minutes 


10:20 Feature film — Jour- 
ney To The Centre Of The 
Earth 


10:00 News In En g ifc ft 
1030 Black Powder 


930 Scene Of The Crime 
Wild About Harry 

Hairy is an old judge who 
makes the mistake of mar- 
rying a much younger 
woman, who, in an effort ip 
kill him, Iritis many people 
who unwittingly get in her 
way. 


Nine scientists take a trip 
into the deep , dangerous 
and volcanic earth. 


A local programme with 
English subtitles. 


930 The Best Of Magic 
1030 News In Kngjfei, 


Sunday, April lO 


830 Yon Bet Your life 

A weekly entertaining 
quiz show with Bin Cosby. 


9:10 Stolen Lives 


11:10 Top Cops 

True stories of how three 
cops managed to control a 
random killer in a super- 
market, capture a kidnap- 
per of five tittle girls and 
guarantee the release of a 
kidnapped businessman. 


fig™* Wor ‘« Of T!*\ 


10:00 News In En g tish 
1030 Black Powder 


The story of 30-year-old 
Dawn who, upon the death 
of her mother comes across 


Ut<viUlA'«U LMUa L itVUU J43L4A 


A local programme with 
English subtitles. 


about her and her real 
mother, she. starts having 
nightmares which push her 


Tuesday, April t2 

830 Cinema, Cinema 


,. A documentary relating 
me ma/or events of the 
w America: from- 
black n white Sims to tech- 
™^our; the Gist plane to 

S* 5 5, e Atlantic in 24 
Ws; Black Friday and the 
Depression; A 1 Capone...', 


1L10 Potdar, 


9:10 Moon Over Miami 

A Missing Person 


Still sad c 
nance to his 


carwgl 

happy weddi 

workers. 
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By Jennifer Hamameh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Shakespeare returns to Jordan 


AMMAN — Two different 
British teams have arrived 
in Amman to bring William 
Shakespeare “to life " for 
students and their teachers 
in Jordan. The two prog- 
rammes, which coin- 
cidentally coincide, are 
being arranged in coopera- 
tion with the British Coun- 
cil in Amman , said council 
Assistant Director Ruth 

mu. 

Ms. Hill explained that 
the drama department of 
.the council had been receiv- 
ing increasing requests for 
Shakespeare productions in 
Jordan and the Arab re- 
gion. 

“So we set about to find a 
suitable company and a 
suitable production ,'* she 
faid. The council selected 
lhe New Shakespeare 
Company (NSC) and their 
“fun for the whole family" 
production of “The Taming 
Of The Shrew. ” 

The coincidence is that 
just about the time the 
council's office here was 
preparing for the NSC pro- 
duction , the BBC (British 
Broadcasting Corporation) 
World Service asked for the 
council's cooperation in 
arranging Shakespeare 
workshops at schools and 
universities in Jordan to 
coincide with its radio 
broadcasts of its 
“ Shakespeare Today" 
series marking the 430th 
anniversary of the illust- 
rious playwright's birth. 

So, said Ms. Hill, “we 
said, why not?" 

Both the NSC and the 
BBC programmes include 
workshops for teachers and 
students of Shakespeare's 
works, which aim at “illu- 
minating the plot and major 
themes of a play while ilius- 
itrating the various proces- 
' ses often used in rehearsal, 
highlighting certain aspects 
- of the play which would 
open up discussion material 
with the students." 

The workshop for stu- 
dents', designed by the 
NSC, usually includes four 
presenters , beaded each 
time by NSC Artistic and 
.Managing Director Ian Tal- 
bot, with three NSC actors. 

The structure of the 
workshop begins with a 
general 20-minute introduc- 
tion of the role of an actor 
and the play. The workshop 
audience at this point com- 
prises about 100 students. 

Next, the students are di- 
vided into four groups, and 
each presenter concentrates 
on a group of 25 students. 
Practical warm-up exercises 
are used, and a scene from 
the play is re-enacted 
.through improvisation and 
'study^of text. 

•a-lrv-.r - "• 


Finally the entire group 
unites and summarises ex- 
periences gained from the 
exercises, and a brief ques- 
tions and answer period fol- 
lows. 

The NSC workshop for 
teachers, which took place 
on March 28, was designed 
to discuss material ", that 
teachers can use with their 
classes to prepare their stu- 
dents for watching and get- 
ting the most out of the 
NSC's performance " 

In addition , the NSC will 
also bold a separate work- 
shop for about 30 to 40 
Jordanian actors and 
theatre professionals on the 
subject of different ways of 
presenting and interpreting 
Shakespearean plays. 

First to arrive in Jordan 
was NSC's Taming Of The 
Shrew Production Manager 
Richard Godfrey, who told 
the Jordan Times that the 
British Council had 
arranged that the company 
mount the comedy on a tour 
of the Middle East which 
includes the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Kuwait, 
Egypt, and Syria, as well as 
Jordan. 

He described the NSC's 
production of The Taming 



Gaorge AMnl Ahad, his carpen- Richard Godfrmy hoist up the 
try team and Taming Of The main frame of the play’s set 
Shrew Production Manager (photo by Sana Husseini) 


Of The Shrew as a “specta- 
cle." 

“Even if one does not 
understand all the English, 
the action , the colour, the 
music, the costumes make 
for a lively and entertaining 
experience," said Mr. God- 


frey, the son of actors him- 
self. 

For the young production 
manager, who is on his first 
visit to the region, prepar- 
ing for the Amman produc- 
tion has been a challenge. 

He explained that the 


company , which had ship- 
ped the stage set from Lon- 
don, ran into difficulties in 
transporting it from Egypt 
to Jordan. Therefore, he 
said, it was decided to con- 
struct a new set here in 
Amman. 


Mr. Godfrey set out to 
find a carpenter for the job 
and discovered George 
Abdul Ahad, proprietor of 
a carpentry shop in Marks. 

All the sets of NSC's pro- 
ductions are free-standing, 
said Mr. Godfrey. The NSC 
has been performing for 30 
years at The Open Air 
Theatre of London's Re- 
gent's Park, he said, and 
thus the use of free-standing 
sets. 

Mr. Godfrey said that as 
the frame of the set began 
to take shape, Mr. Abdul 
Ahad’s business neighbours 
became increasingly cu- 
rious. It wasn’t twill the 
frame was tested to see if it 
would stand without falling 
that his onlookers seemed 
to accept that this strange 
looking, approximately four 
metre high contraption was 
meant for a stage. 

On the wobbly sidewalk 
on the comer of a small 
commercial area of Marka, 
up went the frame and up it 
stood. Mission accom- 
plished. Mr. Godfrey set off 
to have the frame painted. 

Again he found a local 
firm ; this one specialised in 
sign and banner painting. 
He found the colours he 
needed and said it was just a 
matter of training the pain- 
ters in the style required. 


William Shakespeare's 
The Taming Of The Shrew 
Presented by 

The New Shakespeare Company 


Director of Production 
Production Manager 

Actors : 

Georgie Johnson as Petruchh 
Cathryn Harrison as Katherine 
Cameron Blakely as Trank) 
Simon Harrison as Hortensto 
Jo natha n Mark wood as Locentio 
Ian Talbot (director) as Grtunio 
Catherine Terry as Blanca 


At .41 Hassan Ibn Talal Auditorium 
University of Jordan 

Monday. April II at 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 12 at 5.-00 p.m. 


Ian Talbot 
Richard Godfrey 


“It’s important that the 
painting be done right, be- 
cause so much of the char- 
acter of the set comes from 
the painting.'’ said Mr. 
Godfrey. 

The Taming Of The 
Shrew, a Shakespearean 
comedy is described by the 
Open Air Theatre 1993 sea- 
son playbill as follows. 

“Christopher Sly. a tink- 
er lying drunk by a tavern, 
is found by a Lord, who for 
a joke cause him to be put 


‘Shakespeare Today’ 


As part of the BBC's “Shakespeare Today ** series , a 
compact schedule of 13 workshops were scheduled from 
April 2 to April 6 introducing two senior BBC figures 
and the bead of drama from Shakespeare’s birthplace, 
Stratford-on-Avon. According to the BBC , school chil- 
dren f university students and teachers were “ encouraged 
to take part in the sessions which besides looking at- 
specific plays such as Romeo And Juliet and Macbeth, 
showed bow productions were staged in Shakespeare's 
time. 

“We aim to prove that Shakespeare is fan and bis 
plays are every bit as relevant today as when they were 
written 400 .years ago, " said Ann Theroux, the BBC's 
Features and Arts Editor and one of the three-person 
town running the workshops. “If we can open a door to 
Shakespeare's world for young people in Jordan today, 
we wBl have succeeded,” added Ms. Theroux who taught 
Shakespeare's plays in East Africa and Singapore. 

The BBC workshop arrived last Saturday morn- 

ing and were sped off to conduct their first session at 
Amman National School where an excited gathering of 
ISO eighth to eleventh graders and their teachers were 
.i waiting . 

At the workshop the students were introduced to the 
BBC World Service, its news programmes and features 
by Ms. Theroux. 

Next, Sue Cokyll, who launched a major English 
literature series for the World Service entitled ‘ ‘Looking 
at Literature, ” gave a brief presentation on some of the 
broadcast corporation 's English language teaching prog- 
rammes. She explained and played a taped exempt of one 
of the higher level broadcast of English literature 
narrated from the Charles Dickens, classic The Pickwick 
Papers. 

The students then beard from Pat Friday, bead of 
FngKeh and theatre studies at Stratford Upon Avon 
Grammar School For Girls. Ms. Friday spoke of what it 


Pmt Friday of thm 
Strmtford-Upon - 
Avon Grmmmmr 
School For GMs lec- 
ture* students of 
thm Am non Nation- 
al School on thm 
th m mtrm during the 
time of 



by Roam Hsnsmtnl) 



was tike to go to the theatre in Shakespeare's time. 

During the final segment of the workshop 10 children 
are selected from the audience to participate in “ practic- 
al hands-on exercise *' in acting out scenes from Romeo 
And Juliet, each time playing the scene differently. 

Alina Kalqji, who teaches eighth and tenth grade 
English at Amman National School, told the Jordan 
Times that Shakespeare plays were part of her curricu- 
lum. She found that by letting the students “be the 
creators,” i.e., write their own dialogues, then read and 
compare them to original Shakespeare ploys, the stu- 
dents “respond beautifully** to learning the work's of the 
world's most famous playwright. 

The BBC team Monday held an “Open House” at the 


British Council where the public was invited to come and 
learn more about Shakespeare and the BBC World 
Service. 

The World Service’s Shakespeare Today season hi V 
feature poetry, documentaries, music, comedies and 
quizzes in addition to productions of the author's Nays, 
according to Linda Harriett, press officer for BBC 
World Service. 

Sbe said tbe series includes more than 50 programmes, 
including descriptions of bow Shakespeare's plays are 
performed around the world and bow after 400 years 
they stSI inspire Elm and stage musicals, writers, actors 
and audiences to this day. 

The series will be aired daring April, May and June. 


to bed and treated, on wak- 
ing. as a nobleman newly 
cured of madness. A com- 
pany of actors arrive and 
perform a play for the Lord 
and Sly. 

. In this play two young 
men arrive in Padua. 
Lucentio. son of a merchant 
from Pisa, has come to 
study ; Petruchio, a country 
. gentleman, has come to End 
a wealthy wife. Baptists, a 
rich merchant of Padua, has 
two attractive daughters, 
Bianca and Katherina. 
Bianca seems sweet- 
tempered, obedient and has 
many suitors ; Katherina is 
quick-tempered, disobe- 
dient and her father and all' 
Paduans think her nothing 
but a shrew. Consequently 
nobody is bold enough to 
marry her. Lucentio lulls in 
love with Bianca, but Bap- 
tists makes a condition that 
Bianca may not marry be- 
fore Katherina. Petruchio 
marries Katherina and is 
determined to tame her. An 
extraordinary battle of the 
sexes ensures which even- 
tually Petruchio seems to 
•win by his wit. eloquence, 
masculinity and outrageous 
•behaviour. Lucentio is not 
free to many Bianca, and 
all are amazed by the rc- 
* markable change m Kather- 
ina. ’’ 

Tbe culmination of the 
weeks of activity by the 
NSC in Jordan on the sub- 
ject of William Shakespeare 
— bis life and work — will 
be its performances of The 
Taming Of The Shrew on 
April 11 and 12. 

Held under the patronage 
of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, there wifi be two 
public performances of the 
comedy at the University of 
Jordan. A special private 
performance on April 10 is 
being held for students of 
the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UN- 
‘RWA) Schools in Jordan. 


-§•£= 


Seeing Hugh Grant in triplicate 


By Matt Wolf 
The Associated Press 

LONDON — Get ready. 
the actor says as he lapses 
: nto his best mock-French 
iccent, for “un hommage a 
Hugh Grant."Aself-adver- 
isementfor a man on a roll. 

“I want people to write 
ibout my extraordinary 
-ange and versatility, ” the 
13-year-old Londoner dead- 
yanoed, sinking deep into a 
lofa at Blakes Hotel, an 
i sland of Hollywood ■ chic 
lear his Chelsea Bat. 

More sheepishly — and 
; eriously — he added, 
‘obviously I'm hoping peo- 
ple will sort of notice me a 


The dapper Oxford 
raduatc celebrated in re- 
set years for his cheek- 
on cs now gets to show he's 
of charm and talent, as 
•eU. 

Not long ago. Grant 
iemed fated to play aris- 
ycratic, white-tlanneled 
veils in period pictures — 
? he did in Maurice and 
be . Remains Of Tbe Day, 
oth from the prodndng- 
irecting team of Ismail 
ferchant and James Ivory ■ 
But there’s a funnier , 
lore audacious Hugh 
rrant who this month 
penedin three Elms across 
re United States: 

—In Sirens, the actor brings 
droll bemusement to 


director John Duigan’s odd 
tale of eroticism unleashed 
in rural Australia. Tara 
Fitzgerald and Sam Neill co- 
star. 

— In Bitter Moon, he’s 
tbe seafaring spouse 
absorbed by, and into. Pe- 
ter Coyote’s tales of sexual 
sadomasochism. Roman 
Polanski's film, shot 2Vi 
years ago and also starring 
"Emxnanuelle Seigner and 
Kristin Scott-Thomas, is 
just now getting an Amer- 
ican release. 

— Lastly , and pre- 
eminently, comes Four 
Weddings And A Funeral. 
Mike Newell's romantic 
comedy casts Grant in what 
should be his breakthrough 
performance: As the sweet- 
ly bumbling bachelor 
Charles who's none too 
likely to make it to the 
' church on time. 

“It's pure coincidence." 
he said of the convergence 
of openings. “But there can 


know how that works. 

An attentive Burry fol- 
lowed his screen debut as 
the bisexual Give, opposite 
James WUby , in the 1987 
■Maurice, adapted from the 
E.M. Forster novel. (It was 
the kind of posh Oxbridge 
role he had played while 
still an undergraduate, in a 
1982 sfndenf film. Pri- 
vileged, which had a limited 


art-house release.) 

Grant, who turned to 
acting after considering a 
career as an art historian. 
’ continued to End work but 
many of the Elms were 
hardly worth it: Ken Rus- 
sell's’ Lair Of The White 
Worm, and James Lapine’s 
Impromptu, in which be 
played Chopin to Julian 
Sands' Liszt, are now the 
stuff of trivia buffs. 

“ Films are so thin on the 
ground here that you have 
to accept things really you 
probably shouldn't be 
doing, ” said Grant. 

“J did that for a long 
time , and it was a big mis- 
take. You have to be tough 
as. bloody nails and wait for 
parts that really inspire 
you . " 

Grant credits director 
Polanski and Bitter Moon 
for getting him back on 
track. 

“That Elm did such a lot 
of good forme in England, ’’ 
he said. “Although the cri- 
tics were literally divided — 
some saw it as a joke bad. 
some saw it as a joke bril- 
liant — people tended to 
like me and thought I was 
quite funny." 

The fact is Grant truly is 
funny. His initially stiff- 
backed and elegant screen 
persona gave no hint of the 
apt mimicry (he's particu- 
larly good on “ frightening 
American Agents ” and 


north of England TV pro- 
ducers) and the wry self- 
mockery that make him so 
engaging to meet. 

In Sirens, he said, he 
tried to be “groovy" as well 
as funny so that tbe dash 
between free-spiritedness 
and conventional morality 
in 1930s Australia not seem 
a cliche. 

“I was worried the dash 
was a little 1960s, a little 
obvious, ” Grant said of the 
Elm. in which he plays En- 
glish vicar Anthony Cam- 
pion, who travels to New 
South Wales to investigate 
' the erotic content of the art 
of real-life painter Norman 
Lindsay , who died in 1969. 

*7 felt there had to be 
more going on. hence mak- 
ing my character think he 
was quite avant-garde and 
groovy. ...I was quite happy 
to champion Anthony s 
cause against such a tired 
old Bohemianism. " 

Grant has three further 
Elms set to roll. 

First up is An Awfully 
Big Adventure, adapted 
from Beryl Bainbridge’s 
novel, in which he will play 
a gay theatre director work- 
ing in 1947 Liverpool. Mike 
Newell, who made Four 
Weddings, directs. 

In Restoration, based on 
a novel by Rose Tremaine, 
Grant joins Meg Ryan and 
Robert Downey Jr. in a tale 
of 17th-century London. 


The Elm teams Grant with 
Privileged director, Michael 
Hoffman. ’ 

Then there’s An English- 
man Who Went Up A Hill 
And Came Down A Moun- 
tain, about two mapmakers 
in Wales in 1910. 7 he direc- 
tor is Christopher Monger, 
a Webbman based in Los 
Angeles. 

Further ahead, he is to 
play Edward Ferrers in 
Emma Thompson’s screen- 
play of Sense And Sensibil- 
ity, the 1811 Jane Austen 
novel. Grant appeared with 
Thompson as the journalist 
who learns the facts of life 
from Anthony Hopkins' 
butler in The Remains Of 
The Day. 

What Grant won 't do are 
the mainstream projects bis 
Hollywood agents send 
him. 

“Do they really think I 
want to be in tbe new 
Schwarzenegger Elm?" he 
asked. “ I've seen it go 
wrong so often: You're 
shoved into the nearest 
Hollywood Elm, and you ’re 
awful in it and it's awful and 
that's the end of it. 

“ When I said I'm sorry, I 
don't like any of the 12 
scripts you’ve sent me, I 
thought (tbe agents) would 
respect me fo% it. 

“I've now beard on the 
grapevine they rather hate 


After the Oscars, the 
race for the box office 


By Michael Miller 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — Two 
Oscar-winning Elms such as 
Schindler's List- and The 
Piano wasted no time in 
launching full-scale cam- 
paigns -to cash in on their 
awards. 

The names of the winners 
had hardly rolled off the lips 
of tbe trophy presenters at 
the 66th Academy Awards 
ceremony when advertising 
departments at the victo- 
rious studios and newspap- 
ers went into high gear. 

A full-page advertise- 
ment in the Los Angeles 
Times trumpeted 7 Winner, 
Academy Awards, for 
Schindler's List, and went 
on to tabulate “ Spielberg’s 
list. " 

Best Picture and Best 
Director for Steven Spiel- 
berg, plus Eve technical 
awards. 

The Piano, with three 
awards Best Actress for 
Holly Hunter, Best Sup- 
porting Actress for 11-vear- 
oid Anna Paquin, and Best 
Original Screenplay for 
Director Jane campion, 
also sought to get in on the 
act, as did Philadelphia, 
with Best Actor for Tom 
Hanks and Best Original 
Song for Bruce Springsteen. 


Analysts differ on just 
how much of a Enancial 
boost an Oscar or Oscars 
give to a Elm. Some sav it 
can add millions of dollars 
in revenues at the box office 
while others are not so sure. 

Bur most agree that when 
Oscar dinners are released 
on \ideocassettes. the pro- 
fits soar. 

This year. Variety, a Elm 
industry trade paper, fore- 
cast that Schindler's List 
would reap tbe most be- 
nefits in terms of box office 
revenues, while Chris Dix- 
on, an analyst with 
Painewebber Inc. said The 
Piano would probably see 
most benefits. 

Both are already Enancial 
dinners with or without 
their Oscars. Schindler's 
List, made for about S30 
million, has already grossed 
$60 million in U.S~. sales , 
while The Piano, made for a 
mere S8 million, has taken 
in S35 million. 

Universal , which released 
Schindler's List, Spielberg ' s 
epic Elm based on the story 
of wartime German indus- 
trialist Oskar Schindler, 
said with its Oscars the Elm 
is capable of generating 
$100 million in domestic 
sales. 

The Piano, the poignant 
( ale of a mute Scottish 


woman in an arranged mar- 
riage a world awav in 19th 
century' New Zealand, will' 
also see bigger audiences. 

“Major awards. I sus- 
pect. are going to help in- 
crease the box office . f1 said 
Julie Polkes. a spokes- 
woman for Miramax, the 
Walt Disney subsidiary that 
distributed the Elm. 

Meanwhile , for winners 
and non-winners alike — 
there are no losers accord- 
ing to the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Scien- 
ces — Los Angeles was 
transformed into one huge 
party once the show was 
over. 

The Governors Ball, held 

in a huge rent outside the 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. 
saw 1,500 of filmdom 's elite 
sipping champagne, mun- 
ching on caviar and dining 
on smoked salmon. 

The elite could also be 
found parrying in Morton ‘s, 
a popular celebrity hang- 
out in Hollywood, as well as 
Chasen’s in Beverly Hills 
and a half dozen other top 
eateries. 


Wherever Spielberg 
wenr, he was greeted with 
cheering and prolonged 


clapping. A basically shy 
man when not on a movie 
set, Spielberg acknow - . 
Jedged the accolades with a ' 
beaming grin. 
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Gene therapy treatment reported successful 


By Randall Mikkelsen 
Reuter 


PHILADELPHIA — A 
Canadian woman with a 
potentially fatal inherited 
liver disorder is the first 
reported patient to be suc- 
cessfully treated for an ill- 
ness using gene therapy, re- 
searchers said. 

The experimental treat- 
ment. described in the cur- 
rent issue of the journal 
Nature Genetics, reduced 
high cholesterol levels in a 
30-year-old resident of 
Quebec City whose liver 
was incapable of removing 
the substance . 


“Vfe have demonstrated 
the long-term safety and 
efficacy of gene therapy in 
this patient,” said Dr. 
James Wilson, head of the 
Institute for Human Gene 
Therapy at the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical 
Centre. 


"Gene therapy is really in 
its infancy. We, as others, 
believe there- is tremendous 
promise for this new form 
of therapy." Dr. Wilson 
told a news conference. 


In gene therapy of the 
type reported Thursday, de- 
fective genes in cells are 
replaced with properly 


working genes. 

Doctors said it was un- 
clear what impact the treat- 
ment would have on the 
woman 's longevity, but the 
patient, speaking through 
an interpreter, exuded con- 
fidence. 

**/ have a lot of confi- 
dence and faith in the ther- 
apy that I've had. And I'm 
certainly going to live to 90 
years of age and more, 
probably she told repor- 
ters, speaking on condition 
that she not be identified. 

The woman suffers from 
a disease called familial 


hypercholesterolemia, in * 
which a defective gene ren- 


ders the liver incapable of 
removing harmful “. LDL " 
cholesterol from . the blood. 
Excess levels of the 
cholesterol accumulate in 
the blood and cause severe 
heart problems. 

Incidents of the disease 
are unusually high in 
Quebec, where its roots are 
traced to early 18th century 
French immigrants , said the 
woman’s Canadian doctor. 
Dr. Paul Lupien. 

Dr. Wilson’s patient bad 
a heart attack at age 16 and 
a coronary bypass at age 26. 
Two of her brothers had the 
disease and died of heart 
attacks in their 20s. 


In the gene therapy treat- 
ment, begun in June 1992, 
Dr. Wilson's team removed 
about 15 per cent of the 
woman's liver. 

Using a virus into which a 
normal version of the gene 
had been spliced, resear- 
chers inserted the gene into 
cells from the removed liver 
portion, then injected the 
cells 'into a vein leading to 
the woman's remaining 
liver. 

"What we were giving the 
patient back were the gene- 
tically corrected cells . " Dr. 
Wilson told a news confer- 
ence. 

The woman was treated 


at University of Michigan 
Medical Centre , where Dr. 
Wilson and much of his 
team worked before moving 
to the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Dr. Wilson said the 
woman's cholesterol level 
had fallen by 30-35 per cent 
within five months after the 
start of the therapy. It later 
rose slightly but is now 
■stable at 17-20 per cent be- 
low earlier levels. 

She is also being aided by 
cholesterol reducing drugs, 
which had not been effec- 
tive prior to the therapy * he 
said. 

Although her LDL 


cholesterol icwtl remains far 
above normal , her levels of 
beneficial cholesterol also 
rose, catting her , \ car ^ 
risk ratio" nearly in half. 
Dr. Wilson said. 

"For all practical pur- 
poses, we have functionally 
corrected about five per 
cent of the patient’s total 
liver cells,” Dr. Wilson 
said. He said the therapy s 
ability to correct liver func- 
tion is limited by the 
amount of liver cells doctors 
can remove to infuse with 
the corrected genes. 

The woman will need 
medical supervision for the 


** -re t 1 - 11 

rest of her fife to ensure die . jr % for 
permanently inserted gcoes fj- jc l ; , 
continue to work. ThS^C ^\J ,, 

woman told reporters shej£ K-^o. 
has felt healthier since then] ' lh f 
treatment and does not in. ir* vri 'w.-i 
worry very much about ben i* m.#' 1 , 

liver. .. ;•»* V^iVirci 

Dr. Wilson 's team isalsp . -* 1 ', , 1U> , s 
using gene therapy to treat’]? ; * c v ' : ,i; < 
four other patients with dig*' ; «» 

same illness. So far- the > 
treatment is going well, he/, *■ " 
said. Other gene therapy.', ^ii r V-' 
trials are underway in this v fjpn** 6 

United States, but this is the r - 

first instance where a sue-; ’ JjrM 1 ^ 
cessful treatment was re- * ^ 


-■ 

S-V ; 1 


ported in a scientific/]' 5^,^ 


journal. 
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Protein in blood may signal cancers 


By Malcolm Ritter 
The Associated Press 


TLICSON, Ariz. — A re- 
cently discovered protein 
shows up chiefly in the 
blood of some cancer pa- 
tients and may prove to be a 
useful indicator of breast 
and prostate cancer, a re- 
searcher said. 


Blood tests for the pro- 
tein may one day help in 
early detection and in track- 
ing the results of therapy, 
said Margaret Hanausek of 
the University of Texas 
M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Centre. 


She presented early data 


on the protein at a seminar 
sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society. 

"It appears to be the 
most promising (tumour 
marker) I’ve seen in a long, 
long time , " said Dr. Har- 
mon Eyre, the society’s de- 
puty executive vice presi- 
dent for medical affairs and 
research. 

But Dr. Michael Toro- 
sian, a surgical oncologist at 
the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, said Dr. Hanausek's 
data suggest the test would 
not be useful for early de- 
tection of breast tumours. 

Dr. Hanausek said the 
protein can be found by a 
•simple blood test. She said 


the function of the protein , 
called P65. is not known. 


SAe did not offer detailed 
findings involving prostate 
cancer, saying the company 
she did that research with is 
keeping results confiden- 
tial. But she said P65 levels 
were much higher in 311 
prostate cancer patients 
than in 353 men with benign 
enlargement of the pros- 
tate. 


breast cancer, only 12 of 
112 women without cancer 
scored . above the study’s 
statistical cutoff for normal 
levels . she said. In contrast , 
119 of 132 blood samples 
from patients in various 
stages of breast cancer 
scored above the cutoff, she 
said. Twelve of 68 women 
with benign breast disease 
scored above the cutoff. 


A P65 test might be used 
along with a standard test 
for another substance , cal- 
led prostate-specific anti- 
gen. to detect prostate can- 
cer, she said. 

In a study focusing on 


But the study found that 
women in the very earliest 
stages of cancer had protein 
levels that were not 
obviously above the cutoff. 
In a telephone interview. 
Dr. Torosian cited that re- 
sult in explaining his skep- 


ticism about early detec- 
tion. 

But Dr. Hanausek said 
that the cutoff is still 
appreciably above the nor- 
mal average for the general 
population and that women 
scoring dose to it should be 
checked further for cancer. 

In a separate presenta- 
tion, Danny Welch- of the 
Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity College of Medicine 
in ffershey presented evi- 
dence that an unidentified 


ly when transplanted into 
mice. The cells lack a piece 
of Chromosome 6. When 
researchers supplied them 
with an entire Chromosome 
6, the cancers did not 
spread in the mice. 

To locate the responsible 
gene. Dr. Welch said, re- 
searchers will cut the 
chromosome in half to see 
which half suppresses the 
cancer. Then that segment 
will be cut in half for 
another test, and so on until 


gene on Chromosome 6 can ™ UIUCI tc ? £ ’ 111201 
■prevent spreading of the ' tbe S ene “ located - 
skin cancer melanoma. Eyre said identifying the 

The work was done with gene could give leads for 
human melanoma cells that controlling the spread of 
normally spread aggressive- melanoma. 




Dieting increases rates of heart disease, diabetes 


¥*ssa& 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 


TAMPA , Florida — Men 
who say they are always 
dieting had dramatically 
higher rates of heart dis- 
ease and diabetes than 
men who say they never 
diet , a new study showed. 


Tbe results appear to 
raise questions about re- 
search that has established 
obesity as a risk for heart 
disease , said the study’s au- 
thor , Steven N. Blair, an 
epidemiologist at the Coop- 
er Institute for Aerobics 
Research in Dallas. 

“It's a paradox," Dr. 


Blair said. Researchers 
know that gaining weight 
raises the risks of disease. 
But it’s not dear whether 
losing weight lowers the 
risks again, he said. 

“ One of the fundamental 
tenets of the weight loss 
industry is if you get people 
to eat less, they’ll lose 


weight. And if they lose 
weight , they'll be better off. 
And there is no evidence to 
support either one of 
those , ” Dr. Blair said. 

He discussed his findings 
at the American Heart 
Association's annual 
epidemiology meeting. 

The study also found that 
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men who keep their weight 
steady , even if they are 
overweight, have less risk of 
disease than men whose 
weight fluctuates by as little 
as 10 pounds. 

Earlier studies have also 
suggested that losing and 
regaining weight, or "yo-yo 
dieting," is associated with 
higher health risks than 
keeping weight steady. - - J 
1 "In general; weigh r cytl- ' : 

' * ing has been hard to GguPi f 1 
out." said Dr. Stephen P. 
Fortmann, a professor of 
medicine at Stanford Uni- 
versity as one of the orga- 
nisers of the Heart Associa- 
tion meeting. "It is another 
reason not to diet." 

The best way to control 
weight is through exercise, 
not dieting. Dr. Fortmann 
said. Dr. Blair suggested a 
low-fat diet with a lot of 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 
He advised people to avoid 
gaining weight in tbe first 
place. 

The study was based on a 
survey of 12,025 Harvard 
University graduates with 
an average age of 67. The 
question Dr. Blair asked 
them was: How often are 
you dieting (eating less than 
you would like)?" 

’ Those who said " always ” 
had a heart disease rate of 


Even among tbe leanest 
members of the group, 
■those who dieted more bad 
higher rates of disease than 
those who dieted less, he 
said. 

Dr. Blair also asked them 
to indicate their body shape 
at various ages, giving him 
an indication of their weight 
variation. Those whose 
weight varied had higher 
risks than those whose 
weight was steady, he 
found. 


Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Year-old grandchild teaches her two proud grandmothers a new card 
game on tbe kitchen floor — * “Fifty-two, Pick Up." 

2. Nothing can soothe your soul as nicely as resting your feet on a footstool. 

3. We meet friends of friends. Is it only coincidence, or is it really a small, 
dose world? 

4. Old wicked witch's noae twitches while she slowly stirs her Stinky spell 
POL 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Cigarettes advertised as low 
in nicotine ■ are actually 
higher than regular 
cigarettes , the Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA) has charged. 

The claim came during an 
often heated House sub- 
committee hearing into the 
tobacco industry. 

FDA Commissioner 
David Kessler said an inves- 
tigation revealed that com- 
panies have the technology 
to increase nicotine levels in 
‘ cigarettes, increasing peo- 
ple’s addiction. 


The companies deny us - 
? the technology and Pin- 


ing the technology and Phi- 
lip Morris Co. sued ABC for 
S IQ billion for libel this 
week after the U.S. net- 
work carried a programme 
claiming tobacco companies 
did spike cigarettes with ex- 
tra nicotine. 

The FDA also claimed 


one company created a spe- 
cial smokeless tobacco 
tareetted at 15 to 35-year- 
olds and then encouraged 
them to graduate to brands 
with a higher nicotine level. 

"Some of today’s 
cigarettes may in fact qual- 
ify as high-technology nico- 
tine delivery systems Chaf 
deliver nicotine in quanties 
that are more than suffi- 
cient to create and sustain 
addiction " said Mr. Kes- 
sler. 

The FDA is considering 
classifying nicotine as a 
drug, which would 'allow it 
to regulate and possibly ban 
nearly all tobacco products. 

Tobacco Institute spokes- 
man Charles Whitley told 
the subcommittee that the 
industry did not agree that ; 
nicotine was harmful. j 

‘7 deny that cigarettes | 
cause cancer and are not 
safe," said Mr. Whitley. \ 
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23.1 per cent, more than 
double the 10.6 rate of 
those who answered "nev- 
er." 

The men who always 
dieted had a 38.3 per cent 
rate of hypertension and 
14.6 per cent rate of di- 
abetes. compared with a 
23.4 per cent rate of hyper- 
tension and 3 per cent rate 
of diabetes for those ; who 
said they: never dieted. 

Among those men who 
dieted part of the time, tbe 
study found that the more 
they dieted, tbe higher their 
rates of disease. Men who 
dieted "often” had higher 
disease rates than those . 
who dieted "sometimes. ” 
That group, in turn, had 
higher rates than those who 
dieted "rarely.” 


LONDON (R) — Touching 
tiny babies who are bom 
prematurely is not only 
harmless but can make 
them more intelligent, re- 
searchers have told a con- 
ference. 

Several studies presented 
to the British Psychological 
Society annual conference 
in Brighton, southern Eng- 
land, found that babies kept 
in incubators responded 
well to being touched. 

Elvidina Nabuco Adam- 
son-Macedo of the Uni- 
versity of Wolverhampton 
told the conference that 
premature babies systemati- 
cally stroked using a proce- 
dure known as touching and 
caressing — tender in caring 
(tac-tic) did better in certain 
skills at school than (hose 
left with little human con- 
tact. 

" There is still a myth — 
there are many people that 
think babies don’t like to be 
stroked she told Reuters 
in a telephone interview. 


Dr. Macedo said that ^ 

when children with a mcan.^j U3M* 31 ” 
age of seven years who had * ' . j r ri „ 

received tac-tic therapy'-* 
were compared with a con- _ iiu- 1-'-'- 
fro/ group,- "results indh,' ' 


pm**" 

.*11! ll* 1 ■ 


cated that tac-tic children/' 1 


performed significantly bet* 
ter in most of the tests.".: 
For instance, children r \' 
who had been stroked w.r. 
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blocks, compared to the^ 1 /" 


who had not been stroked , ^ 
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b/oefcs on top of one:h ; isw? , ‘ lli 


another, she said in a sum-? 
mary of her work. >■ 

Aine De Roiste of tbe^’- 
University College of North; 1 : 
Wales found benefits wert.; LC 


evident within the first few 1 / 
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months for babies who ' 5 jni.in r.ik- 


ceived stimulation for^ ,- m 


tact. approximately 20 minutes* *• Ar.if.ii t 

"There is still a myth — per day, from tbe early dayrr. VM-mi .. 

there are many people that of life until they left ho»L it anejudrv'M 
think babies don’t like to be pital. t r ‘ ^ 

stroked " she told Reuters Tests showed tbe infants 
in a telephone interview. who were touched had "sig-/\ : l ‘,!_ nu ^ 1 ! 1 ' 

Dr. Macedo said that in r niffcantly higher" mea&d// Kt . , 
tbe course of putting; 'development scores ancL .'! i ,s, nM , ri , n 
together 14 studies in sever- JJlSl scored better ‘ on tests o% -J- q 


al countries, she found pre- 
mature babies were often 
left alone in their incubators 
for hours on end. 

But studies by herself and 
colleagues showed that 
these babies responded to 
tbe tac-tic therapy, which 
consists of gently stroking 
tbe infant from head to toe. 
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Other rests found babies; r a t , 
lay still while they wefc/ J^fllSdi 


being touched but then- 
moved more on their own' 
afterwards. None of tht ' 1 
tests showed any harm/; 
came from the treatment/;/' 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. A Basque is an inhabitant of tbe region of tbe 
western Pyrenees on the Bay of Biscay; a basque is a 
short, skirt-like addition to a woman’s bodice. 


2. The saxophone is called after Antoine Joseph Sax 
the inventor. ’ 


3. Pluto was the god of the lower world. Hades, and has ' 

nothing to do with plutocracy, which is derived from 

u ^ ee «j£° UtOS ,’ wealtb > wd means government - 
hynch. Effete plutocracy" is Mussolini’s name for * 
England and America. * 
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4. If you leave the hd off the saucepan tbe soup will get : 
more salty, since some of the water boils away butall ’ 
the salt remains. If the hd is on, the steam condenses ’ 
on it and runs back as water, so that tbe saltiness 1 
remains unchanged. 
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5. Stavisky was a financial adventurer, to use no - 
harsher, terms, who was closely connected with <■ 
several influential French politidahs. His SSca^d : 
the Stavisky scandal Stravinsky was a famous '■ 
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Bomber kills 7 in Afula 

((Antmned from page i) Brigades, carried oat tbe 
' riiooes .were barred from en- attack. He wanted Mr. Rabin 
'f> terirfg Israel for at least eight of more suicide bombings. 

V days; said police commissioner “(We) restxmabOity 

■) DnfT. pe!ed_ r~_.i 


^ ! Raff- Peled. 

' s ;• lift Cairo, PLO negotiators 
i condemned the attack and said 
h underscored the urgency to 
/s . move talks ahead. 

} *’ “The continuing acts of vfo- 
lenop arc extremely regrett- 
able: We do not support it. We 
r t. are exerting all our efforts to 
% •. rid fhe region of acts of vio- 
lence,” said Maj. General Nasr 
it h Yousef, who will head the 
fj._ Palestinian police force in 
i ' Gaza and the West Bank town 
* of Jericho. 

There had been widespread 
to': concern in Israel about such an 
arrack since Hamas vowed re- 
venge for the Hebron mas- 
sacre. 

Mohammad Nazzal. a 
Hamas spokesman in Jordan, 
said Hamas launched the 
attack after the 40th day of 
mourning for victims of the 
A Hebron mosque massacre. 


3 “Pe pledge that we will 
escalate our attacks on Israeli 
targets,'* he said. 

The anonymous caller in 
Jerusalem said Hamas' military 
wing, the Izzeddin AJ Qassam 


for die suicide operation in the 
town of Afula which killed 
right people. We tell Rabin 
that strode operations in the 
coming period will increase.*’ 

In mosque loudspeakers in 
Gaza City also, Hamas claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
saying it was aimed at halting 
tbe Israel-PLO plan for 
Palestinian autonomy. 

“We claim responsibility for 
the heroic suicide operation in 
Afula. We proved to the world 
that the arms of (Hamas) are 
capable of stoppin g all the con- 
spiracies that are plotting 
against our people both here 
and abroad,” one broadcast 
said. 

Palestinians also shot and 
wounded four Israeli soldiers 
in an ambush on the outskirts 
of Shati refugee camp in tbe 
occupied Ga 2 a Strip on 
Wednesday, Palestinian 
sources said. 

The army said it was check- 
ing the report. Tbe sources 
said the soldiers were riding in 
a command car when attacked. 
Tbe guerrillas fled. 


t Arafat describes visit as positive 


{ Continued from page 1) 

ments in the Israeli-PLO nego- 
tiations. 

Also expected to be discus- 
sed between the King and Mr. 
Arafat was the status of Jeru- 
salem following Jordanian cri- 
ticism that the Arab group at 
the United Nations, including 
die PLO, had mishandled tbe 
language of the resolution and 
opezfed the door for the U.S. 
to Set a precedent by abstain- 
ing bn parts of the resolution 
referring to Jerusalem.* 

Observers expected the King 
to have reaffirmed Jordan's 
stand that Jerusalem is not 
simply a Palestinian concern 
but an issue that concerns the 
entire Muslim World and as 
such 1 there had to be more 
Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 
dination over the issue. 

1&-. Arafat described his 
vis ik to Jordan as “very con- 
structive and positive'* and said 
it offered “a good opportunity 
for ,discussions...particuIarly 
that" the meeting centred on 
Jerusalem... and nays to en- 
hance Jordanian-Palestinian 
cooperation' • land ' coordina- 
tion 1 .” 

The -Jordan News Agency, 


Petra, said late Tuesday that 
the King and Mr. Arafat 
emphasised the need for in- 
creased cooperation and coor- 
dination as well as joint action 
vis-a-vis the peace process. 

FLO and Israeli negotiators 
in Cairo have been trying to 
finalise an agreement on tbe 
deployment of an 8,500-10,000 
strong Palestinian police force 
in Gaza and Jericho. .Israeli, 
officials have indicated that an 
advance team of Palestinian 
. police officers can enter the 
occupied territories this week. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, an 
Arafat confidant, told repor- 
ters before he left along with 
the PLO leader that tbe 
Palestinian forces would head 
to Gaza and Jericho “some- 
time before the end of this 
month.” 

Mr. Abed Rabbo criticised 
Israel for the delay in the im- 
plementation of the Sept. 13 
agreement saying that “will 
lead to weakening the credibil- 
ity of die whole peace pro-, 
cess.” 

an “I* everybody’s in- 

.t-terests that we. immediately 
_.iake practical steps on the 
ground,” Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said. 


‘Jerusalem link ed to Islam’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
pressi on and best m presenting 
reason in dialogue. I believe 
that' the media in particular 
have a role to play but without 
mueh rhetorics and excessive 
emotions. 

‘■jWe have to conduct a dia- 
logue that caters to the spirit of 
ihe^nodern age and we have to 
be iaware of our rights and 
highlight them. 

•■“Our dialogue could be 
emprional, but it should have 
reason and responsibility, 
especially as we mourn our 
martyrs who fell in the Hebron 
mauacre. We have to direct 
ou#reason and dialogue in a 
true and scientific manner 
aw£y from selfishness and we 
shopld not allow weakness to 
be the sole method of express- 
ion | because this would lead to 
counter-violence devoid of 
reason. 

“Through your courage and 
wisdom you can encourage 
people to resort to reason and 
positive thinking and can en- 
hance the spirit of wisdom as 
we Istrive to remind the world 
of fbe greatness of Islam and 
thejgreatness of the Arab Mus- 
lim (Christian project. Remem- 
ber! that Jerusalem is in need of 
yocr efforts under the current 
difficult circumstances.” 

Several speakers among the 
delegates ad d ressed the meet- 
ing! focusing on the import- 
ant^: of Chnstian-Islamic dia- 
logue. 

ijield Marshal Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddahab of Sudan 

? tribute to His Majesty 
Hussein’s devotion ana 

ration to safeguarding the 
places in Jerusalem, 
t noted that the King sold 


part of his personal property in 
order to finance tbe restoration 
of the holy sites in Jerusalem. 

The scholars who took part 
in the three-day meeting, orga- 
nised by the General Islamic 
Congress for Jerusalem, issued 
a statement at the end of their 
conference denouncing Amer- 
ican policies for their disregard 
of the international resolutions 
regarding Jerusalem. 

The statement condemned 
American policies, which “ex- 
press Zionism's ambitions and 
intentions to seize the Holy 
City and make it the united 


capital of Israel.* 

The statement also rejected 
the American stand vis-a-vis 
the Hebrom massacre and 
Washington's “opposition to a 
resolution that would have 
condemned Israel's terror- 
ism.'' 

It deplored Washington's re- 
* treat from the U.N. Security 
Council resolution that consi- 
dered Jerusalem as part of the 
occupied territories and not a 
disputed land. 

The statement called on the 
Arab and Islamic countries to 
unify their rank and adopt a 
collective position with regard 
to “the issues of destiny, fore- 
most of which the issue of 
Jerusalem." 

It called on the Arabs and 
Muslims to “defend Arab and 
Islamic rights in the face of 
Zionism's expansionist and 
aggressive plots.” 

The statement urged Mus- 
lims and Christians to "prom- 
ote their dialogue, encourage 
tolerance and solidarity among 
the faithful and set up a special 
fund for the reconstruction of 
Jerusalem ” 


Yemeni leaders ‘committed to unity’ 


i tin ned from page 1) 

of the talks to President 
inability to recognise 
ie mismatched merger .. 
n his north and Mr. 

> south Yemen in 1990 
led to create a unitary 
ind that other, looser 
jf federation should be 
red. 

sources in the Aden- 
fSP of former Marxists 
I Mr. Saleh's General 
s Congress (GPC), a 
of loyalists who had 
a succession of northern 
f presidents, of an un- 


com promising stance at 
Salaiah. 

They said the GPC was 
refusing to accept the fact that 
the union was no more than a 

charade. _ 

The GPC said on Tuesday 
the talks foundered on Mr. 
Beidh’s insistence that rival 
army units should withdraw to 
positions on either side of the 
pre-union border held before 
1990. 

Some northern military units 
were moved to the south and 
southern units were deployed 
in the north after the merger 
in a token gesture of unity/ 


Fishing with a 
difference in 
Lebanon 


By HaWiam HadrfaiWn 

Reuter 

TYRE — “I don’t have to 
think about it. I choose the 
dynamite,” said fisherman 
Monsa Assaf with a smile. 
“That net is just for decora- 
tion, 1 haven’t used it in 
about a month.” 

F ishing is different in south 
Lebanon. 

The hazardous practice 
of dynamite fishing and the 
constant threat of being shot 
at by Israeli gunboats patroll- 
ing to stop seaborne com- 
mando raids make it a matter 
of life or death. 

“We pay with blood for 
our daily bread,” said Hus- 
sein A1 Dayekh, 37, biding 
what remains of his right 
arm. His hand was blown to 
pieces when the dynamite 
stick he was aiming at passing 
fish exploded prematurely. 

Mr. Dayekh was one of the 
luckier ones. The fishermen 
of this ancient seaport tell the 
story of 14-year-old Badi, 
who died when the explosives 
he accidentally dropped ex- 
ploded. 

Several fishermen have 
also been wounded by Israeli 
gunfire in the area, where the 
Israeli navy killed two 
Palestinian guerrillas on jet 
skis last October as they 
attempted a raid on northern 
Israel. 

Security sources say the 
guerrillas operate 'from 
coastal 'refugee camps flank- 
ing Tyre. 

The 500 fishermen of Tyre 
also risk seizure and deten- 
tion by Israeli boats. More 
than a dozen have been grab- 
bed since February for inter- 
rogation. They are usually 
released within 24 hours. 

‘They (Israelis) ask if you 
know any guerrillas. They are 
afraid of raids. That’s why 
they harass us,” said Khalil 
Dramsees, 28, who was held 
recently. 

Tbe fishermen brave arrest 
to fish off Israel's self- 
declared occupation zone in 
south Lebanon since constant 
dynamiting has severely ^de- 
pleted stocks nearer Tyrel 

They know the dangers of 
dynamite fishing, which 
mushroomed during the 
chaos of Lebanon’s 1975-90 
civil war, but do it to earn 
quick money. 

“Dynamite gives better 


yield. Instead of working all 
night to make 10,000 
(Lebanese) pounds, you 
make 100,000 pounds worth 
Of fish in three minutes,*' 
Kamel Khairallah said as he 
cleaned his small wooden 
boat. 

The fishermen make the 
powerful explosives locally 
known as “troobiue”, a dis- 
tortion of “torpille", the 
French word for torpedo, by 
cooking ammonium nitrate 
and sawdust on a coal fire 
and adding a detonator. 

Serious fishermen detonate 
underwater bags filled with 
up to 50 kg of the home-made 
concoction mixed with gravel 
to add enough weight to 
make them sink. 

“Dynamite gives 
better yield. In- 
stead of working 
all night to make 

10.000 (Lebanese) 
pounds, you make 

100.000 worth of 

fish in three mi- 
nutes,” Kamel 
Khairallah, a 
fisherman. 

“You throw the troobine 
over the side and quickly lie 
on your back to absorb the 
shock of the blast. It can 
ham your stomach,” said 
Mr. Assaf, “or yon can throw 
it from the beach.” 

The fishermen, who never 
use troobines at night for fear 
of being spotted by local au- 
thorities or the Israelis, say ■ 
tbe lack of state authority is 
behind the widescale use of 
dynamite. 

A government ban on 
dynamiting has done little to 
curb it,' although fishermen 
admit it is depleting stocks. 
The penalty of up to six 
months’ imprisonment is 
rarely imposed. 

A Lebanese navy boat en- 
forced the ban until a few 
months ago when it-was pul- 
led out of Tyre. 

“It’s a state of chaos now. 
There are no patrols to stop 
troobines so we are blasting. 
When the state prevents 
troobine use, we go back to 
using nets," said Mr. Assaf, 
23. 


By Feizal Samath 
Reuter 

COLOMBO — Nearly a year 
after becoming a makeshift 
replacement as Sri Lankan 
president, mild-mannered 
Dingiri Banda Wijetunga is 
proving people wrong about 
his intentions. 

Some Sri Lankans ex- 
pected him to be non-con- 
troversial, others believed he 
would remain in the back- 
ground, like before, and do 
Utile talking. Both theories 
were wrong. 

The silver-haired Wijetun- 
ga has emerged as a tough- 
talking, no-nonsense presi- 
dent, steeping himself in con- 
troversy and not giving an 
inch to his rivals. 

“People who thought he 
would be a sleeping president 
have now woken up to the 
fact that be can't be taken 
lightly and is in fact tougher 
than his predecessors," a 
veteran journalist said. 

The 72-year-old Wijetunga 
has angered Tamils with un- 
compromising views on the 
island's ethnic conflict, sur- 
prised many by bringing back 
former powerful ruling party 
politicians and a top opposi- 
tion defector and shocked 
some by deciding to remain 
in power. 

When Mr. Wijetunga, then 
prime minister, replaced 
Ranasrnghe Premadasa, who 
was killed in a bomb attack 
last May, political analysts 
said he was a mere stop-gap 
president. 

But the analysts are no 
longer surprised by the 
change. 

“It is a good illustration of 
what happens to a village 
rustic wbrni he strays into an 
upper-class environment. He 
loses .all sense of direction 
and . balance,” said ■ Hector 
Abbayawardeae, a noted 
political .commentator. 

“He then becomes the -vic- 
tim of every conflicting press- 
ure,” the analyst said. 

Bnt the president, who 
grew up in a village in the 
centra] Kandyan hills and 
worked as a cooperatives in- 
spector before moving into 
politics, has still charmed 
many. 

“He is truly the leader we 
have been looking for, for a 
long time," said Gamani 
Jayasuriya, a former minister 
leading a campaign for the 
rights of the majority 
Sinhalese community. 

Businessmen praise him 
for deftly handling a poten- 
tially serious crisis after Mr. 
Premadasa was killed. “He 
brought things under control, 
cooled passions and assured 
foreign investors that econo- 
mic reforms would con- 
tinue,” an economist said. 




A CONTROVER- 
SIAL STRONG-. 
MAN: “People 
wh o thought 
(Dingivi Wtjetim- 
go) would be a 
sleeping president 
have now woken 
up to the fact that 
he can’t be taken 
lightly and is in 
fact tougher than 
his predecessor,” 
a veteran jour- 
nalist. 
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Tough talks the president 


Unlike his predecessors, 
Mr. Wijetunga believes he 
can win the next presidential 
poll purely on the Sinhalese 
vote and that could be his 
undoing, a political-science 
professor said. 

In -wooing Sinhalese hard- 
liners who say the Tamils 
have been given too much, 
Mr. Wijetunga has pandered 
to extremist elements and in 
the process hurt the minor- 
ities who have always sup- 
ported the ruling United 
National Party (UNP) gov- 
ernment, political observers 
said. 

Tbe president says there is 
no ethnic conflict and only a 
terrorist problem, a view 
scorned by Tamils who say 
discrimination against them 
by the Sinhalese-dominated 
government continues. They 
want the power to rule their 
own affairs. 

Another Wijetunga state- 
ment that drew fire was his 
remark that the needs of the 
majority must be looked after 
before those of the minor- 
ities, who form 26 per cent of 
Sri Lanka’s 17 million 


people. 

"The majority Sinhalese 
community is like a tree and 
tbe minorities are creepers,” 
he' told a public rally.. 

That probably led to most 
of the minorities voting 
against tbe. ruling party in ‘ 
March 1 local council polls in 
the east, which has a mixed 
population of Sinhalese, 
Tamils and Muslims. 

“Tbe humiliating defeat of 
the UNP in (minority-domin- 
ated) areas... is a cogent mes- 
sage from the Tamil-speaking 
people that they are not 
under any circumstances pre- 
pared to live as creepers 
which have to ding and grow 
round a tree for their surviv- 
al," said Tamil politician 
Dharmalmgam Sithadthan. 

Mr. Wijetunga has invited 
Tamil rebels, fighting since 
19S3 for a Tamil homeland, 
for talks. But at the same 
time he says there is nothing 
to talk about because minor- 
ity issues have been resolved. 

Neelan Tiruchelvam, 
director of the International 
Centre for Ethnic Studies, 
says the president's views are 


consistent with his instinctive 
understanding of the ethnic 
problem, a rural view pro- 
jected by Sinhalese hard- 
liners. 

This view says there is no 
ethnic problem. The solution 
to the rebellion is a military 
one and the Sinhalese have 
been fairly generous to the 
minorities. Mr. Tiruchelvam 
said. 

The biggest surprise to 
many is his determination to 
stay in power, despite once 
saying he was prepared to 
shed most of the wide-rang- 
ing powers enjoyed by the 
president. 

Mr. Wijetunga, seen as an 
impartial president at the be- 
ginning, is now wheeling and 
dealing like his predecessors. 

He has brought back for- 
mer powerful UNP politi- 
cians to boost his own image, 
weakened the opposition "by 
splitting their ranks and in- 
furiated the public by par- 
doning two UNP supporters, 
facing shooting charges, on 
the grounds the victim was 
not pressing charges. 


,U.S. condemns attacks in northern Iraq, blames Baghdad 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hie 
United States on Tuesday 
strongly condemned recent 
attacks against U.N. personnel 
and journalists in northern 
Iraq, and suggested tbe Iraqi 
government may be re- 
sponsible. 

State Department spokes- 
man Mike McCurry said the 
attacks follow reports received 
by tbe United Nations that 
Iraq has offered a bounty for 
anyone who murders U.N. and 
other international relief 


workers. 

Tbe most recent incident 
was the April 3 murder of Lossy 
Schmidt, 35, a German corres- 
pondent for the French news 
agency, Agence France- 
Presse. She and her Iraqt-Kur- 
dish bodyguard were shot to 
death, apparently at point- 
blank range while travelling by 
road in northern Iraq, Mr. 
McCurry said. 

Mr. McCony said the inci- 
dent was preceded by two 
separate attacks m March on 


UiN. guard forces in which two 
Czech nationals and two Au- 
strians were injured by gunfire 
in northern Iraq. In addition, 
two Swedish journalists were 
wounded last month in a car- 
bomb explosion in the north. 

If reports of the monetary 
inducements and Iraqi involve- 
ment in the acts themselves are 
true, they would “constitute 
blatant violations of the terror- 
ism provisions of the United 
Nations Securiry Council re- 


solutions. - ' Mr. McCurry 
said. He added that the bounty 
reportedly was raised to 
$10,000 on March 1. 

“The United States is work- 
ing closely with the United 
Nations on security to prevent 
further attacks and to explore 
possible Iraqi government in- 
volvement in these incidents, 
Mr. McCurry said. 

Northern Iraq is a Kurd- 
dominated hotbed of senti- 


ment against President Sad- 
dam Hussein. It has been 
essentially autonomous for ihe 
past three years and relies 
heavily on the United Nations 
for its survival. A ban on Iraqi 
military flights in the region is 
enforced by U.S.. British and 
French warplanes based in 
Turkey. 

Mr. McCurry said the inci- 
dents may have been provoked 
by Iraq's anger over the refusal 
of the United Nations to lift 


sanctions against Iraq. 

The recent events reflect “a 
frustrated and isolated Saddam 
Hussein who continues to face' 
pressure from the international 
community in the form of the 
sanctions/’ Mr. McCurry said. 

Three weeks ago, Iraq de- 
manded that U.N. sanctions be 
lifted and warned of retaliatory 
action if they were not. On 
March 15, the Security Council 
continued the sanctions for 
another two months. 
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IMF says U.S. may have 
to further raise interest rate 


WASHINGTON <R) — The 
ImF has warned the United 
States that it will probably 
have to further raise short- 
term interest rates in (he future 
to help hold inflation in check 
and keep economic growth on 
track, international monetary 
sources said. 

“Further (rate) adjustments 
are likely to be needed to 
ensure a durable expansion." 
said one source, who asked not 
to be identified. 

That advice also contained 
in the International Monetary 
Fund's (IMFs) World Econo- 
mic Outlook to be considered 
Thursday, is unlikely to be 
welcomed with open arms by 
the Clinton administration, 
which is struggling to cope with 
a collapse in stock and bond 
prices brought on in pan by 
higher shon-term rates. 

Although both markets 
staged a partial recovery Tues- 
day. stock and bond prices are 
still well below levels seen just 
two months ago. before the 


independent Federal Reserve 
(Fed) nudged short-term rates 
higher for the first time in five 
years on Feb. 4. 

The semi-annual IMF World 
Economic Outlook due to be 
considered by the fund's board 
Thursday will not be public 
until later this month, although 
the IMF has no way of forcing 
the United States to follow its 
advice. Its recommendations 
carry some weight because of 
the central role it plays in the 
international monetary system. 

The outlook was compiled 
by IMF staff some three weeks 
ago and thus does not contain 
any discussion about either the 
most recent declines in the 
stock and bond markets or the 
Federal Reserve's second 
short-term interest rate in- 
crease on March 22. 

But monetary sources said 
the fund seems very supportive 
of the actions by the Fed, 
essentially the U.S. central 
bank, in its attempt to ensure 
the durability of the upswing in 


the United States by tightening 
policy to head off future infla- 
tion. 

With the U.S. expansion 
already three years old and 
factories running closer to full 
capacity, the Fed can’t afford 
to take chances by holding 
back from tightening policy 
when needed, they said. 

That’s the mistake some in- ■ 
dustrial countries have made in 
the past — holding rates down 
as their economies picked up in 
steam in hopes of stoking up 
growth, only to find they had 
fuelled inflation instead. 

The Fed also needs to be 
cautious because it takes so 
long for changes in interest 
rates to affect the real eco- 
nomy and inflation — perhaps 
a year or more, the sources ' 
said. 

Although the IMF does 
warn of the likelihood of furth- 
er shon-term rate increases in 
the United States, on the 
whole the fund is generally 
upbeat about the outlook for 


the American economy, they 
said. 

It has revised upwards its 
forecast for U.S. growth this 
, year from the 2.6 per cent rate 
contained in its last outlook in 
September. 

Monetary sources said the 
Ginton administration prog- 
ramme to slash the budget 
deficit has improved America's . 
long-term economic outlook 
and has enhanced the durabil- 
ity of the expansion. 

The IMF has also bumped 
up its 1994 growth forecast for 
the industrial world, from the 
2.2 per cent rate foreseen in 
September, and sees continued 
growth in 1995, as the 
Japanese and European econo- 
mies recover, several sources 
said. 

But the fund believes that 
Japan may need to take further 
_ action to pep up its sluggish 
'economy and that European 
nations may have to cut in- 
terest rates further to help that 
recovery along. 


ian industrial output slumps 27.1% 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
announced yet another catas- 
trophic slump in industrial out- 
put Wednesday, belying rosy 
estimates by top government 
officials that economic :stabi- 
lisation may be just around the 
comer. 

The government's Informa- 
tion Bulletin said industrial 
output fell by a record 27. 1 per 


cent in February compared to 
the same month last year. In- 
dustrial output fell 16.2 per 
cent last year after a fall of 18 
per cent in 1992. 

The monthly output fall in 
the combined fuel and raw 
materials sector was 15.6 per 
cent compared to a 17.8 per 
cent slump in February 1993. 
Processing industries recorded 


a massive 37.9 per cent drop, 
the worst slump yet compared 
to a 19.8 per cent fall a year 
ago. 

But not everyone is con- 
vinced that an economic col- 
lapse is in the making in 
Russia. 

Only last week, acting fi- 
nance minister Sergei Dubinin 
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China warns 

BEUING (R) — China admit- 
ted to an extremely serious 
unemployment problem 
Wednesday, saying drat moves 
away from foe socialist welfare 
state had put unprecedented 
strains on foe economy. 

“The rapid change of the 
economic structure has in- - 
creased the difficulties of em- ' 
ployment work,” said Com- 
munist Party newspaper Peo- 
ple's Daily. “This year and 
next year, the employment 
situation will be extremely 
grim.” 

It referred to China's bold 
moves away from foe socialist 
planned economy to a more 
capitalist-style market eco- 
nomy. The moves have ex- 
posed failings in many money- 
losing state enterprises, which 
are still the backbone job-pro- 
viders for China's 1.2 billion 
people. 

“China’s employment situa- 
tion is extremely difficult, and 
foe country now is faced with 
unprecedented challenges in 
deploying all foe jobless," said 
Li Boyong, minister of labour. 

The official Xinhua News 


of very serious unemployment 
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Agency, whidi quoted Mr. Li, 
said. china would try to regis- 
ter its unemployed to get some 
control over the situation. 

The People's Daily vowed 
the urban unemployment rate 
would be limited to three per 
cent to this year and next year, 
up from 2.6 per cent last year. 

Economists said China's un- 
employment statistics are mis- 
leadingly low because they do- 
not include foe large mass of 
rural unemployed and under- 
employed. and mask much of 
urban joblessness behind 
euphemisms like “youths wait- 
ing for work.” 

The People's Daily said foe 
huge army of roaming labour- 
ers, who criss-cross the country 
looking for work, now topped 
20 million, most of them come 
from the huge pool of 130 
million surplus rural labourers. 

The problem of unemploy- 
ment strikes to the heart of 
Communist Party leaders who 
worry that social unrest could 
shake their hold on power. 

One top economist, who is 
also a parliamentary deputy, 
warned last month that rising 


factory had made foe movc last 

unemployment «««« ~ - — m onth- 

ger danger than ns* 8 * Although over 50 nitil 

tion. Which ,s r ^f itt0 K25 cooperatives and service-re- 
widespread anger as it rops ta|e [j businesses m Shanghai 
per cent in major cin&^ bankrupt between 1992 

‘‘A rise in ^'Sl and 1993. The textile company 
rather than "tST JcS was foe ft* state fiim-tofik- 
pose a greater threat t bankruptcy, the daily wkL' 

na" Young wa^tedas Jg* econo^. 

saying by foe semi-offici forms, Beijing is gradually rc- 

na News t moving subsidies for state en- 

reform! 

^Farcing state tndustro to 


among state enterprises, wmen 
in addition to providing work 
also offer homes, medical care 
and other benefits to millions 
of workers. 

Official statistics show that a 
third of state enterprises are 
operating at a loss. The losses 
of another third are hidden by 
government loans and hand- 
outs. . . 

Meanwhile, a Shanghai en- 
terprise has become the city s 
first state firm to file for bank- 
ruptcy, but 10 more state films 
are expected to follow. 

The Hong Kong daily Wen 
WeS Po reported that the Shan- 
ghai number two weave band 


said foe economy may be ab- 
out to overcome foe current 
crisis and foe first signs of 
growth may appear before the 
end of 1994. 

“We are approaching a new 
stage of economic develop- 
ment," Mr. Dubinin told a 
meeting with U.S. business- 
men in Moscow. 


UAE sets ’ 
deadline 
to end sales 
of bootleg 
goods 

ABU DHABI (R) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
warned traders it will crack 
down on sales of pirated goods 
in its booming consumer mar- 
ket by implementing its first 
copyright laws. 

A ministry of information 
circular said traders would be 
“liable to the maximum 
punishment” if they don’t des- 
troy by Sept. 1 literary, scien- 
tific or artistic works which 
they can not prove they have 
the right to distribute. 

The UAE last month be- 
came a member of foe General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), which has pro- 
visions to prevent trade in 
counterfeit goods. 

The copyright law is in- 
tended to prevent unautho- 
rised reproduction of works of 
literature, art, films and audio 
recordings- Penalties include 
confiscation of goods, jail 
terms and fines of up to 10*000 
dirhams ($2,724).. 

The circular, published in 
full by Emirates News news- 
paper, said traders have two 
weeks from the date of foe 
circular to show certificates of 
origin of foe work and docu- 
ments showing foe right to sell, 
copy display or perform it. 

They must register their 
goods, books, audio and video 
tapes, films and other pro- 
ducts, with foe ministry’s De- 
partment of Mass Media Cen- 
sorship. 

UAE President Zaid Bin 
Sultan A1 Nahayan in 1992 
signed the copyright law, a 
patents law protecting indust- 
rial designs, and a trademark 
law. 


Bundesbank cuts money 
market rate, but pace slows 


FRANKFURT (R) — The 
Bundesbank gingerly nudged 
German money market rates 
lower Wednesday but foe tiny 
cut reflected a slowing in the 
pace of recent declines. 

The Bundesbank allowed 
foe securities repurchase rate 
or “repo." its leading money 
market rate, to drop three 


The DAX index of 30 leading 
shares ended bourse trade 
nearly 33 points higher at 
2,191, and bond prices also 
rose. 

By allowing a decline, the 
Bundesbank has continued a 
trend of gradually pushing the 
important interest rate lower. 


cent from December but last 
month started to let it ease. 
The pace of the cuts has slowed 
in the past two -weeks and 
analysts say this codd be an 
efffort to nip in foe bud any 
market speculation of a dis- 
count rate cut at the Bundes- 
- bank's next council meeting on 
April 14, its- first in a month.’ 
The discount rate, foe floor 


market rate, to drop three The “repo” — which sets the t~T„ 7.’ ‘ “ 

I. basis points to 5.73 per cent tone for other. money marker " to ^er^n^in refes^rates 
:Wr76 percent foe priefr.’- : l 

week. . ... . . pay for funds offered to This week foe Bundesbaiik 

’ Although in line with market ’ banks by foe Central bank in. ■ Mriftlfed 'three Basis' points off 

expectations, foe cut still rein- return for a deposit of secur- the repo rate after last week's 

forced the German central foes, whidi foe banks agree to four-basis-point dedine. These 

bank’s commitment to lower buy back at a later date. fells are considerably smaller 

rates and German financial The Bundesbank had held than the two that preceded 
markets gained on the news. the repo rate steady at six per them of aeht and six hash 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 7, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
One of the best days of the 
month for planning to put your 
life on a more secure structure as 
you follow a sensible course of 


wrong and could cause a greater 
misunderstanding. Be wise to 
these events. 


uie on a more secure structure as LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
you follow a sensible course of * ber Ypumusr.be more care-, 
action for the future in whitft you 7 fe| with yow money now or you 
can express your best talents. « could lose it easily. A yearning 
ARIES: (March 21 to Aon] 191 f or something unworthy should 


the repo rate after last week's 
four-basis-point dedine. These 
foils are considerably smaller 
than the two that preceded 
them of eight and six Nads 

pointed . — 

“They could be sending an 
early sign that they still have 
room left before cutting foe 
discount rate,” said Gerhard 
Grebe, senior economist at 
Bank Julius Baer. Mr. Grebe 
said the repo rate could fell to 
about 5.40 per cent before it 
would begin to pat technical 
pressure on the 5.25 per cent 
discount rate. ’ 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't waste time arguing about 
unimportant matters. A peaky 
situation arises, but take time 
and think before you handle it in 
.a reasonable manner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You may feel that the plans you 
have are right and associates 
should agree with them, but you 
have to be tactful to gain your 
wishes at this time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You have to use much care in 
regular routines now or you 
could invite trouble. Take care of 
a health matter now to prevent it 
from getting worst. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) Be kind and generous to 
those who mean a great deal to 
you. Save your money so you’ll 
have it when you need it in an 
emergency. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Avoid arguing at home so that no 
serious trouble ensues. Forget 
that new interest on it cbuld 
prove too costly to be worth- 
while. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You are tempted to argue 
with an ally, but this would be 


be curbed for the timebeing. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Strive to gain the 
benefits that should be yours, but 
be tactful in approaching others. 
Express happiness to those you 
are very fond of. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Don't fret ab- 
out not being able to handle 
outside affairs- Don't jeopardise 
your position with higher-ups 
with any negative ideas or con- 
versation. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have to use 
diplomacy with others today and 
not expect any favours. Forget 
the personal and work. on new 
business plans. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don't irk a higher- 
up in any way now or you could 
regret it later. Show others that 
you are an excelent citizen by 
doing some important project. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Go to the right sources for 
the information you need. The 
planets are most favourable for 
making progress in career mat- 
ters in your near future. 


Forcing state industry t© 
stand on its own would also 
help Beijing to cut its huge 
budget deficit but Chinese 
leaders have expressed con-; 
cent about the resulting rise in 
nnemployment. 

The daily blamed the de- 
teriorating performances of 
state firms on poor manage- 
ment, confused leadership and 
heavy debts and losses. 

Municipal statistics show 
state firms in Shanghai owed 
debts totalling 87.79 billion 
yuan ($10 billion for foe first 11 
months of 1993, with total 
assets worth 118.8 billion yuan 
($13:7 billion). 


Qatar 
agrees 
to join 
GATT 

DUBAI (R) — The Gulf Arab 
state of Qatar, whidi has one 
Of the biggest gas reserves jn 
the world, agreed Wednesday 
to join foe General Agreement 
on .Tariffs and.Trade (G^VTlj. 

■ ’ The deasion was taken dur- 
rag a weekly cabinet meeting, • 
foe Qatari News Agency said. 

Of the six states of foe Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCQ, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Bahrain and Kuwait 
are members of GATT. A 
1993 application from oil giant 
Saudi Arabia is pending. 

Both Qatar ana Saudi Ara- 
’ bia now hold observer status. 

The GCC, which also in- 
dudes Oman, has so for foiled 
to agree common tariffs, a key 
' to free-trade accords with foe 
West Tariffs range from about 
two per cent in foe UAE to 12 
.pendent in Saudi Arabia. .' * 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hand Arnold and Mfa AigMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four onSnary words. 


OGGRE 


CANKS 


CRADOW 


GRINTY 


Answer here: A 



iCl 4,3*7 ThtolsIBwiho 
/ — Hatfiakls and 
** McCoys 

WHKT THE 

CONTESTANTS CALLS? 

tvs ccckng contest 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


• uj DoIIji 

• r 

!ir 


^ii.- j 1 1 ::. 


> -III 


furaarr-ncy 


’•'fllll. I 1 j 

■Twh. 


• :> rr Ml 1 , , . , 





Yesterday's 


Jumbles: CYNIC NERVY CALICO ENGINE 

AnswaK ,or restoring a broken bike — 

KfcUYCUNG 


THE Daily Crossword „ 


Raymond Hamel 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 8, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Improve your relationships with 
others by extending some cour- 
tesy or kidness that will be truly 
appreciated. Keeping to (he facts 
and keeping others on track will 
also work to your benefit now. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Forget a temptation to go after 
something glittering that could 
end up in trouble. Be more 
optimistic about the future for 
you and your loved ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t make any changes in plans 
you have made with others or 
you could regret it. Show that 
you are truly devoted to a laved 
one. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 j A 
good day to handle business 
affairs which you've had little 
time for lately. Take no risks 
with your reputation now or you 
could damage it severly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be patient at your work 
and rectify any mistakes that may 
take place. Follow your hunches 
which are accurate now to any 
situation. 

LEOt (July 22 to August 2!)‘ 
Take care you don’t spend un- 
wisely for pleasures this evening 
or you will surely regret it later. 
Try to please your mate more to 
have much pleasure. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sert-.T.i- 
ber 22) Know what yo'-.- greatest 
aims are. and go after them m a 


positive manner. Avoid one who 
is detrimental to your progress in 
the eyes of higher-aps. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Much care in motion is' 
necessary now since either you or 
others could make mistakes. 
Strive for increased happiness for 
yourself and loved ones. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 10 
November 21) Use good com- 
mon sense to business matters 
now and don’t delve into any 
financial deals that are shady. 
Steer dear of trouble at this 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You could 
make a wrong decision in a busi- 
ness matter today, so stall for 
time and wait for another day to 
make these important decisions. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Friends could cause 
you to get involved in activities 
that are not good for you. so 
keep your distance for the rime 
being to prevent problems. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have a good 
chance to ger ahead in career 
activities if you get an early stan 
today. Making new contacts is 
wise now. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Having a more modem 
approach in personal dealings 
with others makes yon more 
popular now. Think along opti- 
mistic lines for a new project. 


ACROSS 
1 Flycatcher 
6 Unkempt parson 


Terraca" 

14 'Tosca” or 
"Manon” 
t5 Etiaa or JuUa 


16 Libertine 

17 Creation of the 


Versailles 

20 Game of chance 

21 Martial or 
industrial 

22 Dream up 

23 Jane or Zane 

24 Pu Dover 

25 Arose 

29 

30 "What's in — 

31 Spa bath 

33 Tavern drink 
36 UN group 

39 Ram's dam 

40 Bays' cousms 

41 Bueofic 

42 High-pitched 
sound 

43 Potatoes 

44 Atelier props 
47 Asset 

49 move the 
earth" 

„ (Archimedes) 

50 Gastropod 

51 Wings 

55 Former UN j 

official - j 

58 Bombeck 

59 Exude 

60 Foe’s bird . 'j 

81 Enlarge . ; 

82 Good grief! 

63 Betel nut - 


k. , 


'Or.. 



DOWN— 

1 US president 

2 Olympic tw 

3 Detach, in a way 

4 Tharaiore 

5 -- da Cologne 
SCcastfine 

7 Ambitious 

8 Has the ooeo to 

9 Arthur olTV 


OI0U Tnbuna mm 
10 Franciscans 

12 Snow leopard 
]3 Made of netting 
18 Tombstone 
lawman 

^9 Rogers work 

23 Commando 

24 Jupiter's wife 

25 Instance 

26 From me top 

' 29 Pfttsixxgh 
* Pirates 
31 Kind of party 
^ AumorRwio 


> 


X .. '■■■!•# 


4 11 Hr... 

• 1,1 ■Hi! , 


* 3512=2 

35 BuBdtng 

additions ., n 

<2 “The Taking of 

43 Pubs Av hazard 

31 Fanty open 


Yesterday's Pimi, 


nn"ri Q !(R a n f|£]™™ 

NEW* 

sjj m 


52 Subject 

c _ Met-doux 

M Actor Baldwin 
54 Author Ferbar 
|6 Stooge name 

57 Asian 


Si 
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10.100 
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13.100 
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(-MS 
4.240 

3.150 
11.470 
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2.040 
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Currency 

New yoak 
Close. 
**15/4/94 

Tokyo . 
Ctoae 
6/4/94 

Sterling Pound 

■ 1.4640 

1.4667 

Deutsche Mark 

1.7145 

1.7123 

Swiss Franc 

1.4470 

1.4450 

French Franc 

S.S593 

5.4550** 

Japanese Yen 

104.54 

104.34 

European Curreny Unit. ( 

r. wo 

1.1273** 


e USD Per STG 

^EvMaaOiahR» *M pCtiMt 

. .7 T»-J' 

wmanrsoty I ntnnt wet** 


Dot*: 


: 6Hrt9'94 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.1250 

3.7500 

4.1250 ■ 

4.6475 

Sterling Pound 

5.0000 

5.1250 

5.2500 

5.5625 

Deutsche Mark 

5.5000 

5.4375 

5.3750 

5.1*75 

Swiss Franc 

3.9375 

3.4750 

3.4125 

3.7500 

French Franc 

5.9575 

5.9375 

5.1150 

■ 5.75 00 

Japanese Yen 

2.0000 

2.0000 

2.0625 

2.2500 

European Currency Unit 

6.2500 

6.1500 

6.0600 

6.0000 


Interbank bid riles Tor amounts rxrcrdJnn U'-S- Dolbn 1.00!. 00* or cquivilcnL. 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

9.7040 

0.7060 

Sterling Pound 

1.0324 

1.0376 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4103 

0.4124 

Swiss Franc 

0.4464 

0.4444 

French Franc 

0.1202 

0.1204 

Japanese Yen 3, 

0.6736 

0.6770 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3660 

0.3674 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira* 

. 0.0424 

0.0426 

Belgian Franc 




° rtr m 

Other CnirandM 


c 6/4/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.4520 

1.4640 

-Lebanese Lira* 

0.040575 

0.041775 

. Saadi Riyal 

0.1473 

0.18S3 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3200 

2.3550 

Qatari Rlyal 

0.1911 

0.1920 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1900 

0.2100 

Omatai Riyal 

1.4090 

1.4250 

(JAE Dirham 

0.1911 

0.1920 

Greek Drachma* 

0.2635 

0.31 75 

Cypriot Pound 

1.2650 

1.3765 


* fWMO 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nndsession 
on the 8 London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day, 


U.S. S1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3818/28 

1.713 8/48 

1.9240/50 

1.4451/61 

35.29/33 

5.8540/90 

J6573/8.8 

104.62/72 

7.9575/75 

7.4260/10 

6.7090/40 

J1 .4675/85 

5385.10/385.60 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen • 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Turkish lira plunges 
nearly 20% to dollar 


ISTANBUL (R)— The brakes 
on the Turkish lira failed 
Wednesday as the currency 
suffered a 19 per cent fall 
against the dollar and traders 
forecast further drops. 

After an effective 28 per 
cent devaluation of the lira 
Tuesday when Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller announced 
emergency economic mea- 
sures. the dollar rose another 
7,500 lira to end at 39,500 on 
the interbank market 
Wednesday. 

Hie lira, which was devalued 
12 per cent against the dollar 
on Jan. 26, has lost 60 per cem 
of its value since the start of 
the year. 

“The market has spun out of 
control,” said Ismail Yanik, 
treasurer at Turk Ekonomi 
Bankasi, “this is a crisis situa- 
tion. Banks can't cover them- 
selves. There is a lack of dollar 
supply.” 

Traders said the dollar’s 
latest spun was triggered by 
the central bank's decision 
Tuesday to ease its grip on the 
lira and let its official rate float 
in line with the market. 

They said the official dollar 
rate, which often remained far 
below the interbank, was seen 
as a source of security. 

The bank’s decision fol- 
lowed a bold stability program- 
me announced Ms. Oiler who 
said she expected the measures 
to help restore confidence in 
the lira within days and curb 
inflation, which is now at a 
two-year-high of 73.4 per cent 
year-on-year. 

A further drag on the lira 


came from large falls in over- 
night interest rates in the 
money market to 90 per cent 
from a peak of 1,000 per cent 
last week. 

“They (central bank) 
wanted to bold the dollar with 
1,000 interest rates, now real 
rates have fallen below infla- 
tion,” said Roy Gevrelc, Iktisat 
Bank's assistant general man- 
ager. 

Sky-high interest rates have 
brought industrial output to a 
standstill in the fust quarter 
and forced many companies to 
liquidate their assets and lend 
them overnight to banks. 

Ms. OUar's belt-tightening 
package included all the ingre- 
dients economists had long 
urged: Price hikes of up to 100 
per cent in state sector 
monopoly goods such as pet- 
roleum. taxes, sackings and 
seU-offc, but bankers said it 
was too late. 

“If these measures were 
taken a few months ago, then 
the central bank would have 
got enough dollars to control 
the market,” said Mr. Yanik. 
“Now it has got to a chronic 
state.” 

Central bank's reserves 
shrank to S4.7 billion on the 
week ending March 25, down 
from S7.7 billion on Dec. 31. 

The surge in dollars made 
Ms. GUct’s price hikes re- 
latively insignificant and eco- 
nomists predicted new price 
adjustments. 

The Istanbul Stock Ex- 
change index, apparently blind 
to the rally in dollars 


Despite rebound, direction 
still uncertain on Wall Street 


NEW YORK <AP) — The 
stock market was mixed in 
early trading Wednesday as 
some investors continue to 
look for bargains among shat- 
tered shares and others warily 
eyed rising interest rates in tire 
bond market. 

As of 11.30 a.m. (1530 
GMT), the Dow Jones indust- 
rial average, the best-known 
barometer of the market's 
health, was down 5.19 to 
3,670.22. But advancing issues 
led decliners by a margin of 
about four to three on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Stocks had begun the morn- 
ing solidly higher, extending 
gains from Tuesday that had 
broken the stock market's 
string of seven dreary days. 
But the advance began to fade 
as nervous investors saw The 
bond market slipping. 

Bond prices were mostly 
lower Wednesday morning, 
with the benchmark 30-year 
U.S. government bond off ab- 
out $4.38 per SI ,000 in face 
value. The bond's yield, which 
moves in the opposite direction 
from its price and is a baro- 
meter of long-term interest 
rates, rose to 7.28 per cem 
from 7.24 per cent late Tues- 
day. 

Stock investors sell on signs 
of rising interest rates because 
that makes share prices less 
attractive compared to 
interest-bearing investments 
and increases companies' cost 
of borrowing money. 

It was the sharp rise in rates 


since the Federal Reserve 
tightened credit on Feb. 4 and 
then again on March 23 that 
has shattered stock prices for 
more than two weeks. 

On Tuesday. Wall Street 
staged a turnaround as inves- 
tors went bargain hunting, 
seeking out issues hammered 
in a series of stunning declines 
that pushed stock markets to 
six-month lows. The Dow in- 
dustrial average surged 82.06 
points to 3,675.41, more than 
erasing Monday's 43-point 
drop. It was the biggest single- 
day gain in more than two 
years. 

Much of the rebound was 
attributed to a powerful rally in 
' the bond market, which was 
heartened by a government re- 
port that eased inflation fears. 

Nonetheless, the gain didn't 
necessarily signal an end to the 
volatile selling of both stocks 
and bonds in recent days, and 
analysts weren't ruling out a 
resumption of the slide. 

"There were more bears 
visible in Wall Street last week 
than in Yellowstone National 
Park,” said Alan Ackerman, 
executive vice president at 
Reich and Co., a New York 
investment firm. ‘‘This may 
not yet be a decisive turn but a 
bounce from an oversold con- 
dition, and it‘s lowered the 
anxiety levels.” 

Echoing statements by Presi- 
dent Ginton and top' White 
House advisers urging inves- 
tors to remain calm and fo- 
cused on the economy's 


strength, Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC) 
Chairman Arthur Levitt noted 
that the turbulence of recent 
days was far less severe than 
during the 1987 stock market 
plunge. 

“A particular market occur- 
ance on the down side or on 
the up side is always ‘the most 
extreme of any kind in recent 
memory.* The figures just 
don't bear that out,” Mr. 
Levitt told reporters Tuesday 
night. 

The SEC chief said that dis- 
cussions with the heads of 11 
leading brokerage firms had 
given him “an encouraging and 

upbeat picture” of the mar- 
kets. 

“They felt that they and 
their colleague firms were well- 
capitalised and were ex- 
periencing no problems,” Mr. 
Levin said. “They felt that as 
far as the equity markets we’re 
concerned, the movement, in 


those markets was quite sound 
and really very ranonai.” 

In overseas trading Wedot^ 
day, stock prices rose in Tofcyg 
and London. In the Tokys 
market, the Nikkei stock aver* 
age of 225 selected issued »n| 
133.53 points to close at 
19.696.74. By midday in Lon. 
don, the Financial Timcs-Stock 
Exchange 100-share index was 
up 24.6 points at 3,240.8. 

Tuesday’s recovery wa s 
broad-based, with the number 
of advancing issues swampejf 
decliners on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

The rebound was sparked by 
a Commerce Department re- 
port Tuesday that eased t fa 
financial markets 1 fears about 
inflation. The index of leading 
economic indicators, the gov. 
emaient's main gauge of future 
economic activity, dipped O.J 
per cent in February, the first 
drop in seven months. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS > 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHMEISANT 

The first is a second floor with an area of 200 square metres. - 
It consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining rooms, . 
large kitchen, and three bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, [ 
sitting and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in -. 
veranda, separate entrance with small garden and garage. 
Each apartment has an independent central heating and; 
telephone. Location: Western Shmeisani. Abdul Halim AI-. 
Nimr St., near Bilal Mosque. Building No. 24. 

Pis. call 685593 or 664256 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MOUMG. MR FREIGHT 

FORmaomG, ooor-id 

DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE i TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


KAWAR&SONS 

EL. 604676 6Q4696 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. . . 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 
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RESTAURANT 


Rc:il Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Fur Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
--Qpemfor. Lunch A, 
Ditiffer 6 days 
a week 


J# pUfi 

Sports & programmes 

Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikuzis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


jly& 

jia 

2 nd- Circle - Jabal Amman 
opp. French loaf 

Tel. 653482 ^iu 


Sec li rityj Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


I 


Ttw.Rrat ChM HoM In 
Amman that hat a : ' 
Kitchenette In every roonuJ 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


l»AIM»TEL 

,Kui|l|la 


Amman - Tal. 668193 * 

P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate* end 
BusIneMmen 


f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo ' 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 616214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



Sfl/HAMT 
The first & beat 
. Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Abliyyah Girls School 

Wm away ta mllitli 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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THE 
ATMOSPHERE 
CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 

From fcOO PJL to 3M AJL 
Tuesday doted 

Td: 685211 Fix: 617779 
Middle East Hotel • Shm»i«ni 


w 

SZEEHWAN EARBENS 
EtUNESE RESTAURANT 
Typical CUatM Foods 
SkflUd Orinoco Chofs 



Ee-stauranl fir Tapas 




Jebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 
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Take nny Is iralfaUt 

Shat Al-Arab Sown 
Urn uthainan Commor&al Contra 


TeL: 861174 
JGou Teste* Lcued 


AV/S 


Wc try harder. 



699-420 
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SELECT HOTEL 


-~.jp- - nrnaHt M 


© Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal Af Webdeh/Te 1.637 10 1/637 102 



SOI K l MM LTHAINA 
VMYl.W IF. I,; SI 59X7 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
she 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlavs 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: $23891 



Daily Lunch 


-NIGHTLY— 
Fine Dining 
and 

live Music 


Parole 


V:;).ujn • _|nrHj:i >>u|h nr,,;! let fll-Df. 

-t,.: Jii-T Td; S1M677 



Best Pizzas ft Sandwiches 



Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also .-—I. t 
Take-Away Service 

Sfameisrai 
. TeL 6X0670 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 


- Vacttme Cleaners, Washing 
Machines. Refrigerators. Freezers, 
Dish Washers, Water Purifiers^, 
a choice cf 

Duty Paid /Duty Free 
Phone 604671 

BD Electrolux 


La vie Seautu 
center 

for Faded cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring , Waxing flail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

Wtttsc the best French Cosmetice 


femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 
Urn Uthainah - Tel.: 661 217 





■ J ** ^ ..... .* - 

1 *•■*.*. ^ 

fl — 'Ey':' u: *.• • yvv»*^x • * 

1 ..AwvVv/.ij? iyjvy x v ^ £ 

: 1 

• 'HA ‘N : ; ;. / r . * Q 

I 


, j •' . v y* fl 

x-v* •: \ - « v >' x V . 0 

1 - • - - ’ *y> v‘. i‘. ■* > ^V’.' 

1 v w. 

T-- ; : 1 

• 1 

■ •’/- *• >*•?*' *». ’ . •••*"*;• _ • »/ • ■ • ■ ' *1 
1 ,<y. . . . yS* •' ' 

’ * f'r >* ■' . . ^ V r ‘ "H'i'H" > 1 

I — va.' ' . v- - : 

I ^ • ;* '■ 

:• V- l’ 1 V- ’vi. : -’ v 7-^7 1 

■ •**. ^ •>' ‘ • '< tl 

[ .L : ‘ : TU v-L: Li 

. v .. •?. . . •. { , . la 

\ ■* 4;' V •’ Sf t .Av ■ 

I 

7:-7 . : 7- ^7.V.3-V7v>*-‘ v;.H 7”. I 

: : " >v ^’ 1 


*.'•>- H 


AL-FUHIES TOURS 

(3D . 

3 -E--I I (jrt i J I 

AtfneTickgts, Motel Reservation's 

Groups Discount prices 
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MAN OFFICE AL- FUMES 
TeL: 720887- Fax:72D8S7 
BRANCH: AL-ABDALU 
TeL: 619551/2/3- Fax; 619653 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS 


r raswi 


HU 


1 


We have all types ot 
Electrical home appliances! * 
T.V., W.M. Ref., Audios. V.C.\! 
T.V. with video. Fax, Piano®; 

DUTY FREE 


***»£ o 

Wholesale and retail 4 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 — 
P.O.Box 860236 
Amman - Jordan 


















World News 




African leaders oppose delay 
Natal vote; death toll soars 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — The death toll in Natal 
province soared to more than 
100 Wednesday despite a six- 
day-old state of emergency, 
but political leaders rejected 
idea of delaying voting in 
the region. 

The latest police report on 
political deaths in Natal put the 
icVi at 111 since Thursday as 
the Zulu stronghold experi- 
enced one of its worst surges in 
factional fighting in years. 

A committee representing 
the South African government, 
Zulu nationalists and the Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission 
{TEC), which is organising 
national elections on April 26- 
28, concluded Tuesday it was 
r.ot possible to hold fair elec- 
tions in Natal when the rest of 
the country goes to polls. 

The province, which in- 
cludes the Zulu homeland of 
Kwazuiu, has been under a 
state of emergency since- 
Thursday to quell political vio- 
lence between pro- and arrti- 
eiection forces. Violence has 
increased in the run-up to the 
national election — die first to 
include South Africa's black 
majority — as Zulu national- 
ists demanding sovereignty try 
to block voting in their stron- 
gholds. 

There has been speculation 
political leaders will delay the 
vote in Natal while allowing 
the country's three other pro- 
vinces to vote on April 26-28. 


Bat Judge Johann Kriegler, 
the bead of the EEC, said 
Wednesday the political cli- 
mate, not the election date, 
needed changing. African 
National Congress (ANC) 
President Nelson Mandela and 
Constitutional Development 
Minister Roelf Meyer agreed. 

“As far as I'm concerned, 
that would not be a viable 
option,'* Mr. Meyer said of a 
possible delay in Natal voting. 
“We would run into constitu- 
tional problems... we would 
run into political problems as 
far as the tensions that would 
flow from such a decision," he' 
said on Radio 702, a Johannes- 
burg station. 

Earlier, Mr. Mandela told 
the radio the state of emergen- 
cy must be given more time to 
take effect before a delay is 
considered. “It’s premature to 
regard the declaration of the 
state of emergency as a fai- 
lure,” he said in response to 
callers on a phone-in show. “1 
think we should be patient and 
give the security forces more 
time to mobilise.” 

His comments were surpri- 
singly conrihatoTy given the 
ANCTs earlier pressures on 
President F.W. De Klerk to 
crack down in Natal. Mr. De . 
Klerk ordered the state of 
emergency after demands from 
'the ANC, which accuses Kwa- 
zulu police and some South 
African Security forces of insti- 


gating violence in Natal. 

ANC officials in Natal have 
complained the emergency de 
daration has failed to provide 
adequate security for black 
township residents, and police 
Wednesday outlined a week of 
random shootings, stabbings, 
burnings and mayhem across 
die vast province. 

At least 300 people died in 
Natal in March, and thousands 
have been killed there since 
the war between supporters of 
the ANC and the Zulu-domin- 
ated Inkatha Freedom Party 
began in the mid-1980s. 

The report Tuesday said 
peaceful and fair elections 
would be impossible in Natal in 
the current political climate. It 
cited the “high level” of political 
intolerance and fear; * large- 
scale intimidation; the failure 
of Kwazuiu authorities to assist 
in free and fair elections; and 
the inability of South African 
police to protect the entire 
region during elections. 

A summit is planned Friday 
involving die key players in the 
controversy — Mr. Mandela, 
Mr.' De Klerk, Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelethini, and 
Kwazuiu Chief Minister Man- 
gosuthu Butbelezi. 

Mr. Buthelezi and King 
Goodwill oppose the election 
on grounds it will lead to the 
extinction of Kwazuiu and — 
they say — of the Zulu culture. 


:ianton ‘has been subjected to false charges’ 


CHARLOTTE, NC. (R) — 
President Bill Clinton said 
Tuesday be had been falsely 
accused in the Whitewater con- 
troversy and the American 
people should trust him and 
get “a little perspective" on the 
afrair. 

Mr. Clinton gave a testy 
defence when two people ques- 
tioned him during a televised 
town hall meeting about the 
[angle of financial and ethical 
dealings dogging his pres- 
idency. 

“I have been the subject, sir, 
of false charges," he (old one 
man from Bristol. Tennessee 
who listed what he said were 
Mr. Clinton's broken cam- 
paign promises on taxes and 
foreign policy and then asked 
him why people should believe 
in his credibility on the 
Whitewater saga. 

“People saying things about 
me that are not true don’t 
make my credibility an issue. 
That makes their credibility an 
issue, not mine." the president 
said. 

“I think you ought to trust 
me.” Mr. Clinton said. “You 
are free to disagree with me 
but disagreement is different 
from trust. We ought not to 


mix apples and oranges." 

Earlier a soft-spoken young 
woman from Charlotte had 
also asked Mr. Clinton about 
Whitewater, telling him many 
Americans were “having a 
hard time with your credibil- 
ity" because of the controversy 
and the reports that first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
turned a $1,000 stake into a 
$100,000 profit in the commod- 
ities markets IS years ago. 

“How can you earn back our 
trust?'* the unidentified 
woman asked plaintively. 

“What we need is a little 
perspective here," die presi- 
dent said. 

Mr. Clinton said that his 
wife had taken risks in her 
commodities trading in 1978- 
79, lost money as well as made 
it and “it’s just not true” that 
she got preferential treatment 
it the markets. 

"No one has accused us of 
doing anything illegal. We 
were attacked for losing 
money, we've been attacked 
for malting money." Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

Answering the only question 
on foreign policy. Mr. Clinton 
said be had “a lot of options 


short of die military option" to 
derail North Korea's fledgling 
nuclear weapons programme, 
but suggested that he would 
rely mainly on economic 
pressure. 

Mr. Clinton said he believes 
financial markets are over- 
reacting to recent interest rate 
increases by the Federal Re- 
serve, the U.S. central bank. 

“I do think that the markets 
are overreacting to what the 
Fed did. I hope that they will 
settle down. I hope the stock 
market will settle down. I hope 
the interest rates will go back 
down," Mr. Clinton said. 

The townhall meeting was 
broadcast by several NBC tele- 
vision affiliates. 

President. Clinton said that 
America's medical problems 
were getting “lost in a doud of 
hot air" from lobbyists oppos- 
ing his health care plan. 

He toured Montgomery 
Memorial Hospital in Troy, 
some 60 miles east of Charlot- 
te, North Carolina, as part of a 
blitz of administration activity 
to promote his reform plan 
before Congress returns from a 
recess next week. 


Kohl’s CDU closes gap with SPD 


BONN (R) — The gap be- 
tween support for Germany’s 
Social Democrats (SPD) and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 


cent and the CDU was up five 
points to 23 per cent from 18 
per cent. 

But the gap between the 


Christian Democrats (CDU) governing party and its main 
has narrowed seven months opposition had narrowed to 
before national elections, an seven points from nine points, 
opinion poll published compared with a similar poll 


Wednesday said. 

The poll of 1001 potential 
electors. conducted for the 
weekly Die Zeit by the In- 
fratest Burke Institute, showed 
mat voter support for the SPD 
had risen two points to 29 per 


published on March 11. 

SPD leader Rudolf Scharp- 
ing saw his personal popularity 
rating fall three points to 39 
per cent, but he was still ahead 
of Mr. Kohl, who gained five 
points to score 33 per cent. 


Individual popularity was 
based on a question asking 
people who they would vote 
for if they could elect the chan- 
cellor directly. 

The survey did not give rat- 
ings for the other main parties. 

A Forsa Institute survey 
published last Thursday 
showed support for the SPD 
down five points from a week 
earlier, with 42 per cent of 
voters supporting the party. 
Mr. Kohl's CDU gained three 
points to 36 per cent, according 
to that poll. 


G'kawa’s ‘I quit’ remark sparks furor 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's 
embattled Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa denied 
Wednesday he had even 
altered in jest the words'T 
quit." but his disclaimer failed 
>o quash speculation that his 
days as leader were numbered. 

Mr. Ifo5okawa's inability to 
shake off allegations of shady 
financial deal-making in the 
1-^Os has damaged his reputa- 
tion as an anti-corruption war- 
rior. paralysed parliament and 
prompted the opposition to 
call for his resignation. 

The Japanese news media. 

. increasingly sceptical of Mr. 
Hcsckawa’s account of his past 
deals, went into a frenzy after 
two independent lawmakers 
revealed that Mr. Hosokawa 
had joked about quitting Over- 
dinner’ Tuesday. 

But Wednesday, the ‘'joke” 
was headline news in most of 
Japan’s top dailies and the 
main item on television talk 
shows. 

“1 never said anything about 
quitting,.'' a smiling Hosokawa 
told reporters Wednesday. ’T 
said absolutely nothing that 
could have been taken to mean 
» would resign." 

He was more serious in de- 
nying what happened when he 
met later wi;h concerned mem- 
bers of his Japan New Party 
(JNP), one of eight partners in 
the ruling coalition that came 


to power last August on prom- 
ises of stamping out rampant 
official graft. 

“I was drinking with the two 
lawmakers last night... But ' 
didn't say 1 wanted to resign. 
Nor did the thought cross my ■ 
mind." Mr. Hosokawa told. 
JNP lawmakers, according to 
news reports. 

Masayoshi Takemura. the 
chief government spokesman, 
who recently had a falling out 
with Mr. Hosokawa. was less 
than supportive Wednesday. 

“The prime minister must 
have made a remark that could 
be linked to resigning." he told 
a news conference, “he must 
be more careful about making 
remarks that could give rise to 
misunderstandings. " 

Mr. Takemura said also it 
was time for rhe ruling coali- 
tion to consider the opposi- 
tion's demands that Mr. Hoso- 
kawa allow a foil probe of old- 
loans to break a stalemate in 
parliament that has delayed 
.passage of the nation's now 
overdue 1994-95 budget. 

’[We want to... take some 
action so that parliament can 
resume (the budget debate] by 
next week.” he said. 

Mr. Hosokawa has insisted 
the 100 million yen ($980,000) 
he received in 1982 from Saga- 
wa Kyubin. a trucking com- 
pany involved in a 1992-93 
payoff scandal, was a loan he 


had repaid by 1991. 

The opposition Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) says 
it suspects the money was used 
illicitly to fund Mr. Hosoka- 
wa’s successful bid for election 
as governor of Kumamoto, in 
southern Japan, in February 
1983. 

They are holding the budget 
hostage to push demands that 
Mr. Hosokawa produce re- 
ceipts proving he repaid the 
Sagawa money, and that he 
allow his former aide in charge 
of finances to testily in parlia- 
ment on the affair. 

LDP lawmakers also want a 
financial consultant to appear 
before parliament to dear up 
doubts about a cheap loan Mr. 
Hosokawa is said to have re- 
ceived in 1986 that enabled 
him to make a huge profit on a 
new share issue. 

LDP Secretary General 
Yoshiro Mori said it was only a 
matter of time before Mr. 
Hosokawa actually did step 
down. 

"I think he really did say he 
wants to quit because it's about 
lime for him to go." Mr. Mori 
said in television remarks. 

“It's been our job to show 
that he was involved in some 
dubious affairs and now it's up 
to him to decide whether he'll 
resign or dissolve parliament 
for elections.” he said. 


The ANC is expected to win 
the vote and plans to eliminate 
all tribal homelands, including 
Kwazuiu, and create a unitary 
state where all ethnic groups 
live as one. 


Meanwhile, former U-S. 


Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer said Tuesday he wanted 
the ANC and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party to make a 
“huge effort” at conciliation 
before he and Britain's Lord 
Carrington arrive in South 
Africa on a mediation mission. 

Mr. Kissinger, in an inter- 
view with Cable News Net- 
work in New York, said media- 
tion will not begin until after 
Mr. Butbelezi. King Goodwill, 
Mr. Mandela and President De 
Klerk meet Friday. 

“What they should do is 
make a huge effort to narrow 
their differences before we get 
there,” Mr. Kissinger is quoted 
as saying in a partial transcript 
of the CNN interview. “We’re 
going there to facilitate we're 
not there as principals." 

Mr. Kissinger said he and 
Lord Carrington are expected 
to begin there visit to South 
Africa on April 12 and end it 
on April 22. He rejected any 
suggestion that he and Lord 
Carrington will take an outline 
of an agreement with them. 

“No. That would be a disas- 
ter. We can narrow the differ- 
ences they define. We cannot 
substitute for them." 


Russia 
still wants 
special 
status 
in NATO 
scheme 


MOSCOW (R! — President 
Boris Yeltsin made clear in an 
interview published Wednes- 
day that Russia is still insisting 
on special status in NATO’s 
partnership for peace military 
cooperation programme. 

He told Interfax News 
Agency Moscow planned to 
sign a “framework" agreement 
soon but said NATO's rela- 
tionship with Russia should 
“by its scale and intensity have 
a different character" from 
that with other countries. 

“We have in mind a special 
agreement with NATO, corres- 
ponding to the position and 
role of Russia in world and 
European affairs, to our coun- 
try's military might and nuclear 
status." Mr. Yeltsin said. 

A senior Foreign Ministry 
official said Tuesday he ex- 
pected Russia to sign up for the 
programme on April 21. join- 
ing the 14 states from the 
former Soviet Bloc which have 
already done so. 

Mr. Yeltsin's insistence on 
special status seemed intended 
to defuse criticism from some 
nationalist and conservative 
politicians that Russian parti- 
cipation would be demeaning. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Russia was 
acting - . without, haste and had 
construed other member-states 
of the Commonwealth of for- 
mer Soviet republics. 
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A South African policeman tries to persuade a 
Zulu to give up his spear. Zulus consider spears 
and dubs to be traditional weapons agj are 


defying the state of emergency regulations, ban- 
ning such weapons (AFP photo) 


North Korea opens parliament 
against nuclear crisis backdrop 


TOKYO (R) — North Korean 
President Kim Il-Sung opened 
the spring session of the Stalin- 
ist nation’s rubber-stamp par- 
liament Wednesday against a 
backdrop of deepening crisis 
over Pyongyang's suspected 
nuclear ambitions. 

Mr. Kim’s chosen heir, 
eldest son Kim Jong-11, also 
attended the inaugural session 
of the Supreme People's 
Assembly, the Korean Central 
News Agency • (KCNA) re- 
ported. 

KCNA monitored in Tokyo, 
said the agenda included a 
report on the cash-strapped 
nation's economic perform- 
ance, approval of the fiscal 
1994 state budget and formal 
endorsement of laws previous- 
ly approved by the assembly's 
standing committee. 

Unmentioned in the brief 
despatch was the alarmist 
situation set out Tuesday in an 
apocalyptic KCNA despatch 
that warned of gathering war 
clouds and a scenario closely 
resembling the days before the 
Korean War broke out in 1950. 

“A touch-and-go situation is 
prevailing on the Korean 
peninsula in which a war may 
break out any moment,” the 
official agency said. 

The atmosphere in North 
East Asia, increasingly tense 
'over the past year as North 
Korea blocked foil U.N. in- 
spection of its nudear facili- 


ties, took another turn for the 
worse last Thursday. That was 
when the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil issued a formal statement 
urging Pyongyang to allow un- 
fettered checks. 

The North Monday de- 
nounced the statement, accus- 
ing the Council of dandng to 
America's tune. 

In Tuesday's despatch, 
KCNA gave a stark warning 
that all the factors needed to 
spark another conflict in Korea 
were falling into place. 

The agency said the United 
States was planning to stage 
provocative ; large-scale war 
games, deploy Patriot missiles 
in die South and ship in addi- 
tional U.S. troops and 
weapons, purportedly to coun- 
ter a North Korean “attack." 

With these and a string of 
other ominous developments, 
the agency said, “facts tell that 
the situation on the Korean 
peninsula resembles that on 
the eve of the .past Korean 
War.” 

Later Tuesday, the U.S. De- 
fence Department confirmed 
that die United States and 
South Korea were likely to 
bold their joint Team Spirit 
war games this year because of 
North Korea's continuing re- 
fusal to allow inspection of its 
nuclear sites to determine 
whether weapons-grade pluto- 
nium is being secretly diverted. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman 


said no final decision had been 
made on how and when to 
conduct this year’s Team Spir- 
it, which was suspended by 
Washington and Seoul in 
Match to encourage nuclear 
cooperation by the North. 

Team Spirit would be a ma- 
jor topic of discussion during a 
planned visit to South Korea in 
mid-April by U.S., Defence 
Secretary William Perry, she 
added. 

The spokeswoman added 
that tire first of two shiploads 
of Patriot air defence missiles 
were leaving California for 
South Korea Tuesday despite 
North Korea's warnings that 
tire move could prompt war. 
The second ship would leave 
shortly. 

The Supreme People's 
Assembly met Wednesday 
amidst further reports that tire 
phased power handover from 
Kim Il-Sung. 82 next- week, to 
his son was on the point of 
completion. 

The South Korean News 
Agency, Yonhap. reported, 
that a senior pro-Pyongyang 
Korean resident of Japan had 
said in a Tokyo Tuesday that 
Kim Jong-11 had finally taken 
over the reins. 

Yonhap quoted Ho Jong-* 
Man as saying: “Workers' Par- 
ty Secretary Kim Jong-D has 
taken over power in politics. 
The economy and the military 
from his father Kim H-Sung.” 


Balladur seeks end to Franco- Chinese row 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
flies to Beijing Thursday eager 
for reconciliation after an 18- 
month virtual economic 
boycott of France by China. 

Despite the high hopes of 
French business, no lucrative 
contract will be signed during 
the four-day visit, French offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Bahadur’s task will be 
further complicated by China's 
detention last week of top dis- 
sident Wei Jingsheng, putting 
pressure on the French leader 
to raise sensitive human rights 
issues. 

According to an adviser to 
Mr. Balladur, France is an- 
xious to turn the page on a 
dispute prompted by its sale of 
60 advanced Mirage fighters to 
Taiwan in late 1992. 

“It was discrimination. 
France was marginalised and 
penalised. We want a broad 
new start — economic, politic- 
al and cultural." said the advis- 
er, who asked not to be 
named. 

Beijing barred French indus- 
try from signing any major 
deals in the world's fastest 
growing market for more than 
a year. 

According to Trade and In- 


dustry Minister Gerard Lon- 
guet, the row over the fighters 
cost French firms three billion' 
francs ($515 million) in lost 
sales. The CNPF Employers’ 
Federation said it cost twice 
that sum. 

Relations thawed in January 
when France promised to stop 
selling arms to Taiwan and 
reaffirmed it recognised Chi- 
na’s claim to Taiwan. 

To the chagrin of French 
multinational clamouring for a 
Share in Chinese sectors such 
as nuclear energy, telecom- 
munications and tansport," 
Mr. Baladur will return to 
Paris empty-handed as far as 
business deals are concerned. 

“No accord of any kind will 
be signed. This visit is a first 
step," Mr. Bahadur's adviser 
said. 

This is in sharp contrast with 
the November visit of German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who 
harvested contracts worth $1.8 
billion. 

The French will be hard 
pressed to juggle their quest 
for better relations with critic- 
ism of China's human rights 
record. Paris was among the 
harshest critics of Beijing after 
it crushed pro-democracy pro- 


tests centred on Tiananmen 
Square in June 1989. 

“Bahadur's trip coincides 
with a new wave of repression 
and arrests by Beijing, includ- 
ing Wei Jingsheng," said Nan- 
cy Li of the human rights group 
Chinese House of Democracy, 
set up by French and Chinese 
students in Paris after the pro- 
tests. 

“Balladur should put his 
visit off. That would give a 
‘ signal to Beijing they must stop 
arresting peaceful citizens. It is. 
outrageous that the Chinese 
government can act with im- 
punity and foreign visitors 
keep coming,” she said. 

French Foreign Minister' 
Alain Juppe, in an interview 
with the daily Le Figaro, 
underscored France’s new poli- 
cy of realpolitik towards Chi- 
na. 

“We remain faithful to our 
principles in telling our hosts 
that we are not satisfied with 
the current situation. At the 
same time, we defend France's 
interests," be said. 

A French diplomatic source 
put it more prosaically: “This 
trip is adapted to what the 
Chinese accept and to the 
needs of Franco-Chinese rela- 
tions." 


Chinese dissident’s secretary also under probe 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Wednesday appeared to be 
building a case against its most 
prominent dissident, Wei Jing- 
sheng, with police confirming . 
that bis secretary is also being; 
held in connection with sus- 
pected criminal activities. 

A Public Security Ministry 
spokesman said the secretary, 
Tong Yi, was “being investi- 
gated for matters that violated 
the laws of China.” 

He declined to specify the 
charges that might be brought 
against Mr. Wei and Mr. Tong, 
saying that nothing can be re- 
vealed until investigations are 
completed. 

Mr. Tong, who maintained 
dose relations with the foreign 
press in Beijing, has not been 
beard from since China 
announced Tuesday that Mr. 
Wei was being “interrogated 
and placed under surveill- 
ance... because he violated the 
law on many occasions and is 
suspected of having committed 
new crimes when he was dep- 
rived of his political rights and 
on parole." 

Mr. Wei, known as the 
father of China’s modern 
Democracy Movement, was 
paroled in September after 
serving 14-Vfr years of 15-year 
jail sentence. 


The 43-year-old activist was 
grabbed by police Friday while 
returning to Beijing from the 
nearby port of Tianjin and had 
not been seen since by relatives 
or colleagues. 

Mr. Wei’s sister, Wei Ling, 
said Wednesday that police 
had told her father the activist 
would be held “for a time”. 
They rejected the father’s re- 
quest to see his son, saying that 
any family visits would have to 
wait. 

Wei Ling said a squad of 
police had raided Mr. Wei's 
office Monday, presumably 
looking for evidence against 
him. * 

The report of Mr. Wei's re- 
newed detention sparked di- 
plomatic moves by the U.S. 
government, which said it 
appeared to be a case of silenc- 
ing a citizen merely for his 
views. 

But China Wednesday told 
the rest of the world to mind its 
Own business, saying the Wei 
case was purely internal and 
was being handled according to 
the law. 

In Washington, State De-' 
partment spokesman Mike 
McCurry said: “The United 
States very much regrets that ' 
China has taken this step." 

He said American diplomats 


in Beijing held a meeting with 
Chinese officials “in which we 
expressed our concern" about 
Mr. Wei but die U.S. message 
stopped short of a formal pro- 
test. 

Mr. McCurry took issue with 
the Chinese viey that Mr. Wei 
had violated laws, saying ‘‘to 
the best of our knowledge, Mr. 
Wei has only exercised his uni- 
versally recognised right to 
freedom of opinion and ex- 
pression... The only thing be 
has done is to express opinions 
about conditions that exist 
. within China.” 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman, asked if the 
Wei affair would affect Sino- 
U.S. relations, made clear 
Beijing felt it should not. 

"The Public Security De- 
partment has the right to to- 
te rrogate him according to the 
law and this is purely China’s 
internal affair,” she said. 

Meanwhile, leading pro-Chi- 
na figures in Hong Kong 
joined journalists and human- 
rights campaigners Wednesday 
to demand that Beijing ' 
explain a heavy jail sentence 
handed down in secret on a 
Hong Kong reporter for 
spying. 

Politicians and publishers 
more used to attacking the 


British colonial government 
than China Questioned 
whether Xi Yang, a journalist 
with die. Hong Kong daily 
Ming Pao, had really been 
spying, for which he was con- 
victed last week. 

'And Ming Pao said that a 
Chinese lawyer who had 
agreed to act for mainland- 
born Xf^ when he appealed 
against His 12-year sentence 
had pulled ont of the case. 

News Monday of Mr. Xi’s 
sentence, which followed offi- 
cial Chinese hints that he 
would be treated leniently, 
shocked journalists m the col- 
ony, which returns to China in 
1997. 

But reaction to die trial, 
which was shrouded in secrecy' 
has spread beyond the colony’s, 
journalist community and 
nghts groups to China's tradi- 
tional allies. 

. TJang^Yok^ing, chairman 
or Hong Kong s main pro-Beij- 
mg party, called on China to 
prove that Mr. Xi had been 
doing anything other than 
gathering news. 

“Up . till now we do nor have 
any evidence to prove other- 1 
v^se but we know very tittle 
about the facts of the case,” he 

tion ^^ crnrncnt si*-. 


Group completes 
London to New 
York drive 

NEW YORK (R) — An inter- 
national team Tuesday com-, 
pkted a 15,600 mile (25,000 
km) driving expedition that 
took diem across three oonti- 1 
Dents and some of the world's! 
most severe weather from Lon- 
don to New York in three 
months. The four women and 
seven men, who bad braved, 
die winter snows of Siberia and; 
Alaska, were spared the har- 
rowing ordeal of New York 
traffic by a special police con- 
voy that accompanied them the ; 
last few miles of the journey' 
into Manhattan. “We had cab ■ 
driven swearing and waving' 
their fists,” team member, 
Dion Jerling told friends at a f 
ceremony welcoming them to ' 
the United Nations. “Did they 1 
have their guns out?” asked a 
friend. The team, led by Brit- ■ 
ish television producer Richard ! 
Creasey, avoided any major' 
mishaps through the three- ■ 
month journey, which took 
them through the worst of the ' 

. Russian winter with tempera- \ 
tores as low as 75 degrees ; 
below zero (minus 60 Celsius). 
Most of their journey, which . 
began in London on December ‘ 
27, 1993, was in two Ford 
Mondeos, four-wheel drive ; 
trucks built by Ford in Europe, ; 
accompanied by six Ford • 
Mavericks. The group got spe- : 
dal permission to drive ; 
through the Channel Tunnel, ; 
making the dream of driving ! 
from London to New York a ! 
possibility for the first time. 


Missouri voters 
reject riverboat 
gambling |.f 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (R) — ■ } 
Missouri voters narrowly re- --j 
jected a referendum to legalise .* f 
riverboat gambling Tuesday. ; 
just 16 months after approving ; j. 
floating casinos on the state’s ;-7 
two major waterways — the ]•:. 
Missouri and Mississippi Riv- 
ers. With 85 per cent of the ; 
vote counted statewide, the 
gambling measure was felling 
52 per cent to 48 per cent. 
Missourians bad last gone to ' \ 
the, .polls to consider riverboat. ; 7 
gambling in November 1992 i 
when 62 p er cent of thc£ .? 
voters approved the measuife 
to legalise gambling in the 
state. However, another vote ' 
•became necessary after the 
Missouri Supreme Court ruled • - 
earlier this year that the state : 
constitution prohibits some ; *- 
forms of gambling. Those ; 
games include games of • 
chance, such as craps or slot ! 
machines, which are among ; 
the biggest money makers for ; 
gaming companies. Gambling i 
supporters, although stung by ! 
the loss at the polls, said they . - 

mil work to put the issue be- 
fore Missouri voters as early as "• 
August. With tens of millions ! 
of doDars already invested in 
the state to support a riverboat ■ 
gambling industry, stock 
analysts bad forecast a high 
stakes gamble with the biggest - 
losers mi a no vote being small- 
capitalised companies, such as / - 
Argosy Gaming Co., Station 
Casinos Inc., and President.' £ 
Riverboat Casinos Inc. Gamb- ; ■ 
ling supporters blamed low vo- ’?■ 
ter turnout due to a spring 
snowstorm for the loss. 

Miniskirts 
raise wrath in 
African town 

NIAMEY (R) — Attackers 
believed to be Islamic militants ! 
assaulted young women wear- ! 
tog miniskirts and sporting ; 
braided hairstyles . in the cen- 
tral Niger town of Maradi, 
state-run radio reported. It 
said groups of zealots roamed 
streets and marketplaces 
smashing brothels and beating 
women they considered im- 
modestly dressed but did not 
say how many women were 
hurt or die extent of their 
injuries. Authorities in the 
town, 650 kilometres east of 
Niamey, said they would find 
and severely punish die attack- ^ 
ers, who rampaged over two 
days. 

Cows may step out 
in fluorescent 
leggings 

LONDON (R) — Environ- 
mentalists want to fit cows to a 
British village with fluorescent 
leggings to stop them being hit 
by cars. Under a law dating ! j 
from the middle ages, farmers $3 
are allowed to graze their 
animals on Westwood pasture 
to the northeast English county 
of Humberside, but nearly 40“ 
cows have been killed and 
many more injured by cars in 
the last two years when they 
wander from the pasture on to 
busy roads. Environmen talis ts 
are. asking residents to adopt a 
cow to return for a three- 
pound ($4.50) fee which will be 
used to buy yellow and white 
leggings that show up in car 
headlights. 
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Navratilova breaks slump 
25?% ^™ elia Island win 


ISLAND. Florida 
(R) — Third seed Martina 
Navratilova won her first 
match in three weeks on Tues- 
day and she did it in convincing 
fashion. 

Navratilova, who had lost 
ber opening match the past two 
weeks, crushed Veronika Mar- 
tinet of Germany 6-1 6-1 in the 
second round of the 400,000 
Bausch Lomb championships. 

The fourth-ranked future 
Hall of Famer. who received a 
fust-round bye, had not lost 
her opening match in consecu- 
tive tournaments since 1974 
until last week at Hilton Head 

“I didn’t want to lc*e three 
in a row,” said the relieved 
nine-time Wimbledon cham- 
pion. who has won this tourna- 
ment three times. 

“I .was very focused today. 
I'm very excited about *.*10111118 
the match. It was a big hump 
for me to get over.” Navratilo- 
va admitted. 

* After also receiving first- 
round byes, top seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, her second- 
seed Spanish compatriot Con- 
chi ta Martinez and fourth seed 
Gabriels Saba tin i all saw their 
first action Tuesday and all 
fared well on the Amelia Is- 
land day. 

The second-ranked Sanchez, 
the defending champion who is 
looking for her first title of the 


year, cruised past Ruxandra 
Dragomir of Romania 6-1 6-2 
in 76 minutes. 

Martinez, winner of last 
week’s Family Circle Cup, 
needed just 65 minutes to dis- 
pose of Petra Ritter of Austria 
by the same score. 

Sabatini, a three-time win- 
ner of this event who is hoping 
to end a 32-toumament title 
drought, took a 6-3 6-4 deci- 
sion from Janette Husarova of 
Slovakia. 

*‘I haven't had too many 
good results lately, so that 
probably helps them more,” 
Sabatini said of her opponents. 

“If I want to win I have to 
beat everybody,” added the 
Argentine, who has not won a 
title since the Italian Open in 
May 1992. 

Navratilova’s determination 
was obvious as she dismantled 
Martinez in just 55 minutes 
despite playing on her least 
favourite surface. 

The former world number 
one, who has played just 11 
clay cour; events in the las: five 
years, appeared unusually 
comfortable moving around 
the court against her 108th- 
ranked opponent. 

She lost a total of just 12 
points in her seven service 
games and was able to work 
her way into the net for win- 
ning volleys 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

c 1953 Tmkj « e lfe<N Serpen n 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦Void vAJ1052 ! 73 4AQ10962 
What is your opening bid? 

A.— -We have no quarrel if you 
elect to open one club, intending to 
bid and rebid hearts. That, howev- 
er, presumes you will hjve a Tree run 
in the auction and partner's re- 
sponse will not prove embarrassing. 
Since the hand is a tad weak for a 
reverse after one spade by partner, 
and the heart suit might get lost if 
the opponents compete, our choice 
of opening hid would be one heart to 
facilitate getting both suits into the 
auction. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold' 

»J3 73 i AKQJ5 4AJ1096 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 ’ Pass 

2 7 P ass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have shown slam imefi- 
esC'Now iris time "to set the triimpr 
suit Bid three dubs- There ifoftcj> 
need to 00 anything mare dramatic 
because your jump shift was an un- 
conditional game force. 

Q.3 — East -West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦A ~KQ876 .762 *10542 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 !• Pass 1 '7 Pa-:s 

1 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You can't pass and a d <:f 
two hearts in this situatior -vouid 
promise a six-card suit. Thn ea : s 
a preference to two diamo* .h 
three-card support, not : jMe 


when partners minor has noi been 
rebid, or a slightly off-shape one no 
trump. The latter has our vote. 
Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦AK. 7J973 KQ9872 *6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

3 7 4 v Pass 4 7 


What do you bid now? 

A. — A fair band has become- much 
better. Partner’s cue-bid confirms 
diamond support and your hands 
must fit like a glove. It is simply a 
m a t ter of where to place, the con- 
tract. As the first step in the inves- 
tigative process, cue-bid four 
spades. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold 

4Q10542 7Q83 762 *732 

Partner opens the bidding with a 
.game-forcing bid of two spades. 
What do you respond? 

A. — There's a textbook bid that 
fits this hand perfectly: "A 'jump TO' 
four spades premises excellent 
rump support with no first- or sec- 
ound control in a side suit. 

, >i. ,'s your hand and your bid 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vmi hold 

4076 vAQJlOS i43 *JS2 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A. — Don’t let those five hearts 
tempi you into doing something 
rash. Without the semblance of a 
winner outside the trump suit, you 
are worth no more than a raise to 
two hearts. Had you held a single- 
ton somewhere, four hearts n juld 
have been more appealing. 


JORDANIAN DIPLOMATIC CAR 
FOR SALE 

Audi 80, model 1977, in very good condition. 
Price: $1,200 

Please call Mr. Usama tel. 628101 
from 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid Daihatsu Serosa “1990" 
A/C, convertible, hard top, stereo radio 
cassette, dark green, manual transmis- 
sion. 

Price: JD 4,500 or nearest offer. 

Please call British embassy 
tel. 823100 Ext. 212 . 




Vit this point in my life, 
l feel my self esteem is 
less tied to how l look 
and that's a relief 


1 wear my birth stone from: 


D 


AJANI 

JEWELLERS . 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


Heat cool off Knicks to 
end 15- game winning streak 


MIAMI (R) — The Miami 
heat cooled off the sizzling hot 
Knicks on Tuesday with a 100- 
86 romp that ended New 
York's 15-game winning 
streak. 

Harold miner scored six of 
his game-high 22 points during 
a 13-2 surge to open the fourth 
quarter as Miami handed the 
Knicks their first loss since 
Feb. 27. The 15-game sneak 
was the second longest in 
franchise history and tied 
Houston for the longest win- 
ning streak in the league this 
season. 

Steve Smith added 20 points 
for Miami, which once again 
played without injured starting 
centre Rcmy Seikaly. 

Patrick Ewing scored 19 
points and 1 1 rebounds to pace 
New York, which still boasts 
the best record int he Eastern 
Conference at 51-20. 

Miami, clinging to the 
seventh playoff spot int he 
east, won for just the second 
time in its last nine games. 

At New Jersey, Jayson Wil- 
liams scored 13 of his career- 
high 19 points in the second 
quarter as the Nets built a 
15-point halftime lead and 
cruised to a 120-94 win over 
the Boston Celtics. 

Williams, who played just 27 
minutes, also had seven re- 
bounds, Benoit Benjamin and 
Kevin Edwards adt>d ! ^ 
points apie:e and Ken: 
Anderson chipped in i_ 
and 17 assists for New .*.■ . 

The Nets led by as many as 
30 points in the fourth quarter 
and Boston got no closer than 
15 in the second half. 

At Cleveland, John Williams 
scored ei~‘ r points in a deci- 
sive 11-1 t* —ih quarter run as 
the Cavaliers beat the Charlot- 
te Hornets 105-99. 

The Cavaliers have never 
lost to the Hornets at home in 
13 meetings at the Richfield 
Coliseum. 

Williams had 23 vL:ts and 
Rod Higgins scored 
the Cavs to their fifth win in six 


games. , 

Charlotte fell 514 games be- 
hind New Jersey in the race for 
the final playoff spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 

In Orlando, Jeff Turner 
scored a season-high 22 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds as 
the magic downed the Mil- 
uraiikee Bucks. 104-97 despite 
the absence of Shaquille 
O'Neal, who sat out with a 
stomach virus. 

Anfemee Hardaway added 
21 points and nine assists as 
Orlando handed Milwaukee its 
10th straight road loss. 

Turner scored eight points 
int he first quarter as Orlando 
jumped to a 32-19 lead and 
never looked back. 

In Chicago, Scottie Pippen 
led six Chicago players in dou- 
ble figures with 22 points as the 
Bulls pummelled the Washing- 
ton Bullets 114-88. 

The Bulls broke the game 
open with a 13-4 run at the 
start of the second half and 
coasted to their fifth consecu- 
tive win and eighth straight at 
home. Chicago has won its last 
15 meetings with the Bullets. 

B.J. Armstrong scored 17 
points 2nd Horace Grant 
added 16 for Chicago. Calbert 
Cheaney scored 39 points and 
Rex Chapman is for the Bul- 
lets, vho Inst beat the Bulls in 
i>ci-tber. 1992. 

In San Antonio, Latrell 
Sprewsll scored six of his 2b 
puu.is in the last two minutes 
to help the Golden State War- 
riors rally to a 106-101 win over 
the Spurs. 

Chris Webber added 21 
points and Billy Owens 20 for 
the Warriors. 

David Robinson had 29 
points and Dennis Rodman 19 
rebounds for the Spurs, who’ 
saw their six-game winning 
streak end. 

At Indiana, Antonio Davis 
scored 1 1 of his 18 points dur- 
ing a 19-7 second-quarter spurt 
as the Pacers built an 18-point ’ 
cm ...on and held on for a 
105-89 victory over the Detroit 


FURNISHED HOUSE 
FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, kitchen, office, living room, salon and 3 
.bathrooms, telephone, central heating, terrace. 
Location: Near. the. American„School. 

• T. v.Tel.: 81 1539 ' 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
WANTED 

To support foreign head of voluntary organisation required: 

- Good command of English and Arabic both written and 
spoken. 

-Working knowledge of computer (Microsoft. Windows. 
Lotus). 

- Prefer Jordanian female with 3 years work experience using 
requ~ s d r, ' ;, ts. 

- Position incudes organising, filing, scheduling, corres- 
pondence management, and efficient and courteous in- 
teraction on phone and reception of public. 

- Need a self-motivated, flexible professional willing to assist 
as needed. 

Send resume immediately to: 

Fax 612302 or Box 9363, Amman. 



The Embassy Of Italy 
Announces 


The opening of new Italian Language 
Classes in the “ Centro Linguistico 
Italiano “ premises in shmeisani . 

Courses all Levels 

ft Saturday , Monday , Wednesday 

- From 4-6 p.m. 

- From 6-8 p.m. 

Starting day : Saturday . 23th of April 1994 

ft Sunday , Tuesday . Thursday 

- From 4-6 p.m. 

Starting day : Sunday , 10th of April 1994 

- From 6-8 p.m. 

starting day : Sunday , 24th of April 1994 

Fees : 65 J.D. 2 Months and a half . 

Entry Questionnaire - Final test - 
Final Certification . 

Classes : 10 - 15 students 
Italian Classes for special purposes on 
request . 

Director & Linguistic Adviser 
prof. : Emanuele Minardo 


Information & Registration at tbc Italian Language Centre 
( Shmeisani } , 'Near Birds’ Garden Tel. 669348 


Pistons. 

Dale Davis added 19 points 
and 14 rebounds and Kenny 
Williams netted 18 points off 
the bench for the Pacers, who 
won for the fourth time in five 
games to maintain the sixth 
spot in the east playoff race. 

Davis started in place of 
Ind’jna’s leading scorer Rik 
Smith, who missed the game 
because of the flu. 

* In Denver, Elmore Spencer 
converted a three-point play 
with 42 seconds left to give the 
Los Angeles Gippers a 92-91 
win over the Nuggets. 

Denver had a chance to win 
the game int he closing 
AWVVMMJ, Ulll Robert Pack mis- 
sed 3 jumper and Rodney Ro- 
gers missed the put back. 

The Nuggets lost their fifth 
straight game, while the Gip- 
pers snapped a six-game losing 
streak. 

Gary Grant scored 26 and 
Randy Woods added 20 to 
pace the Clippers. Dikembe 
Motumbo collected a triple- 
double for Denver with 11 
points, 16 rebounds and 11 
blocked shots. 

In Seattle. Vincent Askew 
scored 1 1 of his 14 points in the 
fourth quarter to rally the Su- 
personics to their ninth straight 
win, an 86-79 triumph over the 
Utah Jazz. 

Askew scored ail of Seattle's 
points in a 7-2 spu.'i midway 
through the fourth that gave 
the Sonics a 77-70 lead with 
4:30 remaining, 

”>ctlef Schrempf scored 17 
points and Sam Perkins and 
Kemp added 15 each a Seattle 
’’■on for the 14th time in 15 
games 

Seattle's win increase J the 
Sonics’ lead to 3!c games over 
New York in the race for the 
best record in the NBA. 

In Portland, Terry Porter 
scored 13 of his 17 points in a 
second quarter outburst as the 
Trail Blazers downed the 
Phoenix Suns 135-113. 

Portland used a 19-5 run in 
the first five minutes of the 
second quarter to take a 48-41 
lead. Porter hit three three- 
pointers in the quarter as Port- 
land outscored Phoenix 40-21 
in the second. 

Gifford Robinson scored 23 
points and Rod Strickland 
added IS points and a team- 
record 20 assists for the Blaz- 
ers. Charles Barkley scored 27 
points to pace Phoenix. 



Jordan’s participation in Asian 
Games limited to five sports 


Special to the 
Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
selected only five sports for 
its participation in the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. Japan, 
to open in October this year, 
according to Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) President 
Muwaffaq Ai Fawwaz. 

Dr. Fawwaz said Jordan's 
participation will be . limited 
to basketball, taekwondo, - 
athletics, and boxing while a 
sixth sport, shooting, might 
be taken into consideration if 
members of the national 
team achieve good results in 
competitions that will take 
place in Egypt and Cyprus 
within the coming few 
days. 

Dr. Fawwaz explained that 
the JOC had set certain 
criteria for Jordanian sports 
federations who want their 
reams to participate in the 
games. 

These criteria, he said, 
stipulate that the national 
team for every sport will 
qualify to participate in 
Hiroshima only if it had at least 
occupied the eight place in an 
Asian tournament or third in 
an Arab championship. 

The Jordanian national 
basketball, taekwor ■*«■*. Ka- 
rate, athletics, and b-jAi.,. 
teams achieved such results 
in 1992 and therefore their 
applications to participate ir. 
Hiroshima were i-pproved, 
he said. 

He noted .h»t the parti- 


cipation of the shooting team 
hinges on whether its" mem- 
bers would get 120 points in 
the Cairo and Cyprus cham- 
pionships, a result they have 
never achieved. 

Another national team, the 
judo team, qualifies io par- 
ticipate in the Asian Games 
since it met the criteria set by 
JOC, but according to Dr. 
Fawwaz, most of the team 
members are suffering from 
injuries that would take till 
after October to heal. 

Jordan's basketball team 
met the requirements io qual- 
ity' for participation after it 
won second place in the Arab 
Basketball Championship 
held in Damascus in 1992 and 
placed sixth in the Asian Bas- 
ketball Championship hosted 
by Hong Kong in 1993. while 
the national taekwondo team 
occupied the fifth place in the 
Asian championship held in 
January in Manila, Philip- 
pines. 

The karate team came 
third in the Arab cham- 
pionship hosted by Cairo ear- 
lier this tear The athletics 
team non a coid medal in 


addition to six silver and 
bronze medals to be placed 
third in the Arab Cham- 
pionship in Damascus in 
1992, and in the same cham- 
pionship the boxing team se- 
cured third place.. 

According to Dr. Fawwaz, 
Jordan's best participation in 
the Asian Olympics was in 
the 1986 Seoul Games when 

the basketball team came 
fourth and the taekwondo 
players won three silvers and 
one bronze to place Jordan 
fourth in the standings. 

In 1990. Jordan Jid not 
take pan in the Asian Olym- 
pics hosted bv China. 

The JOC. which was estab- 
lished in 195S and accredited 
by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), coordin- 
ates among Jordanian sports 
federations which want to 
participate in Asian and 
Olympic games. 

Jordan's most nodular 
game, soccer, is not goi g to 
be one of Jordan's cut r e' in 
the games sin* e dan's 
national { am :z., not hai' 
good res-*’ s :n *• -asi »*■ 
"et.rs at ; ~ .V r,d As : ; 
\ irals . D F; said. 


UF?j(5tiED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

. be odd. deluxe furnished apartment, 2 bathrooms, 
t telephone, separate heating, garage, 

-co'voir. Nicely located in Abdoun. opposite ihe 
.iierican Embassy 
Annual rent JD 6.000. 

Call 662862 _ 
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* . THE BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR -T® 

U 20% discount to all diplomatic missions 

SPECIAL PRICES -vvl!-. be. offered bn- a very 
■jr.ique "a^ccrars beoo;:: r ' er-en'a! rues .'o' 
r-f-dss. cod ’ . j . ••!••• --.res - j - 

'gifts ana- sCuvA’ Cards are welcome ... 

'I OCA TED: next to Si it:’ Amf 

■Club-Street. near Chilli House Resiavran;. • 

: r Tel: 824485 ~ open daily from 9 a.m. "to 9 p.m. 


FURNISHED APAR't taEWT 
ABDOUN FOR REU7 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining , joc ■ =:;ep , r ... 
tial air conditioning, fully e<r ■ ^ 
dishwasher and wasrr-g ma:.' ie, rr 
central heating and paring. 

For Inquirie s please cal &6U .5 


“ FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI ~ 

Fully-furnished, ground floor apartment in a villa, with all 
electric appliances, double glazed windows, cent> ,iy heated 
with well-kept garden. Consists of one/two bef joms and 
accessories. Long and short term rents are accepted. 

Tel. 665804, 668464. 

Also for sale in an excellent condition, two videosets, two 
freezers (Italian) and one bedroom of A pieces (imported). 


Please keep t ? 5 NURC3ER 

1 . We buy used furniture and elet. . d appliar 
kinds. 

2. We exchange old h.me electric^ appliar-s 
ones. 

3. We buy used cars (cus onv. duty paid or 

4. We buy used com. -'ete sa all'»e system. 

dally from 11 a.m.- 8 p.t..-, Mr. O 


T ■■■■ . 

* t 

Y 

Cinema . Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 6182^ 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Te!.: 675571 

Nabil Al MasbizU Theatre 

■ abii & Hu, -.m's 

AHLA 1 THE** iff 

dead again 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD *V 
Hook 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 6.30, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Demolition Man 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden x Forbidden 


wo more weeks be ; c . t 
formances of the political c < 

“Ah Ian Arab 
Summit Conference” 

Come to an end 
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Serbs block U.N. general 
from Gorazde, press assault 


Blackmun Hebron victims remembered 

K —.4.; AMMAN (Petra) — His historic relations between favour of the Palestin 

I fcJU I Majesty King. Hussein Jordan and Palestinians. at the tune being. 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs stopped the 
U.N. commander from visiting 
Gorazde on Wednesday, but 
their advance into the besieged 
Muslim enclave appeared to 
slow. 

Lieutenant-General Michael 
Rose's attempt to. personally 
assess the situation in the east- 
ern enclave came alter Serb 
troops broke though outer de- 
fence lines and fought their 
way to within a few kilometres 
of the town of Gorazde itself. 
Hundreds of civilians reported- 
ly fled burning villages on the 
outskirts of the enclave. - 

It was* unclear why Gen. 
Rose did not proceed beyond 
Pale, the Serb headquarters 
just southeast of Sarajevo. He 
told reporters Serb officials 
cited “security reasons." 

But three U.N. military 
observers and eight British 
liaison officers were allowed to 
proceed. U.N. officials said. 

A spokesman. Major Rob 
Annink said it was decided at 
Pale it would be “illogical" for 
Gen. Rose to insist on going to 
Gorazde when the liaison offic- 
ers could report back to him. 

On the second anniversary 
of the outbreak of the Bosnian 
war. Maj. Annink also said 
U.N. officials had received an 
“important" proposal from 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic for a general cease- 
fire in Bosnia. He gave no 
details. 

Serbs and the Muslim-led 
government have mostly 
observed a truce around 
Sarajevo since Feb. 10, but 
fighting has continued else- 
where in the former Yugoslav 
republic. 

Maj. Annink said earlier 
that the Serb attack towards 
the town of Gorazde, 55 
kilometres southeast of 
Sarajevo, had halted after run- 
ning into entrenched defences. 

“Our assessment is that 


Gorazde is not in danger of 
falling," he said. "It is very 
well defended." 

Bosnian government radio 
said Serbs continued to assault 
government troops defending' 
the enclave. 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tanjug, dong a Bosnian Serb 
military statement, said Serb 
troops had occupied the village 
of Biljin, four kilometres south 
of Gorazde, and were fighting 
to “liberate Serb villages" in 
th e area. 

The Gorazde enclave is ab- 
out 20 kilometres long and 15 
kilometres wide, divided by 
the Drina River. The area is 
home to an estimated 65,000 
people, many of the refugees. 

With Serb forces reported to 
have made major advances to- 
wards the town, a U.N. 
spokesman said 12 people in- 
cluding three children had 
been killed and 52 people 
wounded over the past 24 
hours. 

The casualties were reported 
as Bosnia' marked the second 
anniversary of the war, which 
most consider broke out when 
Serb guns shelled nearby 
Sarajevo on April 6, 1992. 

The casualty toll in Gorazde 
since the latest Serb assault 
began on March 29 was now 64 
killed, including 10 children, 
and 301 wounded, inducing 36 
children, said Peter Kessler, 
spokesman fo the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

He said UNHCR staff in 
Gorazde had confirmed 1,000 
people had been displaced 
from outlying villages by the 
fighting, which had brought 
the Serbs to within abont three 
kilometres from the town 
centre. 

The United Nations said 
Bosnian Serb forces had on 
Tuesday advanced up to 10 


kilometres into the Gorazde 
pocket. 

But Bosnian Serb advances 
from the east and north east 
had been halted and the Mus- 
lim forces still held crucial high 
ground which the Serbs would 
need to take if they wanted to 
advance further, according to 
Maj. Annink. 

The United States said the 
fall of Gorazde would be a 
setback for the peace process 
in Bosnia. 

But in the face of calls from 
the Bosnian government for 
international action to stop the 
assault, America's top general 
ruled out using the threat of air 
strikes to break the siege, as 
happened in Sarajevo. 

“Right now, it is our judg- 
ment that conditions in 
Gorazde do not lend them- 
selves to the use of air power," 
General John Shalikashvili. 
chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told a news 
conference on Tuesday. 

But he said the situation 
could change, and “if the con- 
ditions are right, we will use air 
power to mitigate the be- 
haviour of the Serbs.'* 

Bosnian radio reported Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbcgo- 
vic had sent a letter to the 
U.N. Security Council to re- 
mined them of Resolution 824, 
which declared' Gorazde a 
U.N. -protected area a year 
ago. 

In Moscow, Russia's State 
Duma (lower house) voted on 
Wednesday to debate lifting 
economic sanctions against 
rump Yugoslavia while hard- 
line deputies accused the Un- 
ited Nations of encouraging 
“genocide" against Serbs. 

Deputy Speaker Alexander 
Vengerovsky told a news con- 
ference Russia should stop 
backing U.N. sanctions against 
Yugoslavia and recognise 
Serb-contTOlled regions of 
Croatia and Bosnia. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Jus- 
tice Harry A. Blackmun, au- 
thor of the landmark Roe vs. 
Wade decision that legalised 
abortion nationwide 21 years 
ago, announced his retirement 
Wednesday. 

“I shall miss the court, its 
work and its relationships," 
Mr. Blackmun said. “But I 
leave it in good hands." Mr. 
Blackmun said he had told 
President Bill Clinton of bis 
plans several months ago, leav- 
ing the president plenty of time 
to consider a successor. 

Mr. Blackmun, 85, said in a 
written statement that “I 
advised both the president and 
the chief justice some months 
ago that this would be my last 
tenn in active service on the 
courr. I am now writing the 
president formally that I shall 
assume retirement status," 
when the court ends its 1993-94 
term in late June, or when a 
successor is confirmed. 

The departure of Mr. Black- 
mun gives Mr. Clinton his 
second opportunity to make a 
high court appointment. Mr. 
Clinton named Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg last year. 

Early speculation Wednes- 
day centred on Senate majority 
leader George Mitchell, or 
possibly Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt. 

“The speculation in the sen- 
ate is that Senator Mitchell is 
the clear favourite/’ Sen. 
Hank Brown, a judiciary com- 
mittee member, said in an 
appearance on NBC Televi- 
sion. "As a matter of fact, it 
might hve been a factor in bis 
decision to leave the Senate." 

Mx. Blackmun's high court 
tenure was marked by his role 
in the 1973 abortion decision 
and subsequent abortion rul- 
ings. Hjs authorship of Roe vs. 
Wade made him one of the 
most vilified supreme court 
members in history, though he 
remains a hero to proponents 
of legalised abortion. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq denies responsibility for attacks 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Iraq on Wednesday denied it was responsi- 
ble for recent attacks on foreigners in the north of the country, 
the Iraqi News Agency reported. The agency quoted a. 
government spokesman as denying the “absurd accusation, 
which proves the extent to which the U.S. State Department 
misleads public opinion." State ^Department spokesman Mike 
McCurry suggested Tuesday .that. Baghdad - may - have" been 
responsible for the attacks. He dted reports received by the 
United Nations that Iraq was offering a bounty for anyone 
who murdered U.N. and other international relief workers. 
U.N. convoys came under attack by unidentified men in two 
incidents in northern Iraq on Tuesday. One guard was 
seriously wounded, another suffered minor injuries. A Ger- 
man correspondent for Agence France- Pr esse, Lissy Schmidt, 
35, and her Kurdish bodyguard were slain Sunday as they 
travelled by road in northern Iraq. In March, two Czechs and 
two Austrians were wounded by gunfire. Also last month, a 
Swedish journalist suffered facial injuries when the car he was 
travelling in was rocked by a bomb 

Police arrest suspect In Tunis killing 

TUNIS (AP) — Tunisian police have arrested a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) employee in connection with 
the killing of a colleague and on charges of illegally dealing in 
foreign currency. PLO sources said Wednesday. The sources 
said the suspect, identified only as Abu Khalid, was arrested in 
a police ambush Tuesday just before he could cross the border 
into Libya. On Saturday. Khalil Abu Moalek, an employee in 
the PLO's political department, was killed by a gunman at a 
shopping centre in a Tunis suburb. Abu Moalek. 33, was 
believed to have been part of network trafficking in forged 
currency in Tunisia, said the PLO sources- PLO officials 
acknowledged that Abu Khalid was being questioned in 
connection with the murder and also on charges of illegally 
dealing in foreign currency. Tunis has been hosting several 
hundred PLO employees since the organisation was expelled 
from Lebanon in 1982. 

Exiled Haitian dictator cannot pay rent 

PARIS (AP) — Once a symbol of excessSve living, Haiti’s 
exiled dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier has slinked out of bis 
Riviera villa because he could not pay the rent, a newspaper 
reported Wednesday. Le Parisien reported that Mr. Dnvalier’s 
whereabouts are unknown since he left the sumptious villa in 
February, being unable to come up with 800,000 francs 
(S WO.OOO) in annual rent. Mr. Duvalier. known as "Baby 
Doc” when he named himself president-for-life over Haiti, 
was deposed in 1986 and fled to France with his wife, Micbele. 
and their two children. The couple separated in 1990 shortly 
after moving into the villa at Vallauris, their third home in 
France. Mr. Duvalier seldom left the heavily guarded grounds. 
Mr. Duvalier himself discreetly moved out in February after a 
court ordered him to pay 500,000 francs (SS7.000) in back 
rent, the daily reported. He also left several unpaid tabs at 
local shops. 

Iran wants more leads with Africa 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s foreign minister, Ali Akbar 
Velayali. Wednesday called for practical steps to boost 
commercial ties with African nations. Tehran Radio reported. 
The broadcast, monitored in Cyprus, stud Mr. Velayati was 
speaking in Tehran on his return from a five-nation African 
tour “African countries are very anxious to make use of our 
industrial products." Mr. Velayati told the radio. He called on 
:hc government and entrepreneurs to be “more serious" about 
promoting trade. “One of the main reasons that products we 
have promoted at trade exhibitions there are so welcomed is 
because few countries can compete with our prices and deliver 
our quality, which is quite high.” Mr. Velayati said. On his 
tour. Mr. Velayati visited Burkina Faso, Uganda, Kenya, 
Namibia and Guinea. 

Taiwan jails Chinese hijacker for 10 years 

TAiPEI (R) — Taiwan sentenced a hijacker to 10 years in 
prison on Wednesday in an attempt to end a spate of 
hijackings that saw 1 1 Chinese airliners commandered to the 
island since last April, state television reported. The district 
court in the northern country of Taoyuan sentenced Zhang 
Hai. 27. a driver working for the dty government in the 
northern Chinese city of Tangshan. after convicting him of air 


piracy. The court showed 'leniency because Mr. Zhang 
surrendered to Taiwanese authorities, the television said. He 
could have faced the death sentence. Mr. Zhang, armed with 
fruit knives and toothpaste tubes under his shirt which he' 
claimed were explosives, hijacked a Xiamen Airlines Boeing 
737 to Taiwan last Nove. 5 and asked for asylum. He is among 
15 Chinese asylum-seekers who have hijacked 11 Chinese 
planes to Taipei since April last year. Nine of the others have 
been jailed for up to 13 years by Taiwan courts, while the rest 
are awaiting trial. 

French court orders return of 2 Algerians 

LYON (AP) — Two Algerian youths hastily expelled from 
France for allegedly attacking police during student riots last 
month will be allowed to return here. The interior ministry, 
which had ordered the expulsions March 23, agreed Wednes- 
day to uphold a court ruling suspending the order and 
authorised the pair to return. The court order, issued earlier in 
the day, struck a blow against Interior Minister Charles 
Pasoun’s tough restrictions on immigrants, which include rapid 
expulsions for lawbreakers deemed a “threat to the public 
order.” Mouloud Madari. 18, and Abdul Hakim Youbi, 19, 
were accused by Mr. Pasqua of attacking police during 
nationwide riots against a law lowering the minimum wage for 
.youths. They were put on a boat for Algeria two days after 
their arrest. Their families and anti-racism activists challenged 
the expulsion, saying that the pair had spent nearly their entire 
lives in France and barely understood Arabic, the language of j 
A lgeria. “He can’t take it anymore. He was ciying on the 
phone last night," Mr. Youbi’s father. Tahar, said in the Lyon 
court after the ruling. 

Israeli foreign minister to visit Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres will 
visit Turkey next week to discuss the Middle East peace 
process, officials said Wednesday. “We find it positively that 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) have 
heeded the suggestions of many countries including Turkey 
and agreed to continue talks,” Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ferhat Ataman said. He said Turkey was ready to 
make all contributions to the peace process. Mr. Peres will 
visit Ankara and Istanbul from April 19 13. He will also 
discuss bilateral issues such as an agreement to prevent double 
taxation and encourage mutual investments. 

EU to sue Greece over Macedonia 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The European Union’s (EU) executive 
agency announced Wednesday that it will file suit against 
Greece if the member nation does not lift its trade embargo 
against neighbouring Macedonia. EU foreign affaire chief 
Hans van den Broek said the 12-nation trading bloc would 
refer the embargo disagreement to the European Court of 
Justice, its highest court. Legal proceedings are scheduled to 
begin on April 13, giving both Greece and the EU a week "to 
reconsider their positions,” he said. “What we fried to say 
today is that even if the cause is right, the means are wrong," 
Mr. Van den Broek told reporters after a meeting of the 
executive agency, the European Commission- Greece banned 
the shipment of all goods, except food and medicine, to its 
landlocked neighbour on Feb. 16. Greece has demanded that 
Macedonia stop using an ancient Greek symbol on its flag and 
change its constitution before the two countries enter a 
dialogue on Macedonia’s name and other issues. Greece 
claims Macedonia has usurped an ancient Greek name and has 
designs on the Greek province of Macedonia. 


China reports 1.24 million prisoners 

BEUING (AP) — China had 1.24 million prisoners at the end 
of 1993, the Justice Ministry said Wednesday in an apparent 
effort to refute unofficial reports that millions more are jailed. 
An unidentified ministry official quoted by the Xinhua news 
agency said China’s prisons “maintained good order" last 
year, with misbehaviour by inmates at a 10-year low and 
escapes down to 1.4 per thousand, or about 1,740, the lowest 
m 45 years. The brief report did not say how many prisoners 
were bong held for political offenses, but officials have 
previously put that figure at dose to 4.000. Western human 
rights groups have challenged China’s prisoner counts in the 
past. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King. Hussein 
Wednesday delegated Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Maj ali 
to attend a special ceremony 
held at t£e Khalil AJ Rahman 
Society in Amman to mark 40 
days since the massacre of 
(teens of Palestinian wor- 
shippers at the Ibrabimi Mos- 
que in Hebron. Speakers at 
the ceremony condemned the 
massacre as a “heinous 
crime.” 

“The blood of martyrs mil 
always be a beacon fighting 
the way of the Palestinian 
people's straggle to regain 
their legitimate rights on 
their national soil,” said a 
speaker. 

Speakers also lauded Jor- 
dan's stands taken im- 
mediately following the mas- 
sacre and affirmed the im- 
portance of preserving the 


historic relations between 
Jordan and Palestinians. 

Palestinian Ambassador to 
Jordan A1 Tayyeb Abdul 
Rahim delivered an address on 
behalf of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat extolling the 
martyrs of the massacre and 
the sacrifices offered by the 
Palestinian people in their 
struggle to achieve their 
national rights. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said the 
Palestinians are now passing 
through a critical stage that 
requires them to be alert to 
regional and international de- 
velopments. 

“This battle of ours, as much 
as it needs solid national unity, 
it also needs the full support of 
the Arab and Islamic nations, 
as well as coordination among 
the Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries," be said warning that the 
balance of power is not in 


favour of the Palestinian sae. 
■at the time being. He said 
national unity was now needed 
more than ever, especially that 
the Palestinians are now pre- 
paring to establish their state, 
with Jerusalem as its capital. 

Speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament Taher Al Masn 
stressed in his address that the 
souls of the martyrs would 
know no rest until the goals 
they lived and died are 
achieved. He stressed that 
massacres committed by the 
occupation authorities and the 
settlers would not achieve their 
<mafidoos goals. 

Upper House of Parliament 
member Kamel Al Sharif who 
delivered an address on behalf 
of Senate Speaker Ahmad AJ 
Lawzi said the Hebron mas- 
sacre proves beyond doubt that 
co-existence with the Zionist 
movement is impossible. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A lone 
hijacker claiming he had a pis- 
tol and a bomb commandeered 
a Sudanese plane to the south- 
ern Egypt resort of Luxor on 
Wednesday, then surrendered 
to Egyptian authorities. 

Security officials at Cairo 
international airport said the 
Sudan Airways Boeing 727 was 
seized during a domestic flight 
from Khartoum to Dongoia, a 
historic Nile River town 465 
kilometres northwest of the 
capital. It carried 93 passen- 
gers, all Sudanese, and six 
crew members. 

Sal ah Mohammad Ibrahim, 
press attache at Sudan’s 
embasy in Cairo, said the hi- 
jacker turned himself over to 
Egyptian authorities at Luxor. 
Mr. Ibrahim said all aboard 
were safe and that security 
officials at Luxor airport were 
inspecting the plane before 
allowing it to fly back to 
Sudan. 

Mr. Ibrahim said he bad no 
information about the hijacker 
except that he is “a young 
Sudanese" who was being in- 
terrogated by Egyptian offi- 
cials. 

Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported 
that he man requested political' 
asylum at Luxor, and Cairo 
airport security officers con- 


firmed that. 

Mr. Ibrahim denied that, 
however, because he said poli- 
tical asylum is impossible in a 
relationship as dose as Egypt’s 
with Sudan. In truth, however, 
relations between the neigh- 
bours never have been worse 
since Sudan became indepen- 
dent in 1956. They have an 
active dispute over a border 
endave at Egypt's southeast- 
ern corner, and Cairo claims 
Sudan’s Islamic fundamentalist 
military government has 
trained extremists for action in 

Egypt- 

It was unclear whether 
Wednesday's hijacking was re- 
lated to the internal situation 
in Sudan. Southern rebels 
there have waged civil war 
against the government for the 
last T1 years, seeking more 
autonomy and a greater share 
of economic development. 

Security offidals said the hi- 
jacker ordered the pilot to 
divert the aircraft to Cairo 
airport. They said he 
threatened to blow up the 
plane with explosives and that 
he had a firearm. 

Egyptian authorities refused 
to allow the plane to land in 
Cairo but directed it to Luxor, 
530 kilometres south of the 
capital. 


Offidals at Luxor airport 
said none of the passengers 
and six crew on board the 
Sudan Air flight was injured. 

Abdulla Seif, deputy direc- 
tor of Luxor airport, identified 
tbe hijacker as Adel Mahjoub 
Hussein Mohammad Ahmad. 
35. 

The plane was on its way 
from Khartoum to the north- 
ern town of Dongoia when the 
man threatened the pilot and 
told him to bead for Cairo, 
airport sources said. 

But Cairo airport refused to 
allow the plane to land and the 
plane touched down at the 
tourist resort of Luxor, about 
400 kilometres north of tbe 
border with Sudan, at 8 a.m. 
(0600 GMT). 

' "The ^hijacker surrendered 
about 90 minutes later. 

Sudanese diplomats could 
not recall the last time a 
Sudanese plane was hijacked. 

Sal ah Ibrahim, press coun- 
sellor at the Sudanese embassy 
m Cairo, said most of the 
passengers on internal flights 
were Sudanese but no list was 
immediately available. 

“We are still waiting for the 
crew to return to Khartoum to 
get more details. They are just 
refuelling now and will be on 
their way soon," he said. 


IRA begins three-day truce 


BELFAST, Northern Ireland 
(Agencies) — The Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) began a 
three-day ceasefire Wednesday 
aimed at pressuring the British 
government into talks with its 
political ally, Sinn Fein. 

Many Belfast people are not 
expecting peace to break out 
or the IRA to extend its ex- 
perimental truce — but suspect 
that the British would like to 
stitch up a secret deal with 
their enemies if they could get 
away with it 

The British and Irish govern- 
ments in December offered 
Sinn Fein a place in talks if the 
IRA gave up its 24-year cam- 
paign. The street wisdom is 
that the three-day ceasefire is 
not nearly enough to swing 
that deal, but it’s a start. 

. -F 

“Sure the British have been 
saying for a long time how 
much they’d like to be rid of 
Northern Ireland. The cease- 
fire is Sinn Fein's way of saying 
they want out of the stalemate 
too," said Conor Maguire, a 
Roman Catholic student at 
Queen’s University in Belfast. 

Peter Robinson, deputy 
leader of the Democratic Un- 

Fighting 
in south 
Somalia 

MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Factional fighting has flared 
again in the coastal dty of 
Merca less than two weeks 
before faction leaders are sche- 
duled to open peace talks in 
Mogadishu. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Asif Iqbal said Wednesday that 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed’s Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) militiamen 
fought in Merca again Tuesday 
with force of the southern 
Somali National Movement led 
by Abdi Warsame Isak. 

He said a few people were 
killed before dan elders could 
end the fighting Tuesday night, 
but he could not give precise 
casualty figures. He said it was 
the latest in a series of dashes 
between the two factions over 
the past week in Merca, which 
is 96 kilometres south of Moga- 
dishu. 

No U.N. forces were in- 
volved m tbe fighting, said Mr. 
Iqbal. 

The continuing dashes iii 
Merca come after Somali fac-> 
tion leaders agreed last month 
in Nairobi to a ceasefire and 
to open peace talks in Moga- 
dishu on April 15. 


ionist Party which is opposed 
to any steps towards reuniting 
Ireland, told reporters he was 
convinced the British govern- 
ment had contacted the IRA 
through an intermediary. 

He said London had agreed 
to give the IRA and Sinn Fein 
the “clarification" they have 
demanded of last December’s 
Anglo-Irish declaration which . 
offered talks in return for a 
permanent end to insurrection. 

But at a news conference in 
London. Sinn Fein spokesman 
Tom Hartley denied Mr. 
Robinson’s claim, telling re- 
porters: “I am not aware of 
any contact that the British 
government is having with Re- 
publicans at this point in time. 
Certainly they don't have any 
contact with Sinn Fein." 

British Prime Minister John 
Major has dismissed the three- 
day truce as an inadequate and 
cynical gesture and publicly 
refused to talk. 

But Mr. Robinson, echoing 
fears widespread throughout 
Northern Ireland's Protestant 
majority, said he believed a 
secret deal with the IRA would 
eventually be done. 

“This prime minister is not a 


prime minister who is going to 
stand up to the IRA,” ne said. 
“The government’s program- 
me is to end violence by sur- 
rendering to the IRA. That is 
what the declaration set out to 
do." 

“I believe they are already 
having contact through an in- 
termediary," Mr. Robinson 
said. 

Britain admitted last year 
secret contacts with Sinn Fein 
had gone on for over two years 
bat says they are over ana will 
not be resumed. 

Sinn Fein has urged Britain 
to treat the IRA ceasefire as a 
gesture of the utmost import- 
ance and use it to reestablish 
contact to clarify the declara- 
tion. 

Mr. Robinson said he be- 
lieved Sinn Fein was calling for 
higher-level, direct contacts 
with the British government. 

_ Political observers say recog- 
nition from London, through 
face-to-face talks, is more im- 
portant to Sinn Fein, which is 
supported by about 10 per cent 
of Northern Ireland's voters, 
than actual clarification of the 
declaration. 


Algeria forces said to kill 
dozens in ‘revenge raid’ 
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PARIS (Agencies) — Algerian 
security forces killed dozens of 
suspected Muslim fun- 
damentalists and left their 
bodies in the streets in a re- 
venge raid on the Islamist 
stronghold of Biida two weeks 
ago, witnesses and diplomats 
said. 

Paratroops rounded up 
young men in night raids in a 
major operation to avenge 
murdered security men and to 
tiy to break the Islamists’ con- 
trol over the city. 50 kilometres 
south of Algiers, they said. 

The reported killings 
appeared to illustrate a state- 
ment by Prime Minister Redha 
Malek last month that “fear 
must change sides,” signalling' 


It began after a commercial 
strike called by Islamic groups 
in the city on March 19, during 
which guerrillas killed five 
para-military gendarmes and a 
policeman. 

That night, paratroops went 
from door to door, accompa- 
nied by hooded informers, 
rounding up suspected fun- 
damentalists. 

Fourteen men were found 
lying two-by-two with their 
throats slit on doorsteps and in 
the streets the following 
morning. 

Le Monde quoted one wit- 
ness who said she saw in her- 
tire bodies of six young 
men — the youngest aged 18 
— riddled with bullets and 
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mic militants fighting to over- 
throw his army-backed govern- 
ment. 

The outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), in a state- 
ment issued by exiled leaders 
fast week, put the death toll in 
Biida alone at 82, a figure 
independent sources described 
as credible. 

Witnesses and diplomats 
gave the following account of 
me operation, details of which 
first emerged in the French 
newspaper Liberation and Le 
Monde: 


A further 10 suspected 
Islamists were taken away the 
following night and found with 
their throats slit the next morn- 
ing close t» the city’s sports 
stadium. 

. A spokesman for the Alge- 
nan president’s office, con- 
tacted by telephone, had no 
immediate comment 
Diplomats and the Islamic 
opposition have reported a 
spate of attacks by secularist 
vigilantes they believe are link- 
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Sudanese hijack ends in Luxor 


Errant British 

aristocrat 
arrested... again 

LONDON (R) — Thejieir 
one of tbe top aristocratic till 
in Britain was arrested la 
Tuesday after he failed to tu 
up in court to answer th< 
charges. Police said th* 
arrested the waywaid mi 
quess. Jamie Blafldfoid, in W< 
London. The former drug us 
and convicted drunk driver w 
picked up while sitting in a c 
with another man less than 
hours after missing tbe coi 
appearance. Judge Alan Bal 
win ordered police to arrest t! 
38-year-old hew to the Duke 
Marlborough. Apart from 
charge of stealing a cheqi 
book. Marquess Blandford 
also accused of running c 
without paying a taxi fare. Tl 
marequess, whose antics re 
ulariy feature in Britain's ta 
\oid newspapers, has hi 
several brushes with the law 
the past few years, includu 
offences of drugs possessio 
Earlier Tuesday, Marque 
Blandford left his central Lo 
don residence saying he h; 
overslept and was on his way 
court. But a court spokesnu 
said he never arrived. In 
previous incident he climb 
down a drainpipe to avo 
police. Marquesas Blandfor 
who stands to inherit the hi 
tone £100 million ($150 m 
lion) Blenheim Palace esta 
when his father dies, recent 
spent three days m jail- aft 
failing to pay maintenance * 
his estranged wife and his so; 
Family friends of the 68-yea 
old duke are seeking leg 
powers to prevent his heir sd 
big or leasing any of the 1151 
acre (4,650 hectare) esta 
when he inherits the titl 
Queen Anne gave Bienhei 
Palace, near Oxford, to tf 
first Duke of Marlborough • 
1705 as a reward for leadir 
her armies to dazzling victorii 
against France.' The U.f 
cultural body UNESCO fa 
designated the palace, wbei 
Sir Winston Churchill wi 
born, as one of nine wor 
heritage sites in England. 


Richest Taiwan 
men said to be 
worth $6.1 b 

TAIPEI (R) — Insurance t 
coon Tsai Wan-Lin remait 
Taiwan’s richest man after rai 
irtg his fortune to an estimate 
S6.1 billion tins year from $5. 
billion last year, Excellenc 
business magazine says in ii 
April edition. Mr. Tsai, 7( 
heads the Cathay Insurant 
and Real-Estate Group, one c 
tiie island's biggest congtomei 
ates. He has topped the magi 
zine’s annual Ust of Taiwan’ 
richest men since 1990. W 
Tung-Chin, 49, more titan don 
Wed his wealth to $4.7 bfllior 
from $2.3 bfltion in 1993 t 
replace plastics tycoon Wan 
Yung-Ching as the island' 
second richest man. Mr. Wo 
head of the Shin Kong Trami 
ance and Textile Group, wa 
Taiwan's third richest man las 
year, his fortune increased <x 
the listing of his Shin Konj 
Life Insurance Company in tb 
local stock market, the maga 
zme said. 


Archbishop calls 
Britain ordinary 
little nation 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
leading churchman says Britain 
is now an ordinary tittle coun- 
try with a splintered society 
and a growing gap between 
rich and poor. “The land at 
picture I'm describing is one of 
a fragmented, divided society 
which has lost its empire,” Dr. 
George Carey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and leader of the 
‘world’s Anglicans, was quoted 
as saying by the Daily Tele- 
graph Wednesday. “The Com- 
monwealth doesn't really mean 
very much anymore," tie said. 
“We're not quite yet Euro- 
peans and co mmi tted to it 
We‘re in a very big world and 
we’re now very lonely. We 
have lost nearly all our navy 
and air force and so on. We're 
a pretty ordinary tittle nation 
and yet we don’t realise it" 
The newspaper said Air*. 
Carey’s remarks would appear 
in a 30-page interview in a 
book to be published in June. 
“We are a much mpre frag- 
mented nation than we used to 
be and tbe class divisions are 
still pretty deep in society," 
Arch. Carey said. “There is a 
Sowing gap between rich and 
poor. Whatever people may 
say, that’s the reality. Tbe 
education system, which used 
to be second to none, is now 
pretty mediocre." 




